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INTRODUCTION 

 

Research is something that every undergraduate student fears but also learns to respect. While not 

all research is groundbreaking new information, there is no doubt about the fact that the creation 

of new knowledge, whether it be a discovery or based on previous knowledge, expands on the 

existing body of information we have available to us. With this creation of new knowledge, we 

take yet another step toward the future. 

I had previously worked at an agency for over a year as an English Copywriter, and I did not want 

to go back to the same field for my internship as I wanted to broaden my horizons, and also finally 

seize the opportunity to observe, understand, and take part in the field of research. CQS was the 

perfect opportunity for me as I had previously shot a corporate video there for the Created Private 

Media course and hearing Sumon sir share his thoughts on the role of a researcher motivated me 

to venture into the field. While I did speak to Sumon Sir regarding a potential internship at CQS at 

that time, I did not expect that I would try to join CQS instead of sticking to my comfort zone as a 

copywriting intern in some agency. I ended up deciding to mail Sumon Sir, along with my CV, 

querying about a potential spot for an internship at CQS. To my surprise, he accepted my request 

and thus, provided me with the opportunity to work and learn at CQS. 

CQS was my first option, because not only is Sumon Sir a highly capable researcher, and working 

under him would provide me with an immense opportunity to learn, but also because CQS is home 

to FactWatch, one of the country’s first effective fact-checking organizations. As the first 

Bangladeshi organization to earn both the IFCN certification and a partnership with Facebook, 

FactWatch is a well-known name in the industry and would allow me to learn the in and outs of 

fact-checking alongside research. 

Joining a small team allowed me to communicate and learn more effectively as it provided me 

with more diversified work assignments to do, and as such, allow me to improve and learn 

multiple new skills. 
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EXPECTATIONS 

 

Going into my internship, my primary learning goal was one thing only – learn how to research. 

Moreover, while this internship was my second job ever, this was my first time interacting with 

my colleagues in person, rather than through Zoom or Google Meet. I have always struggled in 

social scenarios, and this was a side of myself I wanted to tackle as well during my time at CQS. 

Here are the expectations I had going into my internship: 

 Develop a greater understanding and capability of research work 

 Learn the formats and methodology for writing a research paper or a proposal 

 Develop my critical thinking skills 

 Explore new social and teamwork dynamics 

 Learn the resources required and the process of fact-checking 

 Develop social skills relevant in a professional environment 

 Develop healthy working relationships 
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HOST ORGANIZATION 

 

Organization Type: Research Centre 

Address: Oboshor Bhaban, Road 5/A @ Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka – 1209 

Website: https://cqs.ulab.edu.bd/ 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 Internationalization and Virtual Exchange: Borderless between EU and Asian Countries – 

HARMONY 

 Scaling-up Care for Perinatal Depression through Technological Enhancements to the 

"Thinking Healthy Programme" – ENHANCE 

 

Completed Projects: 

 Partnership to ensure the sustainability of a public health palliative care project in Bangladesh 

through Community Theater 

 Midline Project Evaluation – Mapped in Bangladesh (MiB) 

 Understanding patterns of recreation and Media-use of RMG workers in Dhaka City: An 

Exploratory Study 

 Encountering “Info-demic” during a Pandemic: Exploring Issues of Communication Crisis 

during COVID-19 in Bangladesh 

 Fear and Stigma in the Context of Corona Epidemic in Bangladesh: A Rapid Research 

 Being Safe, Being Cyberpositive 

 Capacity Building of Bangladeshi Web Portals and Human Rights Organizations at the 

Peripheral Level to Increase Safety and Combat Misinformation 
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 Study on Reporting on Rohingya Refugees in Selected Media of Bangladesh with a focus on 

Cox’s Bazar and National Newspapers 

 

Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS) is also the parent organization of FactWatch, an 

internationally renowned fact-checking organization. FactWatch was established with the 

objective of promoting Media Information Literacy (MIL) and raising awareness about misinformation, 

disinformation, fake news, and rumors in Bangladesh. FactWatch was the first organization in 

