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Introduction

When I first embarked on my academic journey at the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh,
journalism was not a path I had envisioned for myself. My initial focus was on public relations,
where I imagined I would thrive in the world of communication, strategy, and client relations.
However, as my studies progressed, I began to realize the intertwined nature of journalism and
public relations, and how powerful storytelling could shape public opinion and influence societal
change. When the opportunity arose to intern as a Sub-editor at Dhaka Tribune, I never imagined
that I would step into the world of journalism. Yet, now that I am here, I am intrigued with the
intricate art of curating news, the responsibility of delivering accurate information, and the rush of
shaping stories that have the potential to inform, educate, and inspire.

This internship has been an eye-opening experience, offering me a firsthand understanding of the
editorial process, and I have found myself immersed in the daily dynamics of news production. I
have discovered the immense pressure that comes with tight deadlines, the importance of attention
to detail, and the ethical considerations that are integral to producing credible content. My role as
a Sub-editor has not only honed my writing and editing skills but has also sparked a profound
sense of responsibility in me. As I reflect on this journey, I realize how much I have grown, both
as a professional and as an individual, and how this experience has shaped my understanding of
the broader media landscape.
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Objectives and Expectations

The objective of my internship at Dhaka Tribune was about pushing myself beyond the boundaries
of what I thought I was capable of. This internship gave me the chance to step into the unknown
and grow in ways I hadn’t expected. I wanted to challenge myself by working in a field where
precision, quick thinking, and the power of storytelling matter most.

This experience was about confronting my fears of writing under pressure, editing content with
attention to detail, and navigating the fast-paced environment of a news organization. I aimed to
become more confident in my ability to handle responsibility, especially in ensuring that each piece
of content was not only accurate but also compelling.

More than just learning the technical aspects, I wanted this internship to shape my character,
teaching me how to adapt, collaborate, and handle feedback in a constructive way. Ultimately, my
goal was to walk away from this experience knowing that I had pushed myself further than I
thought possible, both as a writer and as a person.

Upon the completion of the internship, I expect:
¢ To gain a comprehensive understanding of the editorial process
e To refine my writing and editing skills
e To be able to work effectively under tight deadlines
e To become more comfortable in collaborating and communicating with a diverse team
e To grow in my ability to critically evaluate content

e To have a greater sense of confidence in my abilities
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Host Organization

Dhaka Tribune is one of Bangladesh's most prominent English-language daily, known for its
commitment to high-quality journalism and accurate reporting. Launched in 2013, the newspaper
has quickly established itself as a key player in the country’s media landscape, providing
comprehensive coverage of national and international news. Dhaka Tribune covers a wide range
of topics, including politics, sports, business, technology, lifestyle, and entertainment, with a
particular focus on in-depth analysis and op-ed content.

The organization prides itself on its editorial independence and commitment to truth, making it a
reliable source for both local and global news. Its editorial team consists of experienced reporters,
writers, and editors who work collaboratively to ensure that every piece of content meets the
highest standards of quality and ethical journalism.

In addition to its print publication, Dhaka Tribune has a robust digital presence, reaching a global
audience through its website and social media platforms. This digital shift has allowed the
newspaper to expand its reach, providing timely news and analysis to readers across the world.
The paper also has several sister publications, including Bangla Tribune, which is a leading
Bangla-language online news portal in Bangladesh, established to provide fast, accurate, and
comprehensive news coverage to Bangla-speaking audiences.

Dhaka Tribune’s editorial approach is both diverse and inclusive, with a focus on offering balanced
perspectives on a wide range of issues. The publication has earned a reputation for being bold in
its reporting, while adhering to ethical standards and promoting responsible journalism. This
commitment to quality, accuracy, and social responsibility has made Dhaka Tribune a trusted name
in the Bangladeshi media space.

Logo of the Organization:

1D

Dhaka l'rvibune
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Work Environment

Working at Dhaka Tribune has been an incredible experience, largely because of the people and
the atmosphere they create. From the very first day, I noticed how friendly and approachable
everyone was. There’s no rigid hierarchy here—no one calls anyone “sir” or “madam,” no matter
how senior they are. Instead, it’s all “bhaiya” and “apu,” which immediately makes the
environment feel warm and informal. It’s the kind of place where you don’t feel intimidated asking
for help because you know someone will always be there to guide you, no matter how busy they
are.

The culture here is collaborative in the truest sense of the word. If someone’s stuck on something
or needs a hand, there’s always a colleague willing to jump in. People genuinely care about each
other’s success, and that sense of teamwork is what makes the workplace so special. Whether it’s
brainstorming ideas, reviewing content, or just having a casual chat over tea, there’s a constant
feeling of being part of a supportive family.

The office itself adds to the charm. It’s spacious, clean, and cozy—somehow managing to feel both
professional and homely at the same time. There are open spaces that encourage interaction, but
also quiet corners for when you need to focus. It’s a place that makes you want to come to work
every day, and that’s not something I thought I’d say about an office. As a first job, I couldn’t have
asked for a better introduction to the professional world.
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Tasks as an Intern

During my internship as a Sub-editor at Dhaka Tribune, my primary responsibility was to collect
and refine news stories, ensuring that they met the organization’s high editorial standards. The core
of my role was to enhance each story’s quality from the point of collection to its publication. If the
news story didn’t improve in clarity, structure, or tone, it would mean that I hadn’t done my job

properly.

Over the course of my internship, I performed a range of tasks that encompassed multiple facets
of sub-editing:

I constantly scanned major news websites like UNB, BSS, Prothom Alo, and Samakal to
stay updated on breaking news and identify stories relevant to Dhaka Tribune’s audience.

I monitored various communication channels, including Dhaka Tribune’s Messenger,
WhatsApp, Google Chat groups, and official emails, to stay informed about news updates
sent by reporters from different regions of the country. Staying active in the sub-editors’
Messenger group was also essential, as this was where senior sub-editors assigned tasks to
us.

I pieced together raw news stories sent by reporters, adding necessary context, background
information, and structure. I worked to give each story an appropriate angle while ensuring
clarity, coherence, and adherence to Dhaka Tribune’s editorial guidelines.

If I felt that a story sent to us by reporter was incomplete, lacked necessary details, or
contained factual inconsistencies, it was my responsibility to take the initiative and contact
the reporter directly. I would then engage in a thorough discussion with them to clarify any
ambiguities, correct errors, and ensure that all relevant information was included.

Translating Bengali news stories into English accurately was another key part of my role,
ensuring that the essence and tone of the original stories were preserved while making them
accessible to an English-speaking audience.

Occasionally, I contributed feature articles on topics of my choosing. This allowed me to
explore more creative and long-form writing while diversifying my skills as a writer.

I occasionally worked on creating the e-paper, the digital version of Dhaka Tribune’s
printed newspaper. This involved organizing the layout and ensuring the final version was
ready for publication on the organization’s website.

