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Abstract

Geopolitics, as a subject, has rapidly been gaining interest around the world - not only for people
interested to work or study in the field, but also for individuals eager to understand how the
political climate in various regions affects other countries, including theirs. However, with the
topic being vast and complex, without prior knowledge it may prove to be difficult to grasp for
people unfamiliar with the terms of the trade. This paper will largely focus on how geopolitical
issues can be planned, edited, and presented to the common public in a way that accurately
depicts the basics of said issues, while also highlighting the impacts certain political events have
on our lives, with the aim to promote more engagement from the general public, especially the
youth, in geopolitical matters. The study will also explore the various ways in which students
from the Humanities discipline can understand the nature of geopolitics in relation to context,

location, cultures, human behavior, and power dynamics.

In order to better understand how editing and planning can play a role in this matter, this report
will showcase samples from articles published in the English daily newspaper Dhaka Tribune on
geopolitical matters, along with in-depth analyses on how the final versions were decided upon. |

will also include my findings and thoughts on the data collected.



Chapter One

Introduction

Culture is what forms the basis of human behavior, perception, and communication. It shapes
and molds us into categories, and helps to create distinctions amongst various groups of people.
It also helps provide context for events, and adds to the background of incidents that may seem
unfamiliar. Different cultures also allow for varied opinions on certain issues, understanding
which help us to see things from a broader perspective. At the same time, present day news
media plays a vital role in addressing these varied viewpoints and presenting more diverse, more

impactful content that can influence readers positively.

A series of studies conducted by Dr. Richard Nisbett from the University of Michigan carried out
experiments involving American and Asian students to determine how their varying cultures
impacted their perception on things. Dr. Nisbett concluded with the theory that people from
different cultures not only think of different things, but also think differently (“How Culture
Molds Habits of Thought”, New York Times Archive). For instance, when asked to describe what
they noticed from an animation of an underwater scenario, the American students mainly
described the largest and fastest moving fish, while the Asian students all described the
background and surroundings in great detail. This implies that Asians put a lot of importance on

context and background in order to comprehend something.

This report explores how editing and planning policies can assist in presenting culture and

context in terms of complex geopolitical topics, in order to increase readability.



Background:

| began my internship with Dhaka Tribune from October 2021, when | was put in charge of
putting together a monthly article on certain geopolitical roundtable discussions for the weekly
supplement, World in Review. My responsibilities included attending the event, gathering the
information and acquiring the first draft from the assigned reporter, collecting information and
photographs of all the speakers in attendance, editing the article, and laying it out for print. The
articles were based on round-table discussions on various geopolitical issues being organized
every month by Dhaka Tribune, in partnership with Bangladesh Institute of Peace and Security
Studies (BIPSS). The first session of the series, “Quad and AUKUS: Creating Strategic Ripples
in the Indo-Pacific,” was held on October 28, 2021; the second was titled “Taliban Takeover in
Afghanistan: Regional and International Implications,” and it took place on November 30, 2021;
the latest of the discussions was held on December 19, 2021, and it was titled “Belt and Road
Initiative: Connecting the World.” The data analyzed in this report has been collected from the
initial drafts of the articles written by the assigned reporter and printed articles on these 3 events,
to showcase how the editing and planning process for the content aims to increase readership on

geopolitical issues.

Company Profile: Dhaka Tribune

Dhaka Tribune is an English daily newspaper of the country, which operates both online and
offline. It started publishing in 2013, and has become one of the leading English newspapers of
the country. According to a report by Information Minister Mohammad Hasan Mahmud, the
circulation rate for Dhaka Tribune stood at 40,600 in 2020 (UNB report). The newspaper is

owned by Gemcon Group, and the founding and chief editor of the newspaper is Zafar Sobhan.



Dhaka Tribune holds a liberal stance in editorial writing (Wikipedia), and according to their
website, their tone is “non-judgemental, objective and fair.” It is also part of their pledge “to seek
the truth, deliver the facts and offer relevant context and analysis where appropriate.” The
website mentions their vision to “enable maximum participation in the national dialog”, while

providing a platform for new voices and visions to be expressed.