Bangladesh to be certified by the International Fact-Checking Network (IFCN), as well as the first 

fact-checking organization in Bangladesh to enter a partnership with Facebook as a third-party 

fact-checker. 
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TASKS 

 

Given the nature of the organization and the small team, I had to undertake many different roles 

during my internship at CQS. The list of tasks during my internship was as follows: 

 Proofreading and editing of research papers 

 Proofreading, editing, and writing content for the new CQS website 

 Translating and editing documents and presentations from Bangla to English 

 Assisting fact-checkers with data collection and fact-finding 

 Attending meetings and brainstorming sessions for current and new projects 

 Launching the first International Fact-Checking Day Event in Bangladesh, which was also the 

first event in Bangladesh to feature members from every prominent fact-checking organization 

in the country. 
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Project 1 

 

Project Name: Corrections and Content for the new CQS website 

 

Project Brief: The current CQS website is lacking in relevant and updated information, and as 

such, a new website is currently in the works. My first project at CQS involved taking content 

from the CQS website, correcting, rewriting, and writing new content as needed. This project 

involves mainly me and the system analyst, Rahul Roy, who is currently working on the design 

for the new website.  

 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: 

 I looked through old project data for both CQS and FactWatch to better understand the work 

that CQS has done. 

 I proofread and corrected the entire current website, along with the English section on the 

FactWatch yearly report as a good portion of the new content was to be rewritten/replaced 

from the current content. 

 For this project, I worked under the supervision of Sumon Sir, who oversaw my progress and 

provided feedback at every stage. 

My first day at CQS was uneventful and mostly functioned as an ice-breaker as I got to know the 

team and observe how they operate and function. This was also when I started learning about the 

fact-checking process as it was the only active ongoing project at that time. For the most part, I 

observed my colleagues and how they went about finding fake news, debunking it, and writing a 

report on it. My second day at CQS was when I was assigned to work on the content for the 

website. What I had initially assumed would be a small and fast project was anything but, as the 

websites were in need of editing, with outdated information, which I had to verify and correct by 

communicating with my colleagues and Sumon sir. The final changes are reflective of this, as the 

FactWatch section and the Message from the Director section have been rewritten/replaced 

entirely, with the other changes throughout the different pages. 



15 | P a g e  
 

 

  

Image 1.1 – Comparison of the old (top) and new (bottom) “Message from the Director”. 
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Image 1.2 – Content for the FactWatch section - Part 1 
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Image 1.3 – Content for the FactWatch section - Part 2 
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Image 1.4 – Content for the FactWatch section - Part 3 
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Image 1.5 – Example of Changes 

 

 

   



20 | P a g e  
 

Challenges and Mistakes: 

 I had to rework some parts of the “Message from the Director” sector, as my initial draft was 

not entirely satisfactory. 

 I underestimated how long the project would take me as I had thought on my initial 

readthrough of the contents it did not seem as if there was a lot to edit or change. 

 

Learnings: 

 I learned not to underestimate the projects that come my way. 

 I learned a lot about the current and past projects of the organization, which would go on to 

help me with my other projects down the line. 

 This project helped me attain a better understanding of the language and tone that was to be 

suited for most CQS content. 

 I became more proficient in proofreading and editing website content. 



21 | P a g e  
 

Project 2 

 

Project Name: Study on Web Portals to Combat Misinformation 

 

Project Brief: The project, Capacity Building of Bangladeshi Web Portals and Human Rights 

Organizations at the Peripheral Level to Increase Safety and Combat Misinformation, was funded 

by Facebook and it involved carrying out a series of workshops to build the capacity of 

Bangladeshi Web Portals and Human Rights Organizations at the peripheral level to increase 

online safety and combat misinformation. There is a widespread sentiment that social media 

websites are the sole producers of misinformation, and while that is mostly indisputable, there are 

nuances that require greater understanding. The purpose of this study was to conceptualize this 

knowledge through a series of workshops for around 70 web portals operating in remote areas of 

Bangladesh. 