I made sure to update the news log spreadsheet daily after the end of my shift.

Ensured the proper drafting of a news story in our backend system (CMS), filling in all
relevant sections with the appropriate options.
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Project 1

Project Title:
Is it just curiosity, or something more?

Project Type:
Feature article

Date Assigned:
09 October 2024

Date Published:
15 October 2024

Project Details

My feature article, "Is it just curiosity, or something more?", was part of an assignment during my
second week of internship at Dhaka Tribune. Nafiu Nabil, a senior sub-editor, and my supervisor,
tasked me with writing a feature article on any topic of my choosing. After some thought, I decided
to explore the reasons behind why people in Bangladesh often stare at foreigners, particularly those
with distinct physical appearances. I found this topic fascinating and highly relevant, as it sheds
light on a common yet rarely discussed behavior in our society. I also believed that readers would
find it relatable and thought-provoking.

When I presented the idea to my supervisor, he approved it and advised me to explore the
psychological aspects of this behavior, especially the influence of colonialism on it. His guidance
inspired me to frame the article not just as an observation but as an exploration of human
psychology and historical influences. To gather additional perspectives, I spoke with several
people I know and asked if they, too, found themselves staring at foreigners when they encountered
one. Most admitted that they did, explaining it as a natural reaction to seeing someone who looked
very different from the people they usually encountered. Some shared that it wasn’t intentional but
simply a reflex driven by curiosity about the foreigner’s presence.

Additionally, I conducted research to support my analysis, including studying Daniel Berlyne’s
work on curiosity, which explains our natural response to unfamiliar stimuli, and Henri Tajfel’s
Social Identity Theory, which sheds light on in-group and out-group dynamics. I also incorporated
personal observations and perspectives from travel bloggers, such as Stephen Bugno, who
described Bangladeshi curiosity as genuine and welcoming.
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Challenges

One of the challenges I faced while writing the feature was writer's block. I had not written a full
article in a long time, and when I sat down to write, I realized how out of practice I was. My
thoughts felt scattered, and I struggled to put them into words. Every sentence felt forced, and I
kept doubting whether my ideas were making sense. It was frustrating because I knew what I
wanted to say, but I couldn’t find the right words to express it. The flow of my writing felt
unnatural, and I had to spend a lot of time reworking my drafts just to make them feel somewhat
coherent. This stage of the process really tested my patience and confidence.

Another challenge I faced while working on this article was finding a suitable image to accompany
it. My supervisor had instructed me to ensure that the picture I chose was the most appropriate for
the article. However, I couldn’t simply use a picture from the internet due to copyright restrictions,
and when I searched Dhaka Tribune’s internal server, I couldn’t find any image that fit the theme.
This meant I had to reach out to a colleague from Dhaka Tribune’s graphics department, explain
the article’s concept, and request an illustration that would suit the piece. Although this added extra
steps to my workload, it was a necessary process to ensure that the article’s visual element was
appropriate.

Mistakes:
e Overcomplicated my sentences in an effort to make the writing sound attractive, which
resulted in awkward and difficult-to-read sentences.
e Did not thoroughly proofread my initial draft before submitting it to my supervisor, leading
to noticeable typos and stylistic errors.

Learnings:
o Realized the importance of using simple and accessible language, as it made my writing
clearer and more engaging.
e Understood the value of collaboration and communication.
e Learned to focus not just on the quality of writing, but also on managing all elements that
contribute to publishing a successful feature.

First draft of the feature:

Is it just curiosity?

S M Nafihul Azam

Foreigners visiting Bangladesh often find themselves at the center of a common occurrence—
people staring, sometimes with unabashed curiosity.

Picture a foreigner wandering through the bustling streets of Old Dhaka. The narrow alleys, filled
with vendors selling everything from street food to clothing, are alive with the chatter of locals.
Amid the noise and activity, heads turn. People stop in their tracks. Some smile, some whisper to
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their companions, and others simply stare, their gaze lingering longer than expected, as if seeing
something extraordinary.

For travelers unaccustomed to such intense attention, it can feel peculiar or even uncomfortable.
But this is not unique to Bangladesh; across the world, people tend to stare when they encounter
something or someone unfamiliar. Yet, in Bangladesh, this behavior is driven by more than just
curiosity—it reflects cultural, historical, and psychological factors that influence how foreigners
are perceived.

A psychological response to the unfamiliar

Psychologists suggest that curiosity is a natural human response to novelty. Renowned
psychologist Daniel Berlyne’s work on curiosity and novelty explains why humans are so
captivated by things that stand out from the ordinary. Our brains are wired to focus on new stimuli,
which explains why a foreigner—who looks different, dresses differently, and often behaves in
ways unfamiliar to locals—can easily become the focal point of attention.

In Bangladesh, where many communities are not frequently exposed to international travelers,
seeing a foreigner in person can feel like witnessing something out of the ordinary. The brain’s
natural inclination toward novelty means that a foreigner, as someone who doesn’t blend into the
regular flow of life, automatically draws more attention.

Bridging the gap between screen and reality

For many Bangladeshis, particularly in less cosmopolitan areas, foreigners may only exist on
television screens or in the pages of magazines. Growing up, I often saw foreigners depicted in
movies or advertisements, seemingly living in a world far removed from mine. So when, on the
rare occasions, | encountered a foreigner on the streets of Dhaka or Chittagong, I found myself
staring too. It wasn’t an act of rudeness or malice, but a natural response—seeing someone in real
life who had previously only existed in the media created a sense of wonder. It felt like two worlds
colliding, the foreign and the familiar, all at once.

This response is deeply ingrained in the human psyche—the need to process something unfamiliar,
to make sense of it. For many Bangladeshis, particularly in insulated regions, this cognitive process
fuels their curiosity and attention.

In-group vs out-group dynamics

Social identity theory, developed by Henri Tajfel and John Turner, provides another lens to
understand this behavior. The theory explains how people categorize themselves and others into
"in-groups" and "out-groups." Foreigners—who often differ in appearance, language, and
behavior—are automatically placed in the out-group, triggering curiosity and fascination.
However, in a collectivist society like Bangladesh, this curiosity is often accompanied by an
eagerness to integrate outsiders into social interactions. Bangladeshis are known for their
hospitality, and while the initial reaction might be to stare, it is rarely followed by hostility.
Instead, the act of staring can be the beginning of something more—an interaction, a conversation,
or even an invitation.

Turning curiosity into connection

Stephen Bugno, an avid traveler who has spent time exploring Bangladesh, described his
experience with the locals: "Bangladeshis are so enthusiastically friendly. They don’t see
foreigners very often, so when they do, they want to say hi, shake your hand, and maybe even take
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a picture. They want to know which country you come from. It can be overwhelming, but it’s
driven by genuine curiosity and excitement.”