Working for a leading English daily newspaper was an opportunity | could not refuse. With
English Language and Literature as my major, writing, editing, and planning content on various
human issues and caters to a wide range of people seemed like the perfect fit for me. | was never
interested in political/geopolitical issues, and did not attempt to understand the complex concepts
either. However, when | was put in charge of putting together the articles on geopolitical
discussions, a colleague helped me understand the concepts and also shed light on the impacts of
geopolitical issues on Bangladesh, which | was previously unaware of. This brought on the idea

for this report, to explore ways to simplify geopolitical concepts so they reach a larger audience.

A large portion of my responsibilities during my internship included the planning, editing, and
execution of the articles based on roundtable discussions. This put me in charge of making
executive decisions on which of the points discussed should be mentioned and to what extent,
making sure the points of view of the attendees were presented accurately, and also to ensure that

my edits did not compromise the quality and depth of the discussions that took place.

Though it is not explicitly stated in any of their policies, Dhaka Tribune has some guidelines for
editing. During my training period, | was instructed to focus on correcting grammatical and

spelling errors, while also simplifying the language in order to increase readability. Furthermore,
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I was also told strictly to omit any and all incohesive and irrelevant information, and change the

tone to a more neutral and respectful one.

In case of articles where the context is missing and/or unclear, if the authors and reporters are
accessible, | have to collaborate with them to add or elaborate on it. In case of the supplement
content, since both I and the reporter in charge had access to the audio files from the discussions,
| had to refer back to those in case some of the content provided by the reporter was unclear or
incomplete. Here, again, | had to make executive decisions as to which of the information written

by the reporter was relevant, and which should be removed.
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Chapter Two

Literature Review

With modern technology and the internet, the world has come under an umbrella. Having access
to the internet means that information about almost anything is at the tip of our fingers. Media
has played the most vital role in the spread of information since the beginning of time. It is the
tool that has been used by humankind to gather information about not only the people around

them, but also about lands far away.

But the media, especially in powerful countries, is influenced and controlled by the people in
power. There is usually an approved narrative that is sold, which then reaches the masses. In his
book titled Media, Geopolitics, and Power: A View from the Global South (Geopolitics of
Information), Herman Wasserman discusses how the involvement of various foreign companies
in South African media and their people’s dissatisfaction with the misrepresentation of their
nation is testament to the fact that the media can play a vital role in the representation of a
country, its people, its culture, and its political approaches. Misrepresentation not only impacts
the internal dynamics of the country and how the leaders operate, but also affects the perception
other nations may have of them. This, then, may lead to conflicts with other nations that severely

impact the political climate of the world at large.

Therefore, we can assume from here that what we see in the news is not always the complete
truth, and thus a lot of the information is lost when the rich and powerful narrate it. Creating a

space for people to learn about specific geopolitical issues from live discussions, videos, or
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feature articles can allow for misconceptions to be cleared up, thus giving way to better

understanding and more interest in global geopolitics, especially from the youth.

At the same time, culture is a large factor in determining the behaviors, language, actions, and
trends of a particular region. How one country operates or what is acceptable there may not make
sense to someone from a different country; this does not always mean that either way is bad or
wrong. However, failing to take the cultural differences into account or understanding the
context may make way for misunderstandings to be formed and conflicts to rise among various
nations. For example, the Western media has, time and again, painted a picture that women in
Muslim-majority countries are oppressed and need to be saved, because they are made to cover
their heads and are not brought to the forefront in most cases. In a study titled “The Portrayal of
Muslim Women in Western Media: A Content Analysis of the New York Times and The
Guardian”, Faiswal Kasirye, International Islamic University Malaysia, studies 49 articles from
the New York Times and The Guardian which contribute to the misrepresentation of Muslim
women as oppressed and “victims”. This kind of narrative from popular and reliable media
platforms conditions its many international readers into believing in the incorrect portrayal of

Muslim women without any understanding of their religion or culture.