 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: This project and the subsequent report had already been 

completed by the time I joined CQS. However, I was tasked to proofread and edit the report 

before it was uploaded to the site, or submitted to a publisher. I coordinated with my colleague, 

Nasrin Jabin, a research associate, who had previously worked on the report, in editing this paper. 

I ended up correcting over 200 minor errors, and rewriting a small section. I also had to go 

through old transcripts of the interviews as the English translation was done incorrectly, and as 

such, I fixed the translations and edited the paper afterward with the corrected translations. 
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Image 2.1 – Email from Sumon Sir containing the report, the day before I started working 
on it 
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Image 2.2 – Example of Changes – Part 1  
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Image 2.3 – Example of Changes – Part 2 
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Image 2.4 – I had to retranslate the quotes from the interviewees in order to correct these 
sections  
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Challenges and Mistakes: 

 The most common problem I faced when tackling this project is that some of the people who 

had worked on writing the report were not currently working at CQS. As such, I had to figure 

some of the language and errors out myself, instead of having a base to draw from. 

 My biggest mistake here, and my most common throughout my internship I would say, is 

waiting on feedback to do things. Even if I knew what I was doing was correct, and I knew the 

feedback would be to change whatever it is I wanted to change, I would still wait for that 

feedback before proceeding, which was highly inefficient. It would have been much easier to 

just change it and then mark the area for inspection later on. It would have also been more in 

line with the work culture at CQS as well. I was too rigid in my method as that was how I had 

to work with previous clients. 

Learnings: 

 With every single report I worked on or read at CQS I became more and more familiar with 

the style and formatting required for the reports. 

 It was during my time at CQS, that I first started reading reports for more than just 

understanding and started actively looking for logical inaccuracies, formatting errors, incorrect 

citations, and so on. I developed a more critical method of approaching research papers. 
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Project 3 

 

Project Name: Study on the Recreation Activity of RMG Workers 

 

Project Brief: The project, Understanding Patterns of Recreation and Media-Use of RMG 

Workers in Dhaka City: An Exploratory Study, was funded by WaterAid Bangladesh and it delved 

into the existing forms of entertainment, as well as recreational cultural activities of RMG workers 

in Bangladesh during their leisure. This study explored the variation of media usage amongst the 

RMG workers in relation to their class, gender, working conditions, migration history, and health. 

 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: Much like my previous project, this was already completed by 

the time I had joined CQS. However, unlike the previous project where I just needed to edit and 

proofread, this report required significant rewrites. This was my most complex task yet as I had 

next to no information to work with, regarding the findings. The research was conducted by 

previous CQS researchers and as such there was a clear lack of information. Regardless, I worked 

to reduce the word count from over 10,000 to around 7,000. This is alongside corrections to the 

report as a whole.  
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Image 3.1 – I made significant changes all throughout this report (Part 1) 
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Image 3.2 – Changes Part 2 

  



30 | P a g e  
 

Image 3.3 – Changes Part 3  

  



31 | P a g e  
 

Image 3.4 – Changes Part 4   
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Challenges and Mistakes: 

 This was a very time-consuming project as there were significant issues with the language. 

The problem was multi-faceted as there was a significant change in the language halfway 

across the report, as the literature review was impossibly complex compared to the rest of the 

project, which, on the other hand, was comparatively simplistic. 

 This project was where I truly felt out of my depth and was not entirely satisfied with the final 

report I delivered to Sumon sir. Writing is where I feel I have an advantage compared to some 

of my peers, and coming up short on that end was an unpleasant experience. Sumon sir said 

that this report would go on the back-burner as it would require significant changes, and there 

was an upcoming event that was more crucial and time-sensitive compared to working on this 

report. 

 

Learnings: 

 While I did complete the corrections and second-pass edits on this report, I did not complete 

this project to my satisfaction. This was a reminder that there was a lot I needed to learn, 

which led me to request my colleague, Nasrin Jabin, to allow me access to her files for the 

research writing course she takes on behalf of CQS. Since then, I have watched all the class 

tutorials and read all the class materials, to improve my knowledge on research writing and 

methodology. 
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Project 4 

 

Project Name: Study on the Media Framing of Rohingya Refugees 

 

Project Brief: Funded by Deutsche Welle, this project, Study on Web Portals to combat 

Misinformation Capacity Building of Bangladeshi Web Portals and Human Rights Organizations 

at the Peripheral Level to Increase Safety and Combat Misinformation, dived into the media 

framing of the Rohingya refugees at certain points of the Rohingya crisis, and how national and 

local newspapers portrayed the Rohingya at those key junctures. 

