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On June 23-26th, ULAB CSD’s Lecturer and Research 
Associate Sadia Lena Alfee and Research Assistant Atia 
Fairuz, visited Matarbari in collaboration with Young Power in 
Social Action (YPSA) to observe ongoing entrepreneurship 
training with the women-led Matarbari Boutiques, who 
represent the recent development-induced land displaced represent the recent development-induced land displaced 
families. The team facilitated focus group discussions (FGDs) 
and key informant interviews (KIIs) with communities affected 
by land acquisition in Dholghata, where ongoing 
development threatens local livelihoods. They also took part 
in the training workshops for displaced women artisans about 
social media handling and business entrepreneurship.

During the sessions, residents voiced deep psychological 
distress, mistrust toward institutions, and a strong demand for land 
rights-based training delivered with empathy and cultural sensitivity. 
The visit underscores the importance of participatory, community
driven approaches and trust-building as essential foundations for 
effective and inclusive development interventions aimed at protecting effective and inclusive development interventions aimed at protecting 
the rights and dignity of displaced settlers.

The AABS workshop, titled “Rethinking Social Protection in Enabling 
More Effective and Equitable Fisheries Management in Coastal 
Bangladesh” organised by Center for Sustainable Development (CSD) 
under the Asia-Africa Bluetech Superhighway (AABS) project funded by 
IIED and supported by the Center for Sustainable Development (CSD), 
ULAB brought together experts and practitioners to rethink how social 
protection can more effectively serve Bangladesh’s small-scale 
fisheries. The workshop was an ode to the resilience of Bangladesh’s fisheries. The workshop was an ode to the resilience of Bangladesh’s 
coastal communities - an ode to the effective and equitable social 
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