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Student Details

Category Details

Name Md. Shibli Sadik Sifat
Student ID 221012011

Department Media Studies and Journalism
Major Digital Journalism
Concentration

Minor English

Concentration

Career Goal

My goal is to become a media scholar. I aim to gain expertise in computing and
data-driven journalism, online investigation, and pattern analysis. Using my
skills, I want to solve real-world challenges, uncover the truth, and question
people in power. I am determined to address modern problems with modern
solutions. I plan to use critical thinking to maintain information integrity,
employ creative problem-solving, and engage in interactive storytelling. My
ultimate goal is to acquire in-depth knowledge in digital journalism and

contribute valuable insights to society through my expertise in digital media.




Host Organization Details

Category Details
Host Organization Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS)
Full Address House # 84, Nandan Kanan, Road # 7/A, Level #4, Satmasjid Road,

Dhanmondi, Dhaka -1209, Bangladesh

Supervisor Name & | Shuvashish Das Ray Dip, Assistant Editor

Designation

Your Designation Intern

Internship Start Date September 15, 2025
Internship End Date December 15, 2025
Work Hours/Week 35+
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internship opportunity, which enhanced my critical thinking, fact-checking, and media analysis skills.

Special thanks to my supervisor, Subhasish Das RoyDip, for his invaluable guidance. I also appreciate
the support from Factwatch team members Rydwanul Islam, and my faculty advisor, Syeda Sadia

Mehjabin at ULAB. This experience has been pivotal in my growth.

First and foremost, I am forever grateful to Prof. Sumon Rahman for introducing me to a new field of
digital journalism and extending an opportunity to work in his organization. During my internship at
CQS, working as a fact Checker for Factwatch, (a third-party fact checker for Meta) I was able to use
my critical thinking to solve real-world problems, watch my reports and work impacting the world

around me. Under Prof Sumon’s supervision [ was contributing back to my society.

I extend my heartfelt thanks to the Assistant Editor, and of course, my supervisor, Subhasish Deep for
his patience while guiding me through a new path. He shares his expertise while encouraging me to
work on my creative style. His teachings, guidance and scolding pushed me to perform better. Not
only he guided my professional skills on how to write, how to collect and present information but also
expanded my critical thinking skills, political understanding and positioning myself to a neutral
ground. Despite my stubberness and occasional disagreements, this is the closest I have felt in terms

of brotherhood.

An amazing team of CQS, among them Fact checker Rydwanul Islam has faced the majority of my
ups and downs during the three months of internship. I sat beside him and asked a million questions
from where is the command key to how to detect Al I consulted with him about every task and he
was the one who polished my clumsy works into professional output. I can’t thank him enough. I
would also like to thank fact Checker, Alpona Pervin for her warm and kind guidance. Ismaam
Rahman Qarib, CQS’s fact checker and communications officer helped me in every turn and guided

me through this internship period.

During my internship, my advisor Syeda Sadia Mehjabin played the most important role, her guidance
put my feet on the ground, and her reassurance liberated from my paralyzing habit of perfectionism.
She simplified the idea of my internship. I was able to put my attention to work. From my first
semester as an undergraduate, she talked about internships, common mistakes, and better output in
conversation, classrooms, or even in meetings. She supported me when only a few dared to take my

side, and therefore, it was an honor to have her as my advisor for my internship.
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PLAGIARISM DECLARATION

1. I know that plagiarism means taking and using the ideas, writings, works or
inventions of another as if they were one’s own. I know that plagiarism not only
includes verbatim copying, but also the extensive use of another person’s ideas
without proper acknowledgement (which includes the proper use of quotation
marks). I know that plagiarism covers this sort of use of material found in textual

sources and from the Internet.

2. I acknowledge and understand that plagiarism is wrong.
3. I understand that my research must be accurately referenced.

4. This assignment is my own work, or my group’s own unique group assignment. I
acknowledge that copying someone else’s assignment, or part of it, is wrong, and

that submitting identical work to others constitutes a form of plagiarism.

5. I have not allowed, nor will I in the future allow, anyone to copy my work with the

intention of passing it off as their own work.
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Introduction

During my internship, I was heavily involved in fact-checking and teaching fact-checking techniques.
I was interested in debunking Al-generated misinformation and disinformation. As Al content is
getting harder and harder to detect, I took it as a challenge and worked day and night to debunk it. I
was able to produce new methods and observation skills to debunk them. It was a difficult but exciting
experience. Besides fact-checking, I worked on other projects of CQS, including Moodle

development, writing, data collection, analysis, and conducting workshops.

My introduction to the Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies was through their project
Factwatch. I was informed by the fact checkers how they work as Meta’s third-party Fact checker for
Bangladesh. I used to visit their office after my classes and formed a good relationship with a few of
them. They taught me how to fact-check and how to write articles. When they heard that I was

looking for an internship, they offered me a spot.

The office environment was helpful and friendly to me. The working field is new in the country, and
compared to similar organizations, CQS has a reputation for quality work. Even though I had hard
times explaining to my parents what I do in the office, I was greeted with appreciation for my work in

every aspect of my life.