 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: While the research portion of this project had already been 

completed by the time I had joined CQS, the report was not delivered and my colleagues were 

working on feedback from the representatives from Deutsche Welle. I was tasked to join my 

colleague, Nasrin Jabin, in working on the feedback for the Introduction and Literature review 

sections. After the completion of this, I worked on the corrections and minor edits that needed to 

be done on the project. By this point, I had become much more proficient in doing so compared to 

when I had just started, and with Sumon sir’s approval and final edits, the report was submitted to 

the representatives from Deutsche Welle. 
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Image 4.1 – Rewrites in the Introduction 
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Image 4.2 – Rewrites and Corrections in the Literature Review  
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Image 4.3 – Further Edits and Corrections after the Findings section was completed  
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Challenges and Mistakes: 

 Although this was the largest report I had to work with so far, the progress was much 

smoother and it was relatively easy to adjust for client feedback and complete the project. I do 

not believe I made any mistake in completing this project. 

 

Learnings: 

 I learned about adjusting report writing as per client needs, and how the lack of very minor 

details, which originally may seem inconsequential, can lead to an argument or a statement 

failing to achieve the desired result. 

 This project led me to think far more critically about any statements a report is making and if 

they can hold up logically. 
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Project 5 

 

Project Name: International Fact-Checking Day 

 

Project Brief: The International Fact-Checking Day was established and first celebrated by the 

International Fact-Checking Network in 2017. The main purpose of the day is to celebrate the 

profession of fact-checking and allow fact-checkers from all over the world to connect as part of 

one large international community. As a part of CQS, FactWatch organized the country’s first 

forum discussion amongst Bangladeshi fact-checkers, to live up to the spirit of the International 

Fact-Checking Day and bring together a community of Bangladeshi fact-checkers. 

 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: This was the big upcoming project that I was assigned a few 

days after I had joined CQS. I was involved in almost every aspect of the event. This was my first 

time working on hosting an event, and the stakes involved made for a challenging experience. 

I designed a program flow for the event alongside another colleague, with feedback from Sumon 

sir. I provided the copy for the X-Banners, Backdrop, and Digital Banners. I contacted the Media 

Lab Instructor, Piyas Roy, to get the graphic content designed. After the initial designs were 

created, I and my colleagues offered our opinions on the design options. 

I, alongside, another colleague worked with the ULAB admin to secure the auditorium for the 

event and all other necessities. We went to the permanent campus to secure funds from the ULAB 

accounts office, and the treasurer. We were the ones to pick up the crest for the chief guest and all 

the other banner materials. I was the one to mail the Media Lab for the equipment we would need 

for the event, as well as go there in person to sort out the details. Lastly, I, alongside some of my 

other colleagues, secured the catering services for the event and other materials from Rayer Bazar.  

I wrote the invitation emails, as well as the panelist invitation emails that my colleague, Apon 

Das, mailed to every guest and panelist. I was the one assigned to contact every single guest and 

panelist the day before the event to confirm their attendance. I was also the point of contact at this 

time, for every guest, if any issue were to arise. 
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Image 5.1 – Invitation Card Copy  
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Image 5.2 – Final Invitation Card 
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Image 5.3 & 5.4 – Guest and Panelist Email Invitation Drafts 
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Image 5.5 & 5.6 – Emails that were sent to guests and panelists 
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Image 5.7 – The Backdrop for the Event 
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Image 5.8 – Mail to IT for Equipment 



45 | P a g e  
 

Challenges and Mistakes: 

 This was my first time working on an event at all, much less an important one, and as such, I 

was lost as to how to proceed at certain times, at which point my colleagues aided me. Without 

their assistance, I would probably never have been able to get as much done as I did. 