What starts with a stare often evolves into a form of social exchange—a way for the community
to learn about someone new and for the foreigner to experience the famed Bangladeshi hospitality.
In rural Bangladesh, where community ties are strong, a foreigner’s presence is not just an
individual experience; it becomes a communal event. People gather, observe, and sometimes even
take part in discussions about the visitor.

Colonial echoes

Bangladesh’s colonial past and the ongoing influence of Western culture have contributed to an
unconscious association between foreigners—particularly Westerners—and power, wealth, or
influence. This perception, especially when foreigners appear affluent or distinguished, can
heighten attention.

However, this interest is less about envy and more about status recognition. In Bangladesh, as in
many parts of the world, the gaze often reflects respect or admiration rather than resentment. The
act of staring at foreigners may be tied to these historical and social hierarchies, where the
evaluation is not just based on physical differences but on perceived social standing.

A cultural exchange through the gaze

For foreigners visiting Bangladesh, understanding the cultural and psychological reasons behind
the stares can turn what might feel like discomfort into an opportunity for connection. Rather than
signaling alienation or hostility, the gaze often serves as an invitation to engage with the local
community.

As Stephen Bugno observed, these curious stares often evolve into warm interactions, friendly
conversations, and sometimes even an invitation for a cup of tea. Instead of being seen as intrusive,
it can be embraced as the beginning of a meaningful cultural exchange—a bridge between the
unfamiliar and the familiar, one gaze at a time.

Final draft of the feature:

Is it just curiosity, or something more?

Foreigners with distinct appearances often draw prolonged stares in Bangladesh, raising the
question: What is the reason behind this shared fascination

S M Nafihul Azam

Foreigners visiting Bangladesh, particularly those with physical features that distinctly set them
apart from the local population—Iike white or black skin—often find themselves at the center of
a common occurrence: people staring, sometimes with unabashed curiosity.

Picture a foreigner, visibly different in appearance, wandering through the bustling streets of Old
Dhaka. The narrow alleys, filled with vendors selling everything from street food to clothing, are
alive with the chatter of locals. Amid the noise and activity, heads turn. People stop in their tracks.
Some smile, some whisper to their companions, and others simply stare, their gaze lingering longer
than expected, as if seeing something extraordinary.
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For travelers unaccustomed to such intense attention, it can feel peculiar or even uncomfortable.
But this is not unique to Bangladesh; across the world, people tend to stare when they encounter
something or someone unfamiliar. Yet, in Bangladesh, this behavior is driven by more than just
curiosity—it reflects cultural, historical, and psychological factors that influence how foreigners
are perceived.

A psychological response to the unfamiliar

Psychologists suggest that curiosity is a natural human response to novelty. Renowned
psychologist Daniel Berlyne’s work on curiosity and novelty explains why humans are so
captivated by things that stand out from the ordinary. Our brains are wired to focus on new stimuli,
which explains why a foreigner—who looks different, dresses differently, and often behaves in
ways unfamiliar to locals—can easily become the focal point of attention.

In Bangladesh, where many communities are not frequently exposed to international travelers,
seeing a foreigner in person can feel like witnessing something out of the ordinary. The brain’s
natural inclination toward novelty means that a foreigner, as someone who doesn’t blend into the
regular flow of life, automatically draws more attention.

Bridging the gap between screen and reality

For many Bangladeshis, particularly in less cosmopolitan areas, foreigners may only exist on
television screens or in the pages of magazines.

Growing up in Chittagong metropolitan, I often saw foreigners depicted in movies or
advertisements, seemingly living in a world far removed from mine. So when, on the rare
occasions, I encountered a foreigner on the streets of Dhaka or Chittagong, I found myself staring
too. It wasn’t an act of rudeness or malice, but a natural response—seeing someone in real life who
had previously only existed in the media created a sense of wonder. It felt like two worlds colliding,
the foreign and the familiar, all at once.

This response is deeply ingrained in the human psyche—the need to process something unfamiliar,
to make sense of it. For many Bangladeshis, particularly in insulated regions, this cognitive process
fuels their curiosity and attention.

In-group vs out-group dynamics

Social identity theory, developed by Henri Tajfel and John Turner, provides another lens to
understand this behavior. The theory explains how people categorize themselves and others into
"in-groups" and "out-groups." Foreigners—who often differ in appearance, language, and
behavior—are automatically placed in the out-group, triggering curiosity and fascination.
However, in a collectivist society like Bangladesh, this curiosity is often accompanied by an
eagerness to integrate outsiders into social interactions. Bangladeshis are known for their
hospitality, and while the initial reaction might be to stare, it is rarely followed by hostility.
Instead, the act of staring can be the beginning of something more—an interaction, a conversation,
or even an invitation.

Turning curiosity into connection

Stephen Bugno, an avid traveler who has spent time exploring Bangladesh, described his
experience with the locals: "Bangladeshis are so enthusiastically friendly. They don’t see
foreigners very often, so when they do, they want to say hi, shake your hand, and maybe even take
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a picture. They want to know which country you come from. It can be overwhelming, but it’s
driven by genuine curiosity and excitement.”

What starts with a stare often evolves into a form of social exchange—a way for the community
to learn about someone new and for the foreigner to experience the famed Bangladeshi hospitality.
In rural Bangladesh, where community ties are strong, a foreigner’s presence is not just an
individual experience; it becomes a communal event. People gather, observe, and sometimes even
take part in discussions about the visitor.

Colonial echoes

Bangladesh’s colonial past and the ongoing influence of Western culture have contributed to an
unconscious association between foreigners—particularly Westerners—and power, wealth, or
influence. This perception, especially when foreigners appear affluent or distinguished, can
heighten attention.

However, this interest is less about envy and more about status recognition. In Bangladesh, as in
many parts of the world, the gaze often reflects respect or admiration rather than resentment. The
act of staring at foreigners may be tied to these historical and social hierarchies, where the
evaluation is not just based on physical differences but on perceived social standing.

A cultural exchange through the gaze

For foreigners visiting Bangladesh, particularly those with distinctly different skin tones or
physical appearances, understanding the cultural and psychological reasons behind the stares can
turn what might feel like discomfort into an opportunity for connection. Rather than signaling
alienation or hostility, the gaze often serves as an invitation to engage with the local community.
As Stephen Bugno observed, these curious stares often evolve into warm interactions, friendly
conversations, and sometimes even an invitation for a cup of tea. Instead of being seen as intrusive,
it can be embraced as the beginning of a meaningful cultural exchange—a bridge between the
unfamiliar and the familiar, one gaze at a time.
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Figure 1.1: A screenshot of the feature article published in Dhaka Tribune’s website.

Article Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/feature/writing/361998/is-1t-just-curiosity-or-
something-more
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Project Title:
Bleu de Chanel: Martin Scorsese elevates the art of crafting advertisements

Project Type:
Feature article

Date Assigned:
19 October 2024

Date Published:
22 October 2024

Project Details

My second feature article for Dhaka Tribune was once again written under the guidance of my
supervisor, Nafiu Nabil. My admiration for the craft of filmmaking and Martin Scorsese inspired
me to explore the artistic elements of Chanel’s Bleu de Chanel advertisement, which was directed
by Scorsese himself.