In an article called “The Geopolitics of Culture: Five Substrates” on the Oxford University

Politics Blog (OXPOL), author Nayef Al-Rodhan states:

“Culture has a salient geopolitical relevance in a world that defines itself by much more
than diplomatic exchanges and inter-state relations. This is primarily because of the deeply
visceral and emotional connotations associated with identity issues. This has been the case

throughout history, as exchanges have taken place between people of different cultures for
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millennia, but today they are marked by unprecedented intensity and scope of relations. This
offers great opportunities on a number of levels but also has the potential to initiate tension or

conflict when combined with injustice, inequalities and insecurities.”

He further explains the 5 substrates that the relevance of culture on geopolitics relies on. Firstly,
he says “large collective identities” are important influencers of global politics. He mentions,
“The emotionality embedded in identity issues must be accounted for as it is a strong generator

of political biases within and across state borders.”

Al-Rodhan also includes the significance of global security, which ensures the protection of
states and cultures “through good governance at all levels that guarantees justice for all
individuals, states, and cultures.” Thirdly, he points out that transcultural security should be
ensured to protect human dignity, which is “a fundamental human need in the absence of which
no engagement with other peoples, cultures or nations can be successful.” The author also
mentions that instead of seeing significant cultural achievements of different nations as their
individual accomplishments, we should consider it to be “one fluid human story, comprised of
multiple geo-cultural domains that contain cultures and sub-cultures.” Finally, he states that no
state can succeed by marginalizing others, and thus coexistence and respect should be practiced

with other cultures in order to attain security.

From all the points made in this article, we can understand how culture is an essential element in
determining the context and behavior of a nation or region, which can help us to fully grasp the
power dynamics and political landscape of other nations. This can further help us to understand
world geopolitics, the relationships between various nations, how these equations impact them

and the rest of the world, and perhaps assist us to gain clarity on how the world operates.
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Interestingly, geopolitics and humanities are interconnected in ways that may not seem obvious
at first. Many works of art display power dynamics between countries or the oppression of the
people in others; some literary works are known to be metaphors for significant political moves
made historically. In the book Popular Culture, Geopolitics, and Identity, authors Jason Dittmer
and Daniel Bos elaborate on how the British utilized popular culture like literature to implement
their Empire, dismissing the principles of fairness and equality that they were meant to follow
(Chapter Four). Furthermore, the use of popular media to present a narrative of other nations —
such as Hollywood has done with North Korea and Russia, and Bollywood continues to do with
Pakistan — is mentioned at length in this book. This, again, reiterates the power of media, as it
assists nations to shape perceptions about and reactions towards other countries and cultures.
With a morphed understanding of the power and actions of other nations, citizens may not be
able to have a complete understanding of international and intercultural relations and conflicts. In
that case, the accurate representation of different nations can help with the comprehension of
various global historical events, that not only help us understand human nature and psychology,
but also put into perspective various philosophies and theories that the study of humanities has

helped us understand.
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Chapter Three

Analysis

On their website, Dhaka Tribune claims to put out not only the news, but also relevant and
engaging content that appeals to a wide range of readers, informs the public about important
issues, and presents newer perspectives on various personal, national, and global matters. This
vision has also been clear to me during my internship at the company. As can be seen from
sections like the Features or Opinions pages of the newspaper, a large number of new and
diverse contributing writers are given the space to write about topics that are new or from unique

angles, so as to create more dialogue and broaden the readers’ perspectives.

Over the years, Dhaka Tribune has produced multiple regular and special supplements based on
particular themes and topics. One such supplement, World in Review, was introduced in
September 2021, and is published weekly. The 8-pager supplement deals with various
international and global topics, including opinions and think-pieces by professionals in the

relevant fields.

From October 2021, Dhaka Tribune partnered up with Bangladesh Institute of Peace and
Security Studies (BIPSS) in hosting monthly round-table discussions on a multitude of
geopolitical issues, and subsequently publishing 2-page features in the World in Review
supplement that summarize and highlight key points of discussion from each session. This is the
section that | have been put in charge of, for the planning, editing, and final execution of the

complete pages.