 A potentially large mistake occurred when I forgot about ordering water for the event. So, my 

colleagues and I went that very day (about 4 days before the event) to buy the bottles of water. 

 Another mistake occurred when I and a colleague did not account for the backdrop stand 

outside ULAB, which we could have made use of, with another backdrop. 

 It took a few revisions of the invitation letter before Sumon sir was fully satisfied with it. 

 

Learnings: 

 There was so much I learned about event management over the course of working on this 

event. I learned about the entire process and how much time and effort is involved in making 

sure an event goes well. Even a relatively small event (this was for around 40 people) takes a 

lot of effort to get off the ground. I learned about all the different elements involved in making 

sure the event, which include but is not limited to– Ensuring location is secure, ensuring guests 

are notified and there is a constant channel of communication, ensuring that all graphical 

content is created ahead of time, ensuring that there is enough food and water if the event were 

to have refreshments available, ensuring there are enough funds to facilitate the acquisiton of 

anything that may be required for the event, and so much more. 

 I learned about adjusting for emergencies on the fly (Guests not showing up, not enough mics, 

and so on). 

 I learned the importance of networking and maintaining good professional relationships. 

 All in all, this was a highly rewarding experience, and I know my next time hosting an event 

will be a significantly easier and smoother experience. 
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Project 6 

 

Project Name: International Fact-Checking Day – Speech and Hosting 

 

Project Brief: The International Fact-Checking Day was established and first celebrated by the 

International Fact-Checking Network in 2017. The main purpose of the day is to celebrate the 

profession of fact-checking and allow fact-checkers from all over the world to connect as part of 

one large international community. As a part of CQS, FactWatch organized the country’s first 

forum discussion amongst Bangladeshi fact-checkers, to live up to the spirit of the International 

Fact-Checking Day and bring together a community of Bangladeshi fact-checkers. 

 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: Alongside my responsibilities in making sure the event goes 

smoothly, I was also one of two hosts for the event. I was the English-speaking host for the initial 

part of the event and had to provide the introductory speech (which I wrote entirely), as well as 

introduce our Vice-chancellor Imran Rahman sir for his welcome remarks, and our chief guest, 

Mr. Shafiqul Alam for his speech. 
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Image 6.1 & 6.2 – Introductions and Speech 

  



48 | P a g e  
 

 

Image 6.3 – The speech I had written and had with me on the stage 
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Challenges and Mistakes: 

 Owing to my social anxiety, this was a bit of a harrowing ordeal for me. I have never been 

very comfortable when I am in the spotlight, and I tend to make mistakes far more often when 

this is the case. However, I am very glad to say my speech, and introductions went off without 

a hitch. The only thing I wish I would have done better is to look at the audience more often as 

I was giving the speech. I was afraid I would just forget my words, which I had already 

memorized previously. However, I did do better in that regard than I expected myself to do 

when I went up on the stage for the first time. 

 

Learnings: 

 I remember that when I first joined ULAB and had to present in my English course in the first 

semester, I just froze up, and barely got three lines out. It was very difficult for me to present 

in front of people. And now that I could get up on a stage during an important event and give a 

speech without any issues makes me feel a bit of pride. It is an incredible feeling, knowing that 

I have slowly improved on a problem I have faced my entire life. I think that is my greatest 

learning from this project. My limitations do not need to remain my limitations, I can always 

improve. 
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Project 7 

 

Project Name: International Fact-Checking Day – Press Release 

 

Project Brief: The International Fact-Checking Day was established and first celebrated by the 

International Fact-Checking Network in 2017. The main purpose of the day is to celebrate the 

profession of fact-checking and allow fact-checkers from all over the world to connect as part of 

one large international community. As a part of CQS, FactWatch organized the country’s first 

forum discussion amongst Bangladeshi fact-checkers, to live up to the spirit of the International 

Fact-Checking Day and bring together a community of Bangladeshi fact-checkers. 