Initially, I knew I wanted to write about this ad because of its unique cinematic style, however, in
order to write the feature in the best way possible, I needed to understand why it stood out among
the countless other advertisements in the market. To fully grasp the depth of this advertisement, |
watched it repeatedly, analyzing every frame and detail to uncover the layers beneath the surface.
I focused on Scorsese's use of cinematic techniques, such as the black-and-white visuals, the
unconventional aspect ratio, and how they contributed to the ad’s emotional tone. I also tried to
understand the deeper meaning behind the theme of the ad such as fame, self-expression, and
identity.

Challenges

A challenge I faced while writing this article was convincing my supervisor to approve the topic.
Even though my supervisor had given me the freedom to choose what I wanted to write about, he
was not immediately convinced about the relevance of this topic. He questioned what was so
special about this advertisement that warranted its publication in Dhaka Tribune. To address this,
I had to carefully explain why I believed this ad was different—how it wasn’t just another
commercial, but one directed by Martin Scorsese, who uses his mastery over filmmaking to create
a unique blend of high art and luxury branding.
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Mistakes:
e Underestimated the difficulty of analyzing a commercial in depth.
o Relied too much on my personal opinion in the early drafts, focusing on how much I liked
the ad rather than explaining its uniqueness and special qualities.

Learnings:

e Learned how to pitch and advocate for my ideas effectively.
e Understood the importance of backing up my perspective with solid arguments.

First draft of the feature:

A collision of two worlds: Advertising meets Martin Scorsese

In today’s world, where the average consumer is bombarded with ads at every turn—on television,
social media, and even during daily commutes—advertising has become a constant, often
overwhelming presence. With so many brands vying for attention, most campaigns blend into the
background, leaving little impact beyond their fleeting moments. It takes something extraordinary
to cut through this noise, to not only capture attention but to also leave a lasting impression.
Chanel's latest commercial for Bleu De Chanel, however, has done more than just stand out—it
has redefined the luxury brand advertisement, fusing high art with cutting-edge cultural relevance.
Directed by legendary filmmaker Martin Scorsese and starring Timothée Chalamet, this campaign
offers not just an advertisement, but a cinematic experience that explores fame, identity, and self-
expression in a way that is as bold as it is visually captivating.

The Scorsese touch

Martin Scorsese, renowned for his unparalleled contributions to cinema, brings his distinct
narrative style and artistic vision to the world of luxury advertising. Known for iconic films like
Goodfellas, Taxi Driver, and The Irishman, Scorsese’s expertise in crafting emotionally charged
stories is on full display in the Bleu De Chanel campaign.

His decision to shoot the commercial in black and white, punctuated by striking flashes of blue,
elevates the ad to something more than a typical product promotion. The monochromatic palette
not only underscores the ad’s emotional depth but also aligns perfectly with the timeless elegance
associated with Chanel.

Scorsese’s direction transforms the Bleu De Chanel campaign into a cinematic event, complete
with an unconventional aspect ratio more suited to feature films than television spots. This bold
choice instantly sets the ad apart from typical commercials, reinforcing the sense that viewers are
witnessing something special.

Each frame is carefully crafted, pulling the audience into an intimate world where every detail
feels intentional, from the lighting to the shot composition.

The story follows Chalamet’s character as he navigates the pressures of fame, seeking authenticity
amid the chaos. This theme resonates deeply with today’s generation, who often struggle to balance
personal identity with societal expectations.
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Scorsese’s signature character-driven narratives shine through as Chalamet portrays a man torn
between his public persona and his private self, mirroring the modern journey of self-discovery.
This nuanced portrayal elevates the fragrance from a mere luxury product to a symbol of
individuality.

The power of a collaboration

The partnership between Scorsese and Timothée Chalamet is central to the ad’s success.
Chalamet, known for his nuanced performances, embodies the themes of self-expression and
vulnerability that the ad promotes. His own navigation of fame and celebrity mirrors the character
he plays, making him the perfect face for Bleu De Chanel.

Together, Scorsese and Chalamet deliver a campaign that is not only visually stunning but
emotionally compelling, speaking directly to a generation yearning for authenticity.

Scorsese’s involvement also brings an unparalleled level of prestige to the campaign. His storied
career and his commitment to storytelling bring a depth rarely seen in commercial spaces,
transforming the ad into something akin to a short film.

This collaboration speaks to Chanel’s understanding that modern consumers are looking for more
than just products—they are seeking narratives that reflect their values and aspirations.

A new era in advertising

Chanel’s Bleu De Chanel campaign is more than an advertisement—it’s a work of art that
seamlessly blends luxury branding with cinematic excellence.

Through the direction of Martin Scorsese and the performance of Timothée Chalamet, Chanel has
crafted a narrative that resonates on a deep, emotional level, exploring themes of fame, identity,
and self-expression.

In a world saturated with advertisements, Chanel’s Bleu De Chanel stands out as a masterclass in
the marriage of film and luxury, offering a glimpse into how brands can connect with audiences
on a deeper, more meaningful level.

Final draft of the feature:

Bleu de Chanel: Martin Scorsese elevates the art of crafting advertisements

Chanel's latest advert brings together two of Hollywood's biggest names, delivering a cinematic
experience

SM Nafihul Azam

In modern world, where the average consumer is bombarded with ads at every turn—on television,
social media, and even during daily commutes—advertising has become a constant, often
overwhelming presence.

With so many brands vying for attention, most campaigns blend into the background, leaving little
impact beyond their fleeting moments. It takes something extraordinary to cut through this noise,
to not only capture attention but to also leave a lasting impression.

Chanel's latest commercial for its men’s perfume line, Bleu de Chanel, however, has done more
than just stand out—it has redefined the way luxury brand advertisements are portrayed, fusing
high art with cutting-edge cultural relevance.

27 |Page



Directed by legendary filmmaker Martin Scorsese and starring Hollywood star Timothée
Chalamet, this campaign offers not just an advertisement, but a cinematic experience that explores
fame, identity, and self-expression in a way that is as bold as it is visually captivating.

The Scorsese touch

Martin Scorsese needs no introduction. An auteur who is renowned for his unparalleled
contributions to cinema, Scorsese has brought his distinct narrative style and artistic vision to the
world of luxury advertising.

Known for iconic films like Goodfellas, Taxi Driver, The Irishman, Raging Bull, the list goes on,
Scorsese’s expertise in crafting emotionally charged stories is on full display in the Bleu de Chanel
campaign.

His decision to shoot the commercial in black and white, punctuated by striking flashes of blue,
elevates the ad to something more than a typical product promotion. The monochromatic palette
not only underscores the ad’s emotional depth but also aligns perfectly with the timeless elegance
associated with Chanel.