16



As the roundtable discussions are held once a month, there have only been 3 articles that have

been printed in the period that | have worked in this department. This report will study samples

from all 3 of the articles that have been published between November 2021 and January 2022,

and observe the differences between the discussions that took place between professionals with a

plethora of knowledge about said issues in relation to the edited versions that went on print. |

will analyze the language used to introduce the geopolitical topics, how and why certain edits

were made to the quotes from the speakers, and how the language in the final product may affect

the readership of such articles. Below are 4 relevant samples, taken from the 3 articles, which

have been analyzed in this study.

Sample 1

First draft

Final version

“Quad and AUKUS:

Creating Strategic
Ripples in the Indo-
Pacific”, World in

Review (p4-5), Dhaka
Tribune; Published

November 13, 2021

“If Bangladesh decides to be a
part of the Indo-Pacific strategy
in the military context, then it can
have

a military connotation;

otherwise, Matarbari port will
only serve economic and trade

purposes.”

“Bangladesh must remain

committed to the principles of a

Free and Open Indo-Pacific

(FOIP). It has ports which have
significant geo-strategic
importance, such as Matarbari.
However, it must be emphasized
that Dhaka would not join any
military  pact,

agreement or

strategy that would directly

posture the country against
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another state.”

Sample 1 has been taken from the article “Quad and AUKUS: Creating Strategic Ripples in the
Indo-Pacific”, published on November 13, 2021 on the first event from the series of round-table
discussions organized by BIPSS and Dhaka Tribune. This discussion focused on China’s
relationship with superpowers like the United States, the United Kingdom, Japan, India, and
Australia, and how the underlying conflicts may impact the political climate of Bangladesh. With
a lot of foreign representatives in attendance, the discussion leaned towards these superpowers’
agendas and plans regarding China gaining more power. The possible impact of this on
Bangladesh and the stance it is expected to take was brought into question. The portion taken
from the first draft is from a section in the article where the key points of discussion are
mentioned. However, without any context, this particular point may not have made sense to
readers who are unfamiliar with the Matarbari port’s relevance in relation to this topic. I was
aware that providing context wherever necessary is part of the company’s practice. Therefore, to
clarify the relevance of the port and the neutral stance that Bangladesh is expected to make
amidst brewing conflicts, | edited the key point and added some context. While the initial
statement emphasized mainly on the possibility of Bangladesh taking up the Indo-Pacific
strategy and the subsequent military angle attached to it: “If Bangladesh decides to be a part of
the Indo-Pacific strategy in the military context, then it can have a military connotation.” In the
final version, the emphasis was shifted to the ports in Bangladesh being vital for trade, and also
that “...it must be emphasized that Dhaka would not join any military pact, agreement or strategy

that would directly posture the country against another state.” The key point is still kept brief
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while also ensuring that a reader with little knowledge on the matter can understand the stance

being taken, thus reaching a wider audience as per the company’s vision.

Sample 2 First draft Final version

“An impending | “We must reinsert the women | “A conversation on Afghanistan
humanitarian crisis: | into the narrative. In other | must consider how international
What lies ahead for | words, we must rescue the | foreign policy is now geared

Afghanistan after the

Taliban takeover?”,
World in Review (p4-5),
Dhaka Tribune;
published on December

11, 2021

woman from the clutches of the

Taliban.

When we talk about the role of
women in Afghanistan, we must
really put the conversation in the
context of how women always
and women's bodies always have
been a part of war mongering
missions and how it's a
participant and a factor that

would help us understand the

status quo and monitor the ways

in which women's lives in
Afghanistan have been
controlled, surveilled, and

towards feminist foreign policy.
Immediately after 9/11, when the
invasion of Afghanistan was
becoming a reality, probably for
time in modern

the  first

contemporary political history,
did we see instances where
feminism was trotted out as one
of the reasons why an invasion of
a sovereign nation might be

justified.

So when we talk about the role of
women in Afghanistan, we must
really put the conversation in the

context of how women and
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managed. So | think before we
say, or generalize commentary,

such as this is how women's

women’s bodies have always
been a part of warmongering

missions, and we must really

lives have always been in |consider how Afghan women’s
Afghanistan, or this is about | lives have, for years, been
Islam, or this is about the | controlled, surveilled, and
misrepresentation of Islam, we | managed.”

must really put our discourse

into perspective.”