As a fact checker working for Meta, I was overwhelmed by the work I had to work overtime, during
nights and weekends to monitor and debunk misinformation on Facebook. Social media is famous for
causing mental pressure, such as depression and anxiety, and working full-time on social media was

taking a heavy toll on my mental health.

During the internship, after office hours, I started to go for a run or walk with my friends, thinking of
new ideas and methods to tackle the growing problem. I was pushed to my limits when it came to
writing. In the beginning of the internship, my writing skills were very poor and needed a lot of
supervision but as time passed by my writing skills improved. Thanks to my colleagues, their writing

flows in a smooth way and I was inspired to learn from them.

As a young mind I was excited and stubborn to my ideas, implementing new methods, fighting for my
story with the editor. I was treated with logic and patience which humbled my ways of worldview and

I focused on producing good, impactful stories.

I believe this internship experience will dictate my life decisions in the future. I believe that this work

opportunity will shape how I live the rest of my life and my contributions to society.



Objective

On the completion of this internship, I expect to try different approaches to my journalism skills.
Rather than writing for the news media I wanted to work in information and critical thinking. My
expectation was to enter into this new field of journalism and honed myself for future contribution. I
wanted to write more than just a report, I wanted to use computing and open source intelligence for
my work. I expected a different environment and work than media houses. I expected to work in a

cozy environment which has a huge effect on society, I expected to

1. Learn fact-checking: working for information integrity was my main objective for the
internship.

2. Research: I was introduced to new and different kinds of research in my field. I want to gain
primary knowledge to start my own research.

3. Writing skill: I expect to master my writing skills.

4. Creative expansion: I want to expand my creativity, use them in practical aspects and test new
ideas in the real world.

5. Teamwork and Communication: I look forward to strengthening my teamwork skills through

necessary collaboration with my editors and the audience.



Host Organization:

Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS)

The Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS), housed under the University of Liberal Arts
Bangladesh (ULAB), leads interdisciplinary research in media studies, communication, cultural
analysis, and social sciences. Since its founding, CQS has served as a vibrant hub for innovative
scholarship, blending theoretical depth with real-world impact on contemporary issues.

Renowned for qualitative methodologies, critical theory, and interpretive approaches, CQS delivers
nuanced insights into complex phenomena like misinformation, media literacy, Al in communication,
gender representation, migration, and cultural shifts across South Asia and beyond. It fosters
collaboration among faculty, students, and external researchers through platforms for
knowledge-sharing, debate, and cross-disciplinary work.

Beyond research, CQS builds capacity via workshops, seminars, conferences, and publications,
training emerging scholars in theoretical and applied methods. Partnerships with local and
international institutions unite academics, practitioners, and students to tackle global and regional
challenges, strengthening academia-society ties for robust, impactful outcomes.

CQS hosts a flagship fact-checking project called FactWatch, which it manages as a core initiative for
promoting media information literacy and combating misinformation in Bangladesh. As a signature
project of the Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies, FactWatch operates under CQS’s editorial
and institutional guidance while engaging students, researchers, and the public in systematic
verification and digital literacy work.

CQS thus emerges as a dynamic research hub that not only manages pioneering initiatives like
FactWatch but also nurtures a broader culture of critical inquiry, qualitative rigor, and media literacy
within and beyond ULAB. By combining interdisciplinary research, student mentorship, and socially
engaged projects, the organization plays a pivotal role in connecting academic knowledge with
real-world challenges in Bangladesh and the wider region.
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Workplace environment

CQS’s environment is friendly, organized, and simple. The work environment is collaborative, robust,
and everyone strives towards quality work. I have always received love, respect, and support from my

colleagues. The office is a bit cozy however, the communication and working flow is smoother.

TASK

As an intern at CQS, I was assigned to multiple projects. Primarily, my focus was to produce
fact-checking articles. During the internship, [ worked closely with fact checkers and debunked
misinformation spreading across Facebook in Bangladesh. Various tasks involving feature writing,

data collection, social media monitoring, and working on projects for CQS.

Below is a summary of my tasks during the internship:

1. Monitoring social media activity
Monitor the meta platform
Identifying false contents

Write a fact-checking article

Conduct a workshop on fact-checking

AN O i

Data collation and consultation
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Project 1

Project Name: Fact-Checking Viral Videos Claiming BNP Supporters Vandalism
Start date: November 4, 2025

End date: November 4, 2025

Published Date: November 5, 2025

Project Brief

This project was conducted as part of my internship with CQS, under its digital misinformation

verification initiative Factwatch.

The assignment was initiated after my supervisor identified a video circulating widely across
Facebook groups during a period of heightened political tension related to activities of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP). The video was being shared with the claim that it showed BNP supporters

setting buses and trains on fire as part of ongoing protests.