Scorsese’s direction transforms the Bleu de Chanel campaign into a cinematic event, complete
with an unconventional aspect ratio more suited to feature films than television spots. This bold
choice instantly sets the ad apart from typical commercials, reinforcing the sense that viewers are
witnessing something special.

Each frame is carefully crafted, pulling the audience into an intimate world where every detail
feels intentional, from the lighting to the shot composition.

The story follows Chalamet’s character as he navigates the pressures of fame, seeking authenticity
amid the chaos. This theme resonates deeply with today’s generation, who often struggle to balance
personal identity with societal expectations.

Scorsese’s signature character-driven narratives shine through as Chalamet portrays a man torn
between his public persona and his private self, mirroring the modern journey of self-discovery.
This nuanced portrayal elevates the fragrance from a mere luxury product to a symbol of
individuality.

A powerful collaboration

The partnership between Scorsese and Timothée Chalamet is central to the ad’s dynamic.
Chalamet, known for his nuanced performances, embodies the themes of self-expression and
vulnerability that the ad promotes. His own navigation of fame and celebrity mirrors the character
he plays, making him the perfect face for Bleu de Chanel.

Together, Scorsese and Chalamet deliver a campaign that is not only visually stunning but
emotionally compelling, speaking directly to a generation yearning for authenticity.

Scorsese’s involvement also brings an unparalleled level of prestige to the campaign. His storied
career and his commitment to storytelling bring a depth rarely seen in commercial spaces,
transforming the ad into something akin to a short film.

This collaboration speaks to Chanel’s understanding that modern consumers are looking for more
than just products—they are seeking narratives that reflect their values and aspirations.

Shift in the industry

In a world saturated with advertisements, Chanel’s Bleu de Chanel stands out as a masterclass in
the seamless fusion of film and luxury branding, demonstrating how storytelling can elevate a
product beyond the realm of consumerism.

28| Page



This collaboration signals a shift in the advertising landscape—one where narratives, artistry, and
emotional connection become just as important as the product itself. Through Bleu de Chanel, the
future of luxury advertising is now as much about the story being told as it is about the brand it
represents.
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Project 3

Project Title:
Mezban: A tradition of traditions

Project Type:
Feature Article

Date Assigned:
30 October, 2024

Date Published:
03 November 2024

Project Details

For my third feature, I wanted to write about something a little close to home. Being born and
raised in Chittagong, an occasion that often brought the community together was Mezban. Often
organized by family members following the death of someone close, or in celebration of a
milestone, no invitation was required to attend this feast. Thus, you would often see people from
different corners of Chittagong sitting beside you at the food table of a Mezban.

Mezban for me captured the essence of what it meant to be a Chittagonian perfectly, and I wanted
to showcase this in my feature. I had decided that instead of solely focusing on the food aspect of
Mezban, I wanted to highlight the cultural importance of it in my writing. After obtaining approval
from my supervisor regarding the topic, I began writing the piece.

Unlike my two previous features it did not take much research to construct this article, as a large
majority of it I recounted from my own personal experiences. However, for the section where I
explored what goes on behind the scenes of a Mezban, the preparation phase of it, I needed the
perspective of someone who actually took part in it. That is when I contacted one of my friends,
who had organized countless Mezbans in his village. We went through all of the different stages
of a Mezban, from the purchase of cattle’s, all the way to the cooking of it.

Challenges

Initially I struggled with creating a proper headline for my feature. All of the various titles I had
written were either too generic or plain. I wanted to portray the almost grand nature of this event
in my headline. After scraping through multiple drafts, I came to the realization that Mezban was
not just a tradition but a broader cultural legacy for the people of Chittagong. Thus, instead of
portraying the event as a tradition, I wanted to showcase it as a ‘tradition of traditions.’
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Mistakes:

e Used a generic image of Mezbani dishes that didn’t reflect the sense of togetherness in my
feature, missing the essence of the article.

Learnings:
e Realized that writing from personal experience adds depth to my work.
¢ Discovered that when I care about the subject, it reflects in the clarity and flow of my ideas.
e Learned the importance of choosing the right visuals to complement my writing.

First draft of the feature:

A tradition of traditions

Sitting shoulder-to-shoulder with people I’d never met, I felt that old familiar warmth fill me—the
warmth only a mezban in Chittagong can bring.

Mezban isn’t simply about the food (though the food is unforgettable). It’s about connection. It’s
the stories shared, the bonds rekindled, and the sense of belonging that lingers long after the last
plate is cleared.

Growing up, mezban was something I looked forward to with excitement and anticipation. When
the word spread that someone was holding a mezban, the whole community came alive.

It didn’t matter if you knew the host well or had only exchanged nods in passing; in Chittagong,
mezban is a welcome mat rolled out for everyone. An open invitation. It was a tradition rooted in
remembrance—often held to honor a lost loved one or to mark a family milestone.

Beyond the food

For those who haven’t experienced it, the easiest way to describe mezban is as a feast. But ask
anyone from Chittagong, and you’ll quickly learn it’s not just about food; it’s a ritual of
togetherness and a dose of local pride.

The beef curry—known as mezbani gosht— is undeniably the star of the show. The spices hit you
fast, with a kick from red chilies that’s unmistakable. The spice isn’t just a surface sensation—it’s
layered, striking your palate at intervals and lingering with a smoky warmth that feels almost
comforting. But as intense as the gosht can be, it’s always balanced with lighter sides.

But it’s not just the taste. Mezban, for me, is about what happens around the food. It’s about family
friends who might not have spoken for months but now sit elbow-to-elbow, bonded by the
tradition. It’s about the effortless generosity and a sense of something rooted in who we are.
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The prep

The preparation for a Mezban typically begins days in advance, with families making
arrangements to accommodate the crowd and source ingredients for a feast that could serve
hundreds and beyond.

Sourcing the ingredients is the first crucial step. In the spirit of generosity, no expense is spared
when it comes to mezban. Families often buy locally raised cattle, ensuring the meat is fresh and
of high quality. For large gatherings, it’s not uncommon to see several cows brought in, and local
butchers and vendors are specially contracted to handle the meat preparation. Spices—cumin,
coriander, turmeric, dried red chilies, and more—are purchased in bulk from trusted sources,
ensuring the freshest ingredients. Large sacks of rice and lentils are also brought in, while ghee
and oil are bought in considerable quantities to give the dishes their richness and depth.

The role of the “baburchi’s” (chefs) is indispensable in a mezban. The baburchi’s are highly skilled
in preparing mezban dishes, especially the intensely spiced mezbani gosht, in large batches.
They’ve often learned the craft from generations before them, mastering the techniques and secrets
that make the dishes memorable. These master cooks arrive early, often the night before the event,
and oversee the entire cooking process. Their reputation and skill are well-known in the
community, and hiring a respected baburchi is a source of pride for the host family.