 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: The night of the event, around 30 minutes after I got back home 

I was tasked to write up an English press release for the event, which was then translated to 

Bangla by a colleague. I worked till 11 at night in order to finish the press release so that Sumon 

sir can check it, and it can be delivered as soon as possible. 
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Image 7.1 – Press Release Part 1 
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Image 7.2 – Press Release Part 2   
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Image 7.3 – Feedback on the Press Release from Sumon Sir 
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Challenges and Mistakes: 

 I knew much earlier that I would need to write a press release after the event. If I had made a 

draft on which I could work, I could have saved myself both time and sleep. 

 Time pressure was high and I had to finish the press release fast, while also including all 

relevant information. 

 

Learnings: 

 I learned that I definitely should start planning ahead, especially when I know what I would 

have to do. 

 While I learned the basics of writing a press release in my ULAB courses, this was my first 

time doing so in an actual professional environment, with very real ramifications. Now I am 

certainly more comfortable with writing a press release.  



55 | P a g e  
 

Project 8 

 

Project Name: Translation of Bangladesh Betar Presentation Slides 

 

Project Brief: Sumon Sir was giving a set of presentations at Bangladesh Betar on the topic of 

Raising Public Awareness for Rumor Prevention but was doing so in Bangla. The slides needed to 

be reworked and translated to English for one such presentation. 

 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: My colleague messaged me at around midnight with this 

assignment. I had to translate the slides for Sumon Sir’s presentation fully as he would be 

presenting the day after. As such, I rushed to finish the translation as soon as I could, while still 

ensuring that nothing gets lost in translation. I finished the translation around three hours later. 

Later on, in the morning, in the office, the translated slides were edited further to accommodate 

some final changes. 
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Fig 8.1 – Email containing the slides that I had to translate 
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Image 8.2 & 8.3 – Example of Translation Part 1 
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Image 8.4 & 8.5 – Example of Translation Part 2 
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Image 8.6 – Delivering the Translated Slides   
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Challenges and Mistakes: 

 While I did not make any mistakes, this was challenging, as I was very tired when I started 

actually working on the translations at midnight and I had to persevere till I finished, so that 

the slides can be ready for the presentation tomorrow. 

 

Learnings: 

 I learned not to compromise quality and urgency for ease.  
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INTERNSHIP OUTCOME 

 

I wanted to join CQS because it offered me an opportunity. An opportunity to experience a new 

field, and learn a new craft. And that is exactly what I got. Through my work on report 

proofreading and editing, I learned to better discern research language and formatting. By going 

through all the previous reports I attained a better understanding of the past research conducted at 

CQS, and how I would need to approach research in the future. I gained a more discerning eye as 

to the importance of logical accuracy in making statements or arguing a point. I am more 

interested than ever in being involved with research projects down the line, and actively 

participating in the creation of new knowledge. I learned both the importance of self-learning and 

proper communication with teammates to achieve the best results. Going into my internship I had 

never expected to learn about event management, but I learned a lot about the whole process and 

pitfalls of event management. Ultimately, my internship at CQS has been an incredible learning 

experience, and I plan on learning a lot more, as I continue working there. 

 

Realizations 

A lot of perceptions I had about myself that arose from my time at ULAB were challenged. My 

interest in leadership has been an absolute rollercoaster. When I first joined ULAB, I abhorred the 

idea of leading anyone, and yet I ended up doing so my very first semester, and every semester 

after that, and at some point, I came to prefer the leadership role. This changed again in my last 

few semesters as I would rather do anything but lead a group. Starting at CQS I realized that I was 

never fit for a leadership role. I was never somebody I would want to work under. While I may be 

capable when I put the effort in, I never really engaged the team members as much as I should 

have, regardless of whether I expected them to provide a similar amount of output, which I now 

realize is so very vital, not being the leader myself. True teamwork is absolutely vital and I have 

my amazing colleagues at CQS to thank for that, as well as Sumon sir’s expert supervision. I want 

to see myself rise to be someone who can be an effective leader. I want to be just as reliable and 

trustworthy to my coworkers as I am to the work itself. 
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My time at CQS has done a lot to allay my fears of working in a public office. I had imagined that 

I would have a difficult time fitting in, but that was not the case at all. I got all along very well 

with everyone, very soon into my internship. This was something I would have once thought 

entirely inconceivable. It has helped me realize that sometimes my worst enemy is myself and my 

preconceived notions and that I should always allow myself the chance to improve. 