Sample 2 is a quote by one of the speakers taken from the second roundtable discussion by
BIPSS and Dhaka Tribune, titled “An impending humanitarian crisis: What lies ahead for
Afghanistan after the Taliban takeover?” This discussion dealt with the Taliban takeover and its
effects on other South Asian countries, including Bangladesh. Naturally, as with all other
conversations about Afghanistan, women’s rights were brought up by various speakers; to which,
one speaker, Dr. Nazia Manzoor, Senior Lecturer, North South University, responded at length
and from a feminist and humanities perspective. It’s important to note here that the discussions
last about 2 hours, with multiple participants speaking for an average of 10 minutes each. While
every speaker raises important questions, due to space limitations, we have to make significant
edits and omissions, and pick only the most vital points. Here, in the first draft, the writer chose
one portion of the speaker’s 10-minute long speech which she thought to be the most vital
portion. However, without some context, this portion may not have the same kind of impact that
it is meant to have. In my opinion, beginning the quote with, “We must reinsert the women into

the narrative. In other words, we must rescue the woman from the clutches of the Taliban” takes
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away from the gravity of the problem. This particular quote being the only one that directly

addressed the struggles of women in Afghanistan, it may have seemed a little out of place and,

thus, less significant. However, the plights of Afghan women are caused by other deep-rooted

problems of the nation and abroad; hence, while editing, | brought in a large portion of the

background on the feminist movement and Afghanistan that the speaker had mentioned, such as,

“Immediately after 9/11, when the invasion of Afghanistan was becoming a reality, probably for

the first time in modern contemporary political history, did we see instances where feminism was

trotted out as one of the reasons why an invasion of a sovereign nation might be justified.”

Adding this helped to connect the issues spoken about and also emphasize on the fact that

women’s issues are very much integrated in the ongoing conflicts, and are not to be considered

merely a cultural or religious flaw on the Afghans’ part.

Sample 3

First draft

Final version

“An impending

humanitarian crisis:

What lies ahead for

Afghanistan after the

Taliban takeover?”,
World in Review (p4-5),
Dhaka Tribune;
published on December

11, 2021

“Being a Muslim, it is really
upsetting to listen to a few terms;
Islamic terrorism, Taliban or
terrorists. The Muslims are being
called terrorists since 1979, and |
feel ashamed. When a Christian
commits a crime, we don't blame

Christianity.

Why did the superpowers -- the

Omitted

21




Soviets, and the Americans go
there? Leave them alone and let

them lead their lives.”

Putting the pages together from start to finish also meant that | had to make conscious, executive
decisions while editing and finalizing the content. One of the challenges of this was that there
were a number of influential and important individuals present as speakers at the event, and | had
to ensure that they were not misquoted and/or misrepresented. Despite the space constraint for
the article, my aim was to keep as many of the speakers’ quotes as possible, so that their valuable
input did not go unshared. However, space was not the only constraint here. As can be seen in
Sample 3, one speaker only expressed their personal feelings on their religion being portrayed
poorly, and they did not back up their sentiments with any background information or
explanation as to why the existing discrimination against Islam and Muslims is unfair or
damaging. To me, the quote seemed too heavily based on emotions, and while the emotions echo
those of other people from the same faith, | felt that this particular portion did not add much
value to the article as a whole, and that it did not serve our purpose. Our aim was to present
varied points of view from various experts on the topic, which could perhaps educate more
people about the current circumstances in Afghanistan and assess the impacts it may have on its
neighboring countries. Also, in my view, the Islamophobia the speaker mentioned is not only
part of a much larger issue, but also remains an unclear and uncomfortable topic for many, and
should be treaded carefully and comprehensively in order to create effective dialogue. Therefore,

I made the decision to remove the quote from the final product.