Traditionally, mezban is cooked outdoors, in open spaces where multiple wood-fired stoves, or
“chulhas,” can be set up to handle the enormous cauldrons required. In rural areas, it’s common to
see a dedicated space cleared for the mezban, where large clay or iron chulhas are constructed
specifically for the event. These stoves burn wood or charcoal, giving the dishes a distinctive
smoky flavor that adds to their richness. As the ustads stoke the fires, the entire area begins to fill
with the aroma of spices, a sign that the cooking is about to begin.

The cooking process is a well-coordinated symphony led by the baburchi’s. The mezbani gosht is
cooked in large iron cauldrons over roaring fires. The baburchi’s work with long, heavy ladles,
stirring the meat and spices together in rhythmic, practiced movements. Timing is everything; each
stage of the cooking process has to be precise, with the ustad adding spices, salt, and other
ingredients at just the right moment to ensure the perfect blend of flavors.

Ritual of conversation (and competition)

One of my favorite parts of mezban is how little people care about appearances. You’re sitting on
benches—sometimes just simple wooden planks—and eating with your hands, leaning over to
avoid spilling anything. Here, nobody’s shy about piling food onto their plates or going back for
seconds (or thirds). Some try to “out-eat” their friends, boasting of how much they can handle of
the intensely spicy beef.

But between bites, there’s conversation—catching up on local gossip, exchanging stories, and
talking about anything but the reason we’re gathered there, which is often to honor someone who
has passed. It’s an unspoken rule, almost as if the food and the camaraderie are meant to lighten
the mood, keeping things upbeat even if we’re there to mark a loss.
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Mezban feels like a rite of passage for those of us from Chittagong. You’re always invited, whether
or not you know the host well, and nobody questions it. I remember attending a mezban in a distant
uncle’s village and sitting beside a fisherman I’d never met before. He offered to fill my plate,
chatting as if we’d known each other forever. That’s the beauty of it—you don’t need introductions.
The table itself is an introduction, a reminder that you’re welcome, and that’s all that matters.

The Changing Shape of Tradition

These days, mezban has shifted a little. With urban life pressing in, some families opt for
restaurant-hosted mezbans, or they simplify the spread for the sake of convenience. I get it—
hosting a traditional mezban takes planning, space, and coordination. But I think it’s worth it
because mezban is a way of saying “we’re here, together.” And no matter how it’s done, that’s the
spirit I hope we never lose.

In the end, mezban isn’t just a feast; it’s a reminder of who we are, with our loud conversations,
casual invitations, and shared plates. Each mezban I attend feels like revisiting my roots, even if
the faces around the table change and even if some of them are strangers.

Final draft of the feature:

Mezban: A tradition of traditions
Mezban, or Mezzan as said in Chittagong, isn’t just simply about the food

SM Nafihul Azam

Sitting shoulder-to-shoulder with people I’d never met, I felt that old familiar warmth fill me—the
warmth only a mezban in Chittagong can bring.

Mezban, or locally called Mezzan, isn’t simply about the food (though the food is unforgettable).
It’s about connection. It’s the stories shared, the bonds rekindled, and the sense of belonging that
lingers long after the last plate is cleared.

Growing up, mezban was something I looked forward to with excitement and anticipation. When
the word spread that someone was holding a mezban, the whole community came alive.

It is a tradition rooted in remembrance, often held to honor a lost loved one or to celebrate a family
milestone.

Beyond the food

For those who haven’t experienced it, the easiest way to describe mezban is as a feast.

The beef curry, known as mezbani mangsho, is undeniably the star of the show. The spices hit you
fast, with a kick from red chilies that’s unmistakable. The spice isn’t just a surface sensation—it’s
layered, striking your palate at intervals and lingering with a smoky warmth that feels almost
comforting. As intense as the mangsho can be, it’s always balanced with lighter sides, such as the
rich mezbani dal.

However, it’s not just the taste. Mezban, for me, is about what happens around the food. It’s about
family and friends who might not have spoken for months but now sit elbow-to-elbow, bonded by
the tradition.
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The prep

The preparation for a Mezban typically begins days in advance, with families making
arrangements to accommodate the crowd and source ingredients for a feast that could serve
hundreds and beyond.

Sourcing the ingredients is the first crucial step. In the spirit of generosity, no expense is spared.
Families often buy locally raised cattle, ensuring the meat is fresh and of high quality. For large
gatherings, it’s not uncommon to see several cows brought in, and local butchers and vendors are
specially contracted to handle the meat preparation. Spices—cumin, coriander, turmeric, dried red
chilies, and more—are purchased in bulk from trusted sources, ensuring the freshest ingredients.
Large sacks of rice and lentils are also brought in, while ghee and oil are bought in considerable
quantities to give the dishes their richness and depth.

The role of the “baburchis” (chefs) is indispensable in a mezban. The baburchis are highly skilled
in preparing mezban dishes, especially the intensely spiced mezbani mangsho, in large batches.
They’ve often learned the craft from generations before them, mastering the techniques and secrets
that make the dishes memorable. These master cooks arrive early, often the night before the event,
and oversee the entire cooking process. Their reputation and skill are well-known in the
community, and hiring a respected baburchi is a source of pride for the host family.

Traditionally, mezban is cooked outdoors, in open spaces where multiple wood-fired stoves, or
“chulhas,” can be set up to handle the enormous cauldrons required. In rural areas, it’s common to
see a dedicated space cleared for the mezban, where large clay or iron chulhas are constructed
specifically for the event. These stoves burn wood or charcoal, giving the dishes a distinctive
smoky flavor that adds to their richness. As the baburchis stoke the fires, the entire area begins to
fill with the aroma of spices, a sign that the cooking is about to begin.

The cooking process is a well-coordinated symphony. The mezbani mangsho is cooked in large
iron cauldrons over roaring fires. The baburchis work with long, heavy ladles, stirring the meat
and spices together in rhythmic, practiced movements. Timing is everything; each stage of the
cooking process has to be precise, with the baburchis adding spices, salt, and other ingredients at
just the right moment to ensure the perfect blend of flavors.

Conversation and competition

One of my favorite parts of mezban is how little people care about appearances. You’re sitting on
shaky plastic chairs—and eating with your hands, leaning over to avoid spilling anything, all while
sweat drips down your forehead.

Here, nobody’s shy about piling food onto their plates or going back for seconds (or thirds). Some
try to out-eat their friends, boasting of how many servings they can stack on their plates.
Between bites, there’s conversation—catching up on local gossip, exchanging stories, and talking
about anything but the reason we’re gathered there, which is often to honor someone who has
passed. It’s an unspoken rule, almost as if the food and the companionship are meant to lighten the
mood, keeping things upbeat even if we’re there to mark a loss.