The project required verification of the claim by examining the authenticity, origin, and context of the

video.
My Task:

My responsibilities included tracing the source of the footage, establishing an evidence-based
timeline, and cross-checking the visuals with credible archival news reports. Based on the findings, I

was required to produce a debunking article supported by visual and documentary evidence.

e Identify the original source of viral videos circulating on social media

e Verify visual content using reverse video and image search tools (InVID Verification,

Google Reverse Image Search)

e Cross-check claims with archived and credible news sources (e.g., Prothom Alo, The Daily
Star)

e Assess whether the content matches the claimed political or social context
e C(Collect, document, and organize verifiable evidence to support or refute claims
e Establish a clear evidence timeline based on findings

e Draft fact-check reports with a structured format

14
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https://www.fact-watch.org/old-video-circulating-demanding-bnp-supporters-set-buses-and-trains-on-fire/
https://www.fact-watch.org/old-video-circulating-demanding-bnp-supporters-set-buses-and-trains-on-fire/
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Image 1.1: Old video circulating demanding BNP supporters set buses and trains on fire
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Image 1.4: Old video circulating demanding BNP supporters set buses and trains on fire

verdict

My Mistakes: The word flow of my article needed so much polishing and corrections. My words flow,
and the sentence structure is long and complex. I did not format the article properly. I used long,

complex sentences. The readability of my article was very low.

My learning experience: Even though I was very efficient in finding information and debunking truth,
my report writing skills, especially writing a Bangla article for a mass audience, are very poor. I was

inspired to read and write more articles to create a better flow in my writing. +
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Project 2
Project Name: Fact-Checking Claim of DU Teacher Monami's Al-Generated Image
Start date: November 5, 2025
End date: November 5, 2025
Published date: November 5, 2025
Project Brief

A viral social media post claimed that an image of Dhaka University teacher Monami Rahman was
Al-generated, sparking debates on misinformation during academic controversies in Bangladesh. The
Fact-Watch article debunked this by verifying the image through analysis, original sourcing, and using

tools, rating it as Altered.

My Responsibilities

1. Collect the misinformation sources
2. Debunk Al content

3. Write an article on it

4. Provide proof of Al use by tools

5

Collect all the related misinformation as well.

My First Draft
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My Second Draft
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is—False-Several viral Facebook posts falsely claimed to show Dhaka University Assistant Professor Shahreen

Amin Bhuiya (Monami) in revealing beach photos and an intimate video with DUCSU VP Sadiq Kayem. Fact
Watch’s investigation confirmed that both the photos and the video were Al-generated deepfakes. The alleged
beach photos carried Google Gemini Al watermarks and displayed visual inconsistencies typical of Al edits.
Analysis with Hive Moderation showed a 99% probability of AI generation. The video was found to be a
deepfake, created using a real event clip from a Breast Cancer Awareness program held at DU on October 28,
2025, but digitally altered to include a fake kissing scene. Verification with DeepFake-O-Meter (AVSRDD 2025
model) confirmed the video was 100% Al-generated. Therefore, Fact Watch marked the circulating photos and

video as ‘False’.

Edited by Senior Fact Checker
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Published Work

Link https://www.fact-watch.org/du-teacher-monami-ai-image/
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Image 2.1: Viral photos and videos of DU teacher Monami are Al-generated
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Image: 2.2: Viral photos and videos of DU teacher Monami are Al-generated, indications.
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Image: 2.3: Al detection tool results
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Image 2.4: DU teacher Al photos and videos verdict
My Mistakes: I did not include Al generated videos in the findings and claims.

I made some spelling mistakes. I did not blur the photos. My headline writing is not mature yet.

My learning Experience: 1 used my observation skills to identify some abnormalities in the photos,

making the article strong and accurate. The writing flow and headline were improving.
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Project 3
Start date: November 5, 2025
End date: November 5, 2025
Published date: November 5, 2025
Project Name: Fact-Checking ISKCON Rape Case Claim in Bangladesh

Project Brief: A misleading social media post claimed a recent rape by ISKCON in Bangladesh, using
an old video from India, misattributed to current events. The investigation revealed the footage

originated from an Uttar Pradesh incident unrelated to Bangladesh, with no matching police reports.

My Responsibilities:

I was asked to identify and collect circulating misinformation videos. Archive the links, identify the

fact, and add context to it. Fact-check the claim and produce a fact-checking article.

My first Draft
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A viral video on Facebook claimed that ISKCON members in
Bangladesh were celebrating after gang-raping a woman.
However, Fact Watch’s investigation found the video actually
shows a staged skit by Indian content creators from Bengaluru,
originally posted on Instagram on August 25, 2025. The man
lying down in the video is a male actor, not a woman, and the
participants were friends performing for entertainment. The
video’s metadata and related Instagram posts confirm it was
filmed using a Realme C75 5G phone in Bengaluru. The creator
later clarified that people had misunderstood the content.
Therefore, the circulated claim of an ISKCON-led gang rape is
flaged as ‘False’ by FactWatch.

Reedited by Assistant Editor
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Published work
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Image 3.1: India's acting video broadcasts claiming gang rape by ISKCON member
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Image 3.3: India's acting video broadcasts claiming gang rape by ISKCON member

My mistakes: I identified the misinformation a little bit late. I noticed the misinformation but did not
think it was worth mentioning. But it quickly spread and many facebook users started to spread it. |

had to debunk this in a rush.
Learning outcome

I took a different approach to debunk this content. I found that the people on the video were trying to
debunk the misinformation. But it was in a different language. I mentioned that after translating it.