 

Achievements from Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies 

Over the course of my internship, I worked on proofreading and editing multiple previous reports, 

at least one of which I will be an author on, and possibly acknowledged in others. Due to my lack 

of skill in Bangla, I wasn’t able to work under the FactWatch banner and work on reports. 

However, I have helped my colleagues out with their fact-checking numerous times and 

developed fact-checking skills of my own. 

However, my biggest personal achievement is probably going up on that stage and being able to 

do my part. Knowing how I once was, I think that is by far the biggest indication of how far I have 

come, not just throughout the internship, but throughout my entire time at ULAB. I have learned 

and I have grown, and I acknowledge that I have much farther yet to go. 
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WORKPLACE LOG 

I apologize for the horrible handwriting. I do not usually take handwritten notes, and for the most 

part, prefer to take notes in word files/google docs.  
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                                                                                                                  MSJ043                                                                                                                              
 

SELF ASSESSMENT FORM 

 

The purpose of this survey is to obtain students’ input on how they think they have performed.  
 
Name of Intern: _Atihar Autonu_ 
 
University ID: ___182012045___ 
 
Name of the Institute/Organization: Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies 
Corporate Office Address: Oboshor Bhaban, Road 5/A @ Satmasjid Road, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka – 1209 
Email: cqs@ulab.edu.bd Web: https://cqs.ulab.edu.bd/ 

 
1. During a typical week, approximately how many hours did you dedicate to your internship?  
34-40 hours on average 

 
2. Was your internship paid? If yes, how much?  
Yes, 5,000 BDT per month 
 
3. Was your site supervisor available to meet when needed? Tick any one of the following.  
 

☐Not at all  ☐Slightly ☐Moderately  ☐Quite a bit  ☐A great deal  
 
4. Next, we would like to know how you were affected by your internship. Using the scale below, 
please indicate the degree to which participation in your internship experience increased or 
strengthened your abilities, attitudes, awareness, or understanding in each of the areas identified:  
 
1=Not at all  2=Slightly 3=Moderately  4=Quite a bit  5=A great deal  
 
NO CRITERIA (Personal) RATING 
1 I have a sense of satisfaction in doing something worthwhile.  5 
2 I believe in my ability to make a difference.  5 
3 I am open to new experiences.  5 
4 I have gained the capacity to be more productive.  5 
5 I can recognize my personal strengths.  4 
6 I can recognize my personal weaknesses.  5 
7 I have a sense of personal achievement.  4 
8 I have the ability to persevere in difficult tasks  5 
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NO CRITERIA (Social/Interpersonal Impact)  
9  I demonstrate concern for the welfare of others  4 
10 I can be understanding and appreciative of people with diverse backgrounds 5 
11 I have the ability to work cooperatively with others  4 
12 I have the ability to communicate effectively  4 
13 I have increased my ability to be a leader  5 
14 I feel more connected to my community  4 
NO CRITERIA (Academic learning impact)   
15 I have acquired knowledge from the job duties I performed  5 
16 I have broadened my critical thinking skills (reasoning, problem-solving) 5 
17 I have learned the ability to work independently  4 
18 I feel my classroom learning was enriched  5 
19 I have the ability to connect academic subject matter to the real world.  5 
NO CRITERIA (EMPLOYMENT/JOB-SPECIFIC IMPACT)  
20 I developed specialised technical skills for a specific job function  5 
21 I broadened my future employment possibilities  5 
22 I received an opportunity to explore a specific career  4 
23 I developed realistic ideas about the work world  5 
24 I narrowed my future possible career choices.  5 
25 What is your average score from this test?  4.67 

 
 

5. General Comments  
I believe I could have definitely done more to improve myself from the get-go, and it was a mentality 
I adopted later on. However, I am very thankful I was able to make that change as it allowed me to 
receive far more from this internship than I would have gotten otherwise. I am sure what I have 
learned, and my experiences at CQS will aid me further down the line, whether it be in research or in 
my professional life. 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Signature of Intern 
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PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCIES 

 

The professional competencies are the skills that I have picked up during my internship at CQS. 