Mezban feels like a rite of passage for those of us from Chittagong. You’re always invited, whether
or not you know the host well, and nobody questions it. That’s the beauty of it—you don’t need
introductions. The table itself is an introduction, a reminder that you’re welcome, and that’s all
that matters.
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Wind of change

These days, the tradition of mezban has shifted a little. With urban life pressing in, some families
opt for restaurant-hosted mezbans, or they simplify the spread for the sake of convenience. I get
it—hosting a traditional mezban takes planning, space, and money. However, I think it’s worth it
because mezban is a way of saying “we’re here, together.” And no matter how it’s done, that’s the
spirit I hope we never lose.

In the end, mezban isn’t just a feast; it’s a reminder of who we are, with our loud conversations,
casual invitations, and shared plates. Each mezban I attend feels like revisiting my roots, even if
the faces around the table change and even if some of them are strangers.
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Figure 3.1: A screenshot of the feature article published in Dhaka Tribune’s website.

Article Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/feature/food/364016/a-tradition-of-traditions
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Project 4

Project Title:
Protest halts traffic in Badda after woman killed in road accident

Project Type:
News Story (Translation and edit)

Date Assigned:
09 October 2024

Date Published:
09 October 2024

Project Details

The task revolved around reporting on a protest that halted traffic in Badda following the tragic
death of a young woman, Irene, in a road accident. Irene, a 24-year-old employee of NEXT
Ventures, was fatally hit by an Akash Paribahan bus, prompting her coworkers to block the road
in protest. The incident caused severe traffic congestion, which authorities attempted to mitigate.

My supervisor assigned me the headline of the story and directed me to find it on Bangla Tribune's
website. The entirety of the original news was written in Bengali so I had to use ChatGPT for
translation due to its higher accuracy compared to other translation tools such as Google Translate.
After obtaining the translated text, I revised it to remove stylistic errors, ensuring the language
flowed naturally and adhered to Dhaka Tribune's house style.

Challenges

The task required quick delivery, but delays in finding the correct article on Bangla Tribune’s
website added to the pressure. On top of that, navigating Bangla Tribune’s website was difficult
due to occasional lags, which made locating the assigned news headlines more time-consuming.

Mistakes:
e Added a lot of information in the headline itself, making it quite confusing and odd to read
e In the first paragraph, added the date after ‘Wednesday,” which is a stylistic error
e Wrote the incorrect spelling of a police official

Learnings:
e Improved ability to form a concise but engaging headline
e Improved skill to identify an appropriate standfirst
e Being able to navigate Bangla Tribunes website with better understanding
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Original news story:
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News story after translation and edit:

Protest halts traffic in Badda after woman Kkilled in road accident

Police working to ensure normal traffic flow

Tribune desk

A protest over the death of a young woman in a road accident on Pragati Sarani in Badda, Dhaka,
brought traffic to a standstill on Wednesday.

Irene, 24, an employee of NEXT Ventures died as a bus ran over her in the morning.

Afterwards, employees of her organization blocked the road in the area in protest, leading to severe
traffic congestion in the area.

Zia Uddin Ahmed, additional deputy commissioner (ADC) of the DMP’s Gulshan Traffic Division,
said Irene died after being crushed under the wheels of an Akash Paribahan bus.

He added: “The bus has been seized, but the driver and helper are missing.

“Due to the protest, vehicles are only able to use one lane from Rampura to Jamuna Future Park.
Efforts are ongoing to restore full traffic flow, and the situation will normalize once the protesters
clear the road."
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News URL: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/dhaka/361299/protest-halts-traffic-
in-badda-after-woman-Kkilled
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Fig: 4.1: Screenshot of the published news on Dhaka Tribune’s website.
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Project 5

Project Title:
Lalon folk fest to begin in Kushtia on Thursday

Project Type:
News Story (Translation and edit)

Date Assigned:
15 October 2024

Date Published:
15 October 2024

Project Details

This news story involved the 134th death anniversary of Fakir Lalon Shah and the accompanying
three-day Lalon folk festival in Kushtia. The event is a vibrant celebration featuring discussions,
music performances, and gatherings of Lalon devotees and visitors from across the country. The
story captured the cultural and spiritual significance of the event while highlighting the
preparations and experiences of attendees.

Challenges

Many sentences in the original translation were overly lengthy or awkwardly constructed,
requiring significant restructuring for clarity. Furthermore, the detailed nature of the event
description and the inclusion of numerous quotes made condensing the content without losing its
original richness challenging.

Mistakes:
e Forgot to add the standfirst in the first draft
e While drafting the story in our backend system (CMS), forgot to add tags, which are used
for SEO purposes
e As per our house style, pm and am has to be attached to the time, which I mistakenly did
not do in one instance in this story. [ wrote 6:30 pm, when it should have been 6:30pm

Learnings:
e Learned to apply Dhaka Tribune’s house style more effectively
e Improved at summarizing long, detailed narratives while retaining their essence and
significance
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Original news story:
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News story after translation and edit:

Lalon folk fest to begin in Kushtia on Thursday

Kudrote Khuda Sobuj

The 134th death anniversary of the subcontinent's spiritual guru and Baul King, Fakir Lalon Shah,
will be observed on Thursday.

To commemorate the occasion, a three-day Lalon folk fest has been organized at the Lalon shrine
in Cheuriya, Kumarkhali upazila of Kushtia.

Every evening, there will be discussions followed by Lalon music performances.

The fair will begin on Thursday, lasting for three days, with support from the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs and the Kushtia District Administration, and organized by the Lalon Academy.

Upon visiting the site, it was observed that the number of Lalon devotees and visitors continues to
grow. Even before the fair's commencement, the shrine area has transformed into a gathering of
devotees.

Groups of followers are seen singing Lalon's songs, discussing his teachings and ideals. The entire
shrine area has become lively with the sound of Lalon's music.
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Followers have set up temporary camps around the shrine, the open fields, and along the banks of
the Kali River.

A rural fair has also sprung up on the riverbank, with vendors setting up a variety of stalls in the
surrounding areas.

Khandaker Zahidul Islam, who arrived with his family, said: “We came from Jhenaidah to
Cheuriya a few days ago. I’'m a devoted follower of Lalon. Hundreds of other devotees like me
have also come here. People are still arriving from various districts every day.”

He added: “I feel great, and I expect this year’s fair to be much larger.”

Dipu Shah, a baul artist from the Lalon Academy, said: "When the Lalon festival was previously
halted, it caused deep disappointment among the sadhus and gurus. But now, we are able to
celebrate Lalon’s death anniversary again, and we are fully prepared to ensure the event is
successful.”

“As long as we live, we will continue to spread the teachings of Sai," he added.

One of the visitors said: “I feel really good being here. The camps set up by Lalon’s devotees are
amazing to see. Listening to them sing Lalon’s songs is a wonderful experience. The whole area is
filled with the essence of his teachings and music.”

Several members of the Lalon Academy mentioned that Fakir Lalon Shah used to host vibrant,
spiritually enriching events with his followers during his lifetime.

To continue this tradition, devotees from across the country and abroad gather at the shrine every
year on the first of Kartik to commemorate his passing.

The crowds at the shrine and surrounding areas are immense, and this year is no different, with
thousands arriving well before the festival begins.