The writing was better than previous reports.
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Project 4
Project Name: Al generated misinformation claiming law enforcement
Start date: November 13, 2025
End date: November 13, 2025
Published date: November 16, 2025

Project brief: The assignment focused on a video circulating on social media platforms which claimed
to show a member of the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) delivering a public speech instructing citizens

not to come outside.

My responsibilities: My task was to examine the visual and audio elements of the video, assess signs
of Al generation or manipulation, trace its origin, and determine whether the content is accurate. The

final objective was to debunk the false claim through an evidence-based fact-check article.

My First Draft
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Several viral Facebook videos claim that a RAB officer told journalists he arrested
BNP-Shibir activists for setting buses on fire and warned people to stay home on 13
November. FactWatch’s investigation found that the clips were edited using AI from
an original Ekattor TV news report. In the real report, the RAB officer only spoke
about recovering six crude bombs and four petrol bombs from Rayerbazar—he never
mentioned BNP, Shibir, or any arrest. The fake video shows signs of Al editing,
including mismatched voice, repeated 8-second cuts, and the original VIO AI model
logo being covered with the Ekattor TV logo. FactWatch flags the viral videos as

‘False’.

My Second Draft
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Several viral Facebook videos claim that a RAB officer told journalists he arrested
BNP-Shibir activists for setting buses on fire and warned people to stay home on 13
November. FactWatch’s investigation found that the clips were edited using AI from
an original Ekattor TV news report. In the real report, the RAB officer only spoke
about recovering six crude bombs and four petrol bombs from Rayerbazar—he never
mentioned BNP, Shibir, or any arrest. The fake video shows signs of Al editing,
including mismatched voice, repeated 8-second cuts, and the original VIO AI model
logo being covered with the Ekattor TV logo. FactWatch flags the viral videos as

‘False’.
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Several viral Facebook videos claim that a RAB officer told journalists he arrested
BNP-Shibir activists for setting buses on fire and warned people to stay home on 13

November. FactWatch’s investigation found that the clips were edited using Al from

Published work

50



https://www.fact-watch.org/rab-ai/

F
T i W v @5

35

ated Hiere ArweFa real Tk wora
&) iFe I opia

Contributor & November 16,2025

@8 Hussain Saddam

AM-@

AT ST (RS ST PIIITAR (ST (SIFSTR, 5T TS S08L... See more

TS e g e wizam 2oy, ate ol TR, WiF©
@ S YBERER (IR) G T QA ©2 o |
R Eﬁ . fefeers R AW IR, FNfTe Wew AR T Raaft

Forfem wfiora corret w9l 2R | 31 o1 Yo Trew wen Aem
TF FROE TRINE WA AP T HoF S| freeA |
TFFSACEA STPHC e I, wikige el e s
35 e afSramtm =it @f¥s T I TR | WiRFS AR TCIR @1 I63) ITE
<frer AeT TR |

Image 4.1: RAB member's statement during interview on Ekattor TV distorted and promoted
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Image 4.2: RAB member's statement during interview on Ekattor TV distorted and promoted
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Image 4.3: RAB member's statement during interview on Ekattor TV distorted and promoted

My Mistakes: I have added too much information.

My learning Experiences: It was one of the difficult AI misinformation to fact check. It was one of the

most realistic Al generated content. I spend my weekends finding information about it. As a result |

have added so much information in the article but it was shortened later.
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Project 5

Project name: An Alzazira video falsely spreaded across facebook

Start date: November 24, 2025

End date: November 24, 2025

Published date: November 30, 2025

Project brief: During the internship at FactWatch, the assigned project involved fact-checking a viral

Facebook video where children were shown receiving armed training. The video was being shared

with the claim that madrasa students in Bangladesh were being trained for militancy by Jamaat-Shibir

activists. Through systematic verification, it was established that the video did not originate in

Bangladesh but from Afghanistan and was linked to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).

The investigation relied on reverse image search, open-source intelligence (OSINT) techniques, and

comparison with an Al Jazeera documentary titled “ISIL and the Taliban,” originally published in

November 2015.

My responsibility:

Monitored Facebook and other social media platforms to identify viral content related to
alleged militant training of Bangladeshi madrasa students.

Collected and documented different versions of the viral video along with captions and claims
posted by multiple Facebook users.

Conducted reverse image and key-frame video search to trace the original source of the
footage and identify any prior publication.

Analyzed a 2015 Al Jazeera documentary (“ISIL and the Taliban”) and matched visual
elements such as location, clothing, background and actions with the viral clip to confirm that
both came from the same footage.

Reviewed additional secondary sources, including a fact sheet on the evolution of ISIL by the
National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), to
understand the broader context of ISIL’s activities and use of child soldiers.

Prepared a structured fact-check draft in Bangla, clearly separating claim, evidence, and
conclusion, and aligning it with FactWatch’s methodology and Facebook’s Third-Party
Fact-Checking Program policy.