22




Sample 4 First draft Final version
“Belt and Road | Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): | Belt and Road Initiative (BRI):
Initiative: ~ Connecting | The context The context

the world”, World in
Review (p4-5), Dhaka
Tribune; published on

January 8, 2022

A reincarnation of the old Silk
Road, the belt came first. The
plan for the road is outlined by Xi
Jinping in 2014. The road is the
the belt

maritime route and

consists of the land routes.

BRI also takes up a lot of bigger
construction and infrastructure
projects all around the world. For
example, the Padma Bridge Rail
Link project in Bangladesh,
Central Asia China Gas Pipeline,
Doralen multipurpose Port in
Djibouti, Mombasa-Nairobi
Standard Gauge Railway in
Kenya, the Melaka Gateway
project in Malaysia, the Belgrade,

Montenegro Bar port in Serbia etc

The Belt and Road Initiative

(BRI) is a combination of

connectivity land and

by
maritime routes. The concept
was first introduced by President
Xi Jinping during his visit to
Kazakhstan in 2013 and further

explained during his address in

Jakarta next year.

Touted as the reincarnation of
the old Silk Road, the belt came
first. The plan for the road was
outlined by Xi Jinping in 2014.
The road is the maritime route

and the belt consists of the land

routes.
So far, according to official
statistics, 142 countries have
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including other very large

infrastructures and mega projects

all around the world.

signed on to BRI, which entails
42 countries in Sub Saharan
Africa, 34 countries in Europe
and Central Asia, 24 countries in
East Asia and the Pacific, 17
countries of the Middle East in
North Africa, 19 countries in the
Latin  America and  the
Caribbean, and 7 countries in
South  Asia. Thus, BRI’s
expansion has touched all the

continents.

There are also 66 international
organizations that are connected
to BRI, which includes various
and

financial institutions

construction institutions,
showcasing the variety of entities

taking part in the initiative.

The total cost approximation for
the vision of BRI is estimated to

be $4 trillion which is massive to
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say the least. The World Bank
estimates that by 2018, $600
billion has already been spent on
the BRI project and the funding
which had slowed down due to
the pandemic for the last two
years is again picking up, with
the pace of disbursement over
100 billion dollars a year and

increasing.

BRI has also taken up a lot of big
construction and infrastructure
projects all around the world. For
example, the Padma Bridge Rail
Link project in Bangladesh,
Central Asia China Gas Pipeline,
Doraleh Multipurpose Port in
Djibouti, Mombasa-Nairobi
Standard Gauge Railway in
Kenya, the Melaka Gateway
project in  Malaysia, the

Belgrade, Montenegro Bar port
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in Serbia etc including other very
large mega infrastructure

projects all around the world.

The BRI essentially rests on six
economic corridors; four land
corridors, and two corridors that

have maritime access.

The corridors are Eurasia Land
Bridge Economic  Corridor,
China-Mongolia-Russia

Economic Corridor (CMREC),
China-Central Asia-West Asia
Economic Corridor (CCAWEC),
China-Indochina Peninsula
economic corridor (CICPEC),
Bangladesh, China, India
Myanmar economic corridor
(BCIMEC) and China Pakistan

Economic Corridor (CPEC).

A lot of the time, my job includes not just editing a piece of work, but also doing my own
research to verify the information I’ve been given, and sometimes adding more information to

increase the weight and credibility of the article. In this case, for the third session of the BIPSS
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and Dhaka Tribune series of round-tables, we decided to include a more thorough context for
readers who may be unfamiliar with the Belt and Road Initiative. Upon receiving the first draft,
I, myself, found it difficult to fully grasp the concept and purpose of the initiative. Therefore,
after carrying out my own research on the topic and by the help of the recordings of the
discussion, | was able to include more information that provides a more in-depth and
comprehensive background to the topic at hand. As can be witnessed from the final version, a lot
of statistics and information was included, which could make it easier for readers with little to no
idea about the subject to better understand why this topic is relevant for Bangladesh or South
Asia as a whole. It is also important, | believe, to make more readers aware of these initiatives
that have a global impact. However, while our aim is to make the articles simpler in order to
reach a wider audience, it is also important to not compromise with the complexities of the
topics. Geopolitical issues are vast and complex in nature, and while some context can help the
general public be introduced to the idea and gain interest in it, we also have to be careful not to
delve too deep into the history and intricacies of the topic, and keep the focus on further
discussions taking place to spread new ideas and opinions. With the information provided as
context, it is my hope that readers who grasp the basic idea on the subject are encouraged to do

their own research too in order to understand the issues better and continue the dialogue.
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Chapter Four