These will no doubt aid me when I continue in any research field, or any professional setting. 

Below are just some of the skills that I attained or improved upon. 

 

Skills: 

 Basic Atlas TI Functionality 

 Basic CrowdTangle Functionality 

 Google Docs/Sheets 

 Proofreading and Editing Research Reports 

 Microsoft Word/PowerPoint/Excel 

 Teamwork and Communication Skills 

 Critical Thinking 

 Fact-Checking 

 Event Management 

 Press Release Writing 

 

Attitude and Knowledge: 

 Ability to Work Under Pressure 

 Adaptability and Crisis Management 

 Time Management 

 A Strong Desire to Improve and Learn 

 Strong Attention to Detail  
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Project 9 

 

Project Name: Study on Online Violence Against Women in Bangladesh 

 

Project Brief: This report explored the rise of online violence against women and the perception 

of online violence itself. The study aimed to identify what population and demographic of women 

are most susceptible to online violence and are unaware of what constitutes online violence. A 

survey and subsequent interviews were conducted to ascertain the results. 

 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: My contribution to this report was the last round of proof 

checking and editing before the report was submitted to a journal for review. I found and corrected 

a number of errors, and had to do some significant editing to account for repeated paragraphs, 

missing information, and logical inaccuracies. I was granted co-authorship for this paper during 

the journal submission. 
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Image 9.1 & 9.2 – Corrections and Comments 
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Image 9.3 & 9.4 – Submission of the Report for Peer Review 
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Challenges and Mistakes: 

 I did not make any mistakes over the course of the project and compared to the rest of the 

projects, this was on the easier end. 

 

Learnings: 

 There was not much to learn about proofreading, editing, or even report writing from this 

paper that I hadn’t already learned from my previous projects. However, this was the first time 

I utilized “track changes” and comments on Microsoft Word for the entire process and found 

that to be much more efficient. 
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Project 10 

 

Project Name: BRAC Consultancy Report – Media Portrayal of Rohingya 

 

Project Brief: This was a consultancy project for BRAC that involved extensive use of 

CrowdTangle in ascertaining the high-frequency keywords and posts that went viral on social 

media in connection with the Rohingya Crisis. This project involved both the data collection and 

analysis stages. 

 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: My initial task involved collecting the spikes in social media 

hits for certain keywords, such as Rohingya Mach, Rohingya Crime, Bhasanchar, and so on. I 

worked with my colleague, Apon Das, for this as I did not have CrowdTangle access. Afterward, I 

had to take the data and write an initial paragraph on the basis of that data. My last task was to 

utilize Atlas TI in conducting sentiment analysis on the most well-performing comments across 

the most popular posts relevant to the keywords. However, this proved to be too complex a task as 

Atlas TI does not have a Bangla language module yet, and so it would require a translation for 

every single comment that is used. When I informed Sumon sir of the process that would be 

required to utilize Atlas TI for this project, he decided to not use Atlas TI for this project as it 

would be far too time consuming, and move forward through other means. 
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Image 10.1 – CrowdTangle Data with Supporting Paragraph 
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Image 10.2 – Paragraph on “Relocation” keyword, pending extra data from sentiment 
analysis 
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Challenges and Mistakes: 

 I did not make any mistakes over the course of the project. 

 I had hoped to put my practice of Atlas TI to work for this project. Unfortunately, there was no 

feasible way to account for every single well-performing comment through Atlas TI without 

using up an incredible amount of time translating every comment, or relying on possibly 

inaccurate results if the comments were machine-translated instead. 

 

Learnings: 

 While I had previously utilized CrowdTangle for aiding my colleagues with FactWatch 

reports, this was my first time using it extensively for data collection and media analysis 

purposes and I can comfortably use the service if I were to need it again in the future. 

 I learned how to conduct sentiment analysis on Atlas TI, as well as a few other functions. 