My First draft
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Raisingits black flag over the rugged mountainous regions of Afghanistan, the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) has emerged as a new threat to
the war-ravaged country as it battles the Taliban for supremacy.

Tox fofberes eied aFam RTE LY I IS ol Jie Bisa s aféms fireT | Sex ffets (s, woref, e o ¢
ST e qCR |

Raafb orfitas=1 T2 ofhew T, Tes THFTOIE 98 WG R agfesa s & fon wikts o F41 TR |

ol e afSame (At Tl TE, WEANFABICT ST (66 WL 341 WIS 7 (TG I WRATARGT G2 S AifEores [k fce toft =1
o @3 THCTOIT | FofBeq ATaAfbe wee (et 207, Freid T MASNeE Rratid e A0 |

TR SFCTOIRT RCATY FE (1Al W AT ILEATI NEHIR Bt soiffe (@ITTl 95 (72 | SHOTHINCS SIS SHAN 5231 AT 7
wafRics REw e o2y Srard (=13 | e, antenifvs fofeefba s A sante R @i kiEge @3 )

foxafs fAf*se =re wiItal = F4taT National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism, University of
Maryland (Xt &I "The Evolution of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL): Relationships 2004-2014" Rt @&

w13 15 onem T | T Fifre i G5 WR 3T WS W (eIt (WRITIRGE) OF TUN © T el aeg | i Fbitre wiRasraizast
a7 AR Trre-Riftea sifERer Ry @il o3 e snew Tl |

HEAR, WENTBI ST @ HRATHRATET Rrytng 7o eiffrss orewia oL fSfets Aeamme areifes s sams Rreiong esre-Rfica
ORI B elffrser (rea fofee mikts vk w41 TR |

i, THPEAB T nite 2bRgs fefbewtEitr Nl o bites war |

My second draft

56



QeHAAC NG Rre-Rrsdfor sy affrss (reTie mikts SN it sme-Rfibe avm

ISTE TG G s with Sadiya Islam and 25 others.
15h-@

HFTH (UWE W T IAFACTE TEF IS G TAAF (5 s erwrs HiEag

#Deshtvnews #NewsUpdate #news

OH'I'I 50 18 shares

TS e a3 fofee kg ww, @UE [y frow Wi dfeey e o o) Wi @91 2oy, akere s R Rredfor
rre-Rfitaa (oSl g @it effrwer e | RS SpTEeT (il T, wEbe el aiaree Fu | afb-se; egenits SENe
G55 T T WS W (oI5 F-(ARITHIZGA) T G0 S| TGI8+ WHANABI- AT PRI SN 701 | SrBre-Sas-oFaHed

SIS raa el SN T v, o

Qv fFg C(APB (T4 Q2IC, QI G, G4 G G2 |

ffOGTs Ml T, SFTH-IITE FATT T Bl 93- T oM@ ol ey Pt o St &Koo |

PRI BFe, nikge e I fonf 3w s+t Trorfefes TRTEIsT e @i siféae 28fbe st @i fofe stem
T | fofbefb 20s¢ AMER & Troww eifire @ofb wgTrGife, afbw RcamN- ISIL and the Taliban | Featured Documentary-ResHem-<ae5
S

SHOTOIffs Sfites Fta (ral T, Bfeaa 8y FfE ww Gitess MR @b Frate wig elffrser fre ol T | b st wikps Rfer e
TR |

57



3 YouTube Search Q

ISIL and the Taliban | Featured Documentary
@ /e Huk G Dswe b oowoas  [Jswe

7,624,279 views Nov 2,2015
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Raising its black flag over the rugged mountainous regions of Afghanistan, the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) has emerged as a new threat to
the war-ravaged country as it battles the Taliban for supremacy.
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Raising ts black flag over the rugged mountainous regions of Afghanistan, the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) has emerged as a new threat to
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Image 5.1: Afghanistan's video campaign demands armed training for Bangladeshi madrasa students
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ISIL and the Taliban - Featured Documentary

Raising its black flag over the rugged mountainous regions of Afghanistan, the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) has emerged as a new threat 1o
the war-ravaged country as it battles the Taliban for supremacy.
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My mistakes: Word flow was not good. I added in depth information about how the terrorist group is

not related to Bangladeshi political parties. But it was not necessary.

My learnings: I used OSINT while writing this article. It was a very interesting and useful tool.
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Project 6
Project Name: Pakistani Parliament Al video spread by kalbela news
Start date: December 9, 2025
End date: December 9, 2025
Published date: December 9, 2025

Project Brief: During the internship at FactWatch, another assigned project focused on verifying a
viral Facebook video that appeared to show a donkey running into the parliament building during a
live session in Pakistan. The video was widely circulated with the claim that the incident actually took
place inside Pakistan’s parliament, leading many users to treat it as real political satire or chaos.
Fact-checking revealed that the video was not real footage but an Al-generated clip, originally used in
a report by the Bangladeshi outlet Kalbela World, which mentioned “Al video” only in the caption but
not in the narration or on-screen disclaimers. Key-frame reverse image search traced the same clip to
a TikTok account where it was explicitly labelled as Al-generated content, and further visual analysis
showed typical Al artefacts such as distorted faces, disappearing people between frames, and an
impossibly floating chair. Al-detection tools like Hive and Deep Fake-o-meter also classified the clip
as Al-generated, and no credible news reports could be found of any such incident in Pakistan’s
parliament. Based on this multi-layered verification, the project concluded that the claim about a
donkey entering Pakistan’s parliament was misleading and that the circulating videos should be rated

as “Misleading”.