Findings

From the analyses of the data given in the last chapter, what is certain is that context is vital in
order to present new and complex ideas to the general public. Generally, as human nature goes,
an unfamiliar or complicated topic which is not necessarily a part of one’s area of expertise is
something they tend to avoid. Even with news reports and mentions in the media, the technical
jargon used or the direct mentions may discourage someone from trying to delve deeper into the
subject. However, geopolitics is a subject that affects almost every country globally. Having
some understanding of it can shed some light on the power dynamics between different nations,
how the economies vary based on their cultures, how conflicts are resolved differently based on
geographical location, and how all of these different factors may impact us as a country and a
people. These are all grand ideas involving a multitude of factors, and so, studying these may
prove to be overwhelming. However, if these complex ideas are made simpler, it could greatly

impact how the general public, especially the youth, respond to global cultures and behaviors.

This is where planning and editing play an important role. Although part of a leading daily
newspaper, the segment | worked for is, in itself, a special portion that branches out of the
regular national news. The supplement World in Review offers the readers of Dhaka Tribune
some insight into particular international news and events that may prove to be important for us
as a nation. Moreover, the articles I have been in charge of are a new addition to the supplement.
From the very first article that was published, | was obligated to present a thorough and
comprehensive insight into the geopolitical issues discussed at the events. By way of paying
attention to everything discussed, and assessing the significance of everything mentioned, | was
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able to put together summaries of the events with sufficient information regarding the relevant

topics.

Apart from the printed version of the articles, online versions were also uploaded to the website.
Furthermore, the video footage from each of the 3 events was uploaded to the Dhaka Tribune
YouTube channel, and garnered over a hundred views each. Therefore, it can be assumed that the

content being put out is reaching a wide range of audiences through different mediums.

As a renowned newspaper, Dhaka Tribune has a dedicated reader-base, both online and on print.
Furthermore, with more new media content being put out from the company’s social media, it is
rapidly attracting a larger audience that has come to expect quality content from the company.
With each event, the number of attendees has increased, with more people, especially the youth,
interested in participating in the discussions. Therefore, it can be expected that the geopolitical
topics that are being brought to the forefront will attract more readers and broaden their

knowledge on these subjects.

However, while the number of attendees for the roundtable discussions has increased gradually,
it is still too early to assess the impact these articles may have on people’s interest in geopolitics.

In order to do so, further observations and analyses will be required over a longer period of time.
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Chapter 5

Conclusion

Bangladesh has been gaining significant geopolitical importance in recent years. In an article
from Foreign Policy titled “50 Years After Independence, Bangladesh Bursts Into Geopolitics”,
C. Raja Mohan explains how, over the last few decades since its independence, Bangladesh has
gone from being considered a “one of the world’s most destitute countries” to graduating from
the category of least developed countries, owing to its gradual and significant economic growth.
This, he says, has allowed Bangladesh to be well on its way to becoming a significant player in
geopolitics, especially in the Indo-Pacific region. Under such circumstances, better
understanding of geopolitical issues will enable the people of the country to be involved in future

geopolitical possibilities for their country.

From what | understood through this process, it seems to me that, if presented accurately and
explained in a way that properly depicts the vitality of world politics, more and more people will
begin to pay attention to geopolitics. This also sheds light on the importance of a proper editing
process, which does not only include making corrections to the grammar, but also involves

deeper consideration of what the content depicts and how it can be perceived by the readers.

Through this experience, | came to realize how closely connected the subject really is to my field
of interest. Almost all major historical events around the world were either responsible for
influencing, or were influenced by, culture, human interest, philosophy, the arts, and social
construct; and so, it is imperative that we take real life events into account in order to fully grasp

humanities as a concept.
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