Project Responsibilities

e Identify and assess viral video content related to public institutions

e Examine audio-visual inconsistencies and indicators of Al-generated media

e Verify the authenticity and source of the video using available digital verification tools
e Cross-check the claim with credible news sources and official communication channels
e Document findings and supporting evidence in a structured manner

e Produce a fact-check report clearly explaining why the video was misleading

e Ensure accuracy, transparency, and adherence to FactWatch’s editorial standards

My first Draft
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No File Preview

Task: Dual Label Deepfake Video Detection
Analysis Date: 2025-12-09 09:22:22.951561

No File Detail
Analytic Name: Modality Agnoistic Deepfake Detection
Description: An AVSR-based audio/visual deepfake detection method that leverages speech correlation.
The model uses dual-branch encoders for audio and video to support independent detection of each
modality.
Reference: https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3733102.3733133
Code Link: TBD
# Fake Probability: 100.0%

100.0%

Al-generated Likelihood

Scope: Audio or Videos featuring a single face. A centered, frontal face orientation is preferred, without
sunglasses, occlusion, or other visual obstructions.
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https://www.fact-watch.org/pakiastan-ai-gadha/

69


https://www.fact-watch.org/pakiastan-ai-gadha/

Q FEHF B wiFwEa > FiFeAns ive W =i FoEt ( Search Q)

ARFVITTA ACACD MY T 21 912
oo opig kT

Contributor December 9, 2025

Bangla TV Europe - Follow
December 6 at 3:13PM - &

SEBIT TeT0 AT GertFitet abte stela @i, @iore~ma a5 famst!

p 0:23/2:11

() comment

W2 (TR 93 oo efstama eizar zrwe | Bfesefirs o
[Cog, M AL AAW 07 FEE 2090 | WK T4l 200w, e
AV | FIFSACER MHIRT 74l T, “NfFBIeTR *Mefiees oni«l
ARTA kT epRge Bel Ffaw Ifawe 3l a=iz o tof
iR FIPeTT opHFe e Ratsr o bz x|

g g fofbe (rem, @i, i, a4, 90, 9, 9L, 9, 9, 9L, 99 |

Image 6.1: Confusion over Al video of donkey entering Pakistan's parliament
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Image 6.2: Confusion over Al video of donkey entering Pakistan's parliament
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Image: 6.3: Confusion over Al video of donkey entering Pakistan's parliament
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No File Preview

Task: Dual Label Deepfake Video Detection
Analysis Date: 2025-12-09 09:22:22.951561

No File Detail

Analytic Name: Modality Agnoistic Deepfake Detection
Description: An AVSR-based audio/visual deepfake detection method that leverages speech correlation.
The model uses dual-branch encoders for audio and video to support independent detection of each
modality.
Reference: https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3733102.3733133
Code Link: TBD

# Fake Probability: 100.0%

100.0%

Al-generated Likelihood

Scope: Audio or Videos featuring a single face. A centered, frontal face orientation is preferred, without
sunglasses, occlusion, or other visual obstructions.
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Image 6.4: Confusion over Al video of donkey entering Pakistan's parliament
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My mistakes: I did not understand how to mark the Kalbela newspaper because they have mentioned

Al in their caption not in the video. So I changed the article to a missing context section.

My learning experience: I have gathered information from international fact checkers and used tiktok

as one of the tools while debunking.
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Project 7

Project Name: Digital Citizenship & Misinformation Resilience Training 2025 at
University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh.

Event date: December 11,2025
Project Brief

This project was conducted as part of my internship activities under the Digital Citizenship &
Misinformation Resilience Training 2025, a multi-day capacity-building program aimed at
strengthening critical digital engagement among university students. Day 3 of the training was held on
December 11, 2025, and focused on developing practical skills for navigating digital information

responsibly:.

The session was organized with the support of British Council Bangladesh in collaboration with the
Department of Media Studies and Journalism, ULAB. The overall objective of the program was to
equip participants with the ability to critically evaluate online information, identify misinformation,

and strengthen resilience against digital manipulation.

As part of this project, I was assigned to conduct a dedicated session on fact-checking tools, focusing

on practical verification techniques applicable to real-world digital content.

Project Responsibilities

e Design and deliver a training session on fact-checking and verification tools

e Introduce participants to basic digital verification concepts and workflows

e Demonstrate the use of fact-checking tools for verifying online claims and visual content

e Explain methods for identifying misinformation, manipulated media, and misleading
narratives

e Facilitate interactive discussion and participant engagement during the session

e Address questions and provide practical guidance on responsible digital information practices

e Support the overall objectives of the training by promoting digital citizenship and media

literacy.
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Image 7.1: Fact checking tool session at ULAB

My mistakes: [ had to conduct the session in a short period of time. The students did not have personal

computer support so I had to rely on showing how the tools work. It took longer than my session time.

My learning: Teaching the tool of fact checking is a tricky one. The tools can’t guarantee the results so
I had to give many real life examples of different approaches for using one tool. Fact checking is

interesting and teaching the methods makes it more creative.
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Project 8

Project Name: Digital Citizenship & Misinformation Resilience Training 2025 at Jahangirnagar

University

Project brief: This project was conducted as part of my internship activities under the Digital
Citizenship & Misinformation Resilience Training 2025, a multi-day capacity-building initiative

aimed at strengthening digital literacy and misinformation resilience among university students.

The session was held at Jahangirnagar University and focused on enhancing students’
understanding of responsible digital engagement in the context of widespread misinformation and
manipulated online content. The training emphasized practical approaches to verifying

information and developing critical thinking skills in digital environments.

As part of this project, I was assigned to conduct a session on fact-checking tools, where
participants were introduced to hands-on verification techniques applicable to social media

content, images, and videos.
Project Responsibilities

e Plan and deliver a training session on fact-checking and digital verification tools

e Introduce participants to core concepts of misinformation, disinformation, and digital
manipulation

e Demonstrate practical use of fact-checking tools for verifying online claims and visual
content

e Explain verification workflows relevant to social media platforms

e Engage participants through discussion and real-world examples

e Address questions and provide guidance on ethical and responsible digital information
practices

e Contribute to the broader goal of promoting digital citizenship and media literacy
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Image 8.1 Sessions on misinformation at Jahangirnagar University

My mistakes
I did not prepare my own slides. I did not notice the fan was off. It took longer than anticipated.

My learning: Teaching a diverse group of students requires being present and keeping attention to
everyone so that no students feel missing out. It is really important to talk in their language.

Using relatable cases when it comes to giving examples.
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Workplace Log

Worklog Weekly +# B &
File Edit View Insert Format Data Tools Extensions Help

d S F 7% v $ % O 09 123 DpDefaul. v -[10]+ B I = A > H Ev lvibv Ay ®
o - | &
A s c
‘Week Date Range Activities & Responsibilities
z 1 Sept 15 - Sept 21 Orientation with FactWatch; familianzation with fact-checking workflow, editorial guidelines, and ethical standards.
B 2 Sept 22 - Sept 28 Collected data for ongoing research projects; monitored viral claims on social media; assisted in preliminary verification tasks.
. 3 Sept29-Oct 5 Continued research d: I 3 image and vide hes; ed evider d for internal reference.
s 4 Oct6 - Oct 12 Cr sources; findings; participated in editorial discussions on verification methods.
e 5 Oct 13- Oct 19 Practiced timeline building and contextual analysis for viral content; reviewed previously published fact-checks for structure and methodology.
7 6 Oct 20 - Oct 26 Assisted in verification of politically sensitive claims; collected archival news reports to support evidence; prepared notes for upcoming articles
B 7 Oct 27 - Nov2 Supported verification of visual content; identified signs of manipulation; prepared evidence summaries for editorial review.
e 8 Nov 3 - Nov9 Drafted and finalized 3 factchecking arficles; applied verification tools and cross-referenced credible sources.
0 9 Nov 10 - Nov 16 Drafted and finalized 2 more fact-checking articles; maintained structured evidence documentation.
" 10 Nov 17 — Nov 23 Drafted and finalized 4 fact-checking articles; coordinated with editorial team for review and publication.
2 1" Nov 24 - Nov 30 Reviewed and updated research data; assisted in Al-generated content verification; finalized drafts for November publications.
3 12 Dec 1-Dec7 Prepared for Digital Citizenship & Misinformation Resilience Training; developed session materials on fact-checking tools.
4 13 Dec 8 - Dec 15 Conducted training sessions on fact-checking and digital verification at ULAB and Jahangirnagar University; facilitated participant and discussions;

Image, Worklog

This content is generated based on the information provided in the internship report for Md.

Shibli Sadik Sifat at the Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS)/Factwatch.

You can adapt these sections and add them to your report:
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Internship Outcome

The internship at the Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS), particularly with the
Factwatch project, culminated in a significant professional and academic transformation. The primary
outcome was the development of specialized expertise in combating contemporary misinformation,
specifically the detection and debunking of Al-generated disinformation. By working as a fact checker
for a Meta third-party partner, the intern directly contributed to the maintenance of information
integrity in the digital landscape of Bangladesh.

Key Outcomes include:

e Fact-Checking Specialization: Mastery of advanced fact-checking methodologies, particularly
those focused on visually and contextually complex content, leading to the efficient
debunking of numerous high-risk claims shared across social media platforms.

e Al Misinformation Protocol Development: The intern actively contributed to the development
of new observation skills and techniques tailored to identify and debunk emerging
Al-generated content (deepfakes, synthetic media), positioning CQS at the forefront of this
new challenge.

e Enhancement of Academic Skills: The experience provided a crucial bridge between
theoretical knowledge from the Major in Digital Journalism and real-world application,
significantly sharpening critical thinking, media analysis, and research capabilities.

e Professional Skill Acquisition: Demonstrated proficiency in Moodle development, data
collection, analytical report writing, and the execution of educational workshops, broadening
the intern's professional toolkit beyond traditional journalism.

e Realization of Career Goal: The hands-on experience in online investigation, pattern analysis,
and uncovering the truth reinforced the intern’s commitment to becoming a media scholar

dedicated to solving modern problems with modern solutions.
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Self-Assessment

, UNIVERSITY OF LIBERAL ARTS
Owerly

BANGLADESH

MSJ043

SELF-ASSESSMENT FORM
The purpose of this survey is to obtain students input on how they think they have performed.
Name of Intern: Md. Shibli Sadik Sifat

University ID: 221012011

Name of the Institute/Organization: Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS)

Corporate Office Address: House # 84, Nandan Kanan, Road # 7/A, Level#4, Satmasjid
Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka -1209, Bangladesh.

Email: cqs@ulab.edu.bd Web: https://cqgs.ulab.edu.bd/

1. During a typical week, approximately how many hours did you dedicate to your internship?

35+

2. Was your internship paid? If yes, how much?

8,000

3. Was your site supervisor available to meet when needed? Tick any one of the following.
[INot at all ISlightly [IModerately UQuite a bit B A great deal

4. Next, we would like to know how you were affected by your internship. Using the scale below, please
indicate the degree to which participation in your internship experience increased or strengthened your

abilities, attitudes, awareness or understanding in each of the areas identified:

1=Not at all 2=Slightly 3=Moderately 4=Quite a bit 5=A great deal
NO | CRITERIA (Personal) RATING
1 I have a sense of satisfaction in doing something worthwhile. 5
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2 I believe in my ability to make a difference. 5
3 I am open to new experiences. 5
4 I have gained the capacity to be more productive. 5
5 I can recognize my personal strengths. 5
6 I can recognize my personal weaknesses. 5
7 I have a sense of personal achievement. 5
8 I have the ability to persevere in difficult tasks 5
NO | CRITERIA (Social/Interpersonal Impact) 5
9 I demonstrate concern for the welfare of others 5
10 I can be understanding and appreciative of people with diverse backgrounds 5
11 I have the ability to work cooperatively with others 5
12 I have the ability to communicate effectively 5
MSJ 043 (00) Pages 1 of 2
13 I have increased my ability to be a leader 5
14 I feel more connected to my community 5
NO | CRITERIA (Academic learning impact) 5
15 | I have acquired knowledge from the job duties I performed 5
16 I have broadened my critical thinking skills (reasoning, problem solving) 5
17 I have learnt the ability to work independently 5
18 I feel my classroom learning was enriched 5
19 I have the ability to connect academic subject matter to the real world. 5
NO | CRITERIA (EMPLOYMENT/JOB SPECIFIC IMPACT) 5
20 | I developed specialised technical skills for a specific job function 5
21 I broadened my future employment possibilities 5
22 | Ireceived an opportunity to explore a specific career 5
23 I developed realistic ideas about the work world 5
24 | I narrowed my future possible career choices. 5
25 What is your average score from this test? 5

5. General Comments
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These three months have been a hectic period of my life. I have met amazing people, worked with them
and most importantly I found examples to get inspiration. I found my interest and I also found my

weaknesses. As I set my foot in the real world, I realize the real education is going to start now.

S

Signature of Intern

MSJ 043 (00) Pages 2 of 2
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Professional Compliance

Throughout the internship period from September 15, 2025, to December 15, 2025, the intern

maintained the highest standards of professional compliance and ethical conduct, adhering strictly to

the guidelines set by the Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS), Factwatch, and the ethical

standards of journalism.

Key areas of compliance included:

Adherence to Fact-Checking Code of Principles: The intern rigorously followed the
Factwatch protocol for non-partisanship, transparency of sources, methodology, and
commitment to correction, which is essential for maintaining integrity as a third-party fact
checker for Meta.

Confidentiality and Data Security: Strict compliance with organizational policies regarding
data privacy, handling of sensitive information, and internal communication, ensuring the
confidentiality of ongoing investigations and internal data analysis projects.

Punctuality and Work Ethic: Consistently met the demanding schedule of 35+ work hours per
week, demonstrating commitment, initiative, and responsibility in meeting all assigned
deadlines for fact-checks and project tasks.

Collaborative and Respectful Environment: The intern fostered a positive professional
relationship with the supervisor, Shuvashish Das Ray Dip, and the wider CQS team,
demonstrating effective cooperation and communication skills, as mnoted in the
self-assessment. The intern's conduct was consistently aligned with the ethical imperative to

maintain information integrity and use expertise for the benefit of public discourse.
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Photos
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Image: selfies, Some photos with my colleagues
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Appendix
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