Devotees sing Lalon’s songs, which are filled with spiritual messages of human liberation, creating
a unique atmosphere at the shrine.

Numerous visitors also gather to listen to the songs and explore the shrine.

Baul saint Kofil Shah said: "Lalon’s teachings place humanity above all else. All the answers to
life’s mysteries can be found in his songs. Yet, understanding Lalon completely is something we
may never achieve. I've spent my whole life searching for Lalon’s essence, and as time passes, his
life and songs continue to have a growing influence on people."

He further added: “Sai lived for 116 years. Despite this long life, he has never faded into obscurity.
Instead, the brilliance of his creation has grown, spreading far and wide. Fakir Lalon Shah’s
enchanting influence has spanned centuries, and that influence continues to expand. Countless
people are delving into his vast world of creation, searching for Lalon himself."

Acting Deputy Commissioner of Kushtia and president of the Lalon Academy’s ad hoc committee,
Sharmin Akhter, confirmed: “We have organized a three-day Lalon Fair in honor of the 134th death
anniversary of Baul Emperor Fakir Lalon Shah. Every evening, starting from 6:30pm, there will
be a discussion session, followed by Lalon music.”

“We are making all necessary preparations for the event,” she added.

Sharmin Akhter further mentioned that security has been heightened around the shrine and its
surrounding areas, with law enforcement on hand to prevent any untoward incidents.

On the first of Kartik in 1890, the renowned spiritual leader and Baul emperor Fakir Lalon Shah
passed away.
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Since then, the Lalon Academy and the district administration have been organizing this death
anniversary celebration at the shrine in Cheuriya, Kumarkhali upazila.

News URL: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/362022/lalon-folk-fest-to-
begin-in-kushtia-thursday

Dhaka'lribune

@ EPAPER NEWS v BUSINESS v WORLD v SPORT v OPINION v SHOWTIME FINANCIAL D2 DTTUBE MORE v AT

@A / Bangladesh / Nation

Lalon folk fest to begin in Kushtia on Thursday

Thousands of devotees have already gathered at the Lalon shrine in Cheuriya, Kushtia a week before the official start
of the Lalon Fair
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Figure 5.1: Screenshot of the published news on Dhaka Tribune’s website.
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Project 6

Project Title:
Prothom Alo Rajshahi office vandalized, signboard set on fire

Project Type:
News Story (Translation and edit)

Date Assigned:
25 November 2024

Date Published:
25 November 2024

Project Details

This project revolved around reporting on the attack on Prothom Alo’s Rajshahi office. The attack
took place on Boalia Thana Road, where protesters vandalized the Prothom Alo signboard and set
it on fire. The protesters, reportedly part of groups named “Alam-Olama” and “Tawhidi Jonota,”
were rallying against what they described as “anti-national activities” by Prothom Alo and Daily
Star, along with a police incident during a “Ziafat” program.

Challenges

One of the main challenges I faced with this assignment was addressing feedback from my
supervisor, who felt that the original news report from our Rajshahi correspondent lacked depth
and critical details. This meant I needed to supplement the story with additional information to
provide a more comprehensive and well-rounded account of the incident.

To enhance the story, I searched for additional details from Bangla Tribune and UNB, which
involved carefully sifting through multiple sources to find relevant information. Combining these
details into a cohesive, well-structured story proved difficult, as the reports varied in tone and
focus. Initially, I struggled to ensure consistency and logical flow while maintaining accuracy. My
supervisor provided guidance on organizing the narrative and emphasizing key aspects.

Mistakes:
e Our correspondent sent multiple pictures of the incident, but I used only one while drafting
the story

e While drafting the story, I mistakenly used ‘Tribune Report’ as the byline instead of the
name of our correspondent who provided the story

e [ mistakenly credited the pictures used in the story as ‘collected’ instead of properly
attributing them to ‘Dhaka Tribune’
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Learnings:

Learned the value of cross-referencing multiple sources to ensure the accuracy and
completeness of a news story

Better understanding of how to combine information from different sources in a coherent
manner

I realized the importance of correctly crediting the correspondent in the byline and properly
attributing images to the organization

I learned to balance time spent on gathering additional details and crafting a well-structured
story under tight deadlines
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Original news story:
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News story after translation and edit:

Prothom Alo Rajshahi office vandalized, signboard set on fire

The attackers were seen celebrating after destroying the signboard

Dulal Abdullah

A group of people on Monday attacked the Prothom Alo office in Rajshahi, smashing the signboard
and setting it on fire.

The incident occurred on Monday in front of the office at Boalia Thana road.

After breaking the signboard, the attackers took it down and set it alight.

The attackers were seen celebrating after destroying the signboard.

Abul Kalam Azad, the Bureau Chief of Prothom Alo in Rajshahi, confirmed the incident, saying:
"They attacked the office, destroyed the signboard, and set it on fire. They also chanted slogans
against Prothom Alo and Daily Star. However, no journalists were harmed in the incident."

Local sources reported that a protest march was organized by groups named “Alam-Olama” and
“Tawhidi Jonota” against what they called “anti-national activities” of Prothom Alo and Daily Star,
as well as the police’s unexpected attack on a “Ziafat” programme.

The march started from Zero Point and reached Boalia Thana road, where the protesters staged a
human chain in front of the Prothom Alo office.

At one point, they attacked the office gate with sticks and threw bricks.

Mehedi Masud, the Officer-in-Charge (OC) of Boalia Thana, confirmed that he was verbally
informed about the incident and said: "If a written complaint is filed, legal action will be taken."
Meanwhile, Shafiqul Alam, press secretary at Chief Adviser's Office, said: “I condemn with the
strongest terms the attack on the Prothom Alo office at Rajshahi. If you have complaints against
the journalism of Prothom Alo, the Daily Star, or any other media outlets, you can go to courts to
seek legal redress. You can also hold peaceful protests. Protests against media outlets isn't new. It
has been going on for centuries. But threats and intimidation of journalists or attacking media
outlets will not be tolerated.”

On Sunday afternoon, a similar protest and clashes between police and protesters occurred in front
of Prothom Alo’s office at the Pragati Bhaban in Kawran Bazar, Dhaka.

In recent days, a group of people has been calling Prothom Alo “pro-India” on social media, and
they have been organizing protests.

On Sunday, a large group gathered for the “Ziafat” program and clashed with police.

Similar protests have been held in other cities, including Chittagong and Barisal, in recent days,
targeting Prothom Alo and Daily Star.

News URL: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/366241/prothom-alo-rajshahi-
office-vandalized-signboard
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Figure 6.1: Screenshot of the published news on Dhaka Tribune’s website
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Project 7

Project Title:
Students demo in front of DNMCH over alleged medical negligence

Project Type:
News Story (Translation and edit)

Date Assigned:
24 November 2024

Date Published:
24 November 2024

Project Details

This story focused on a significant student-led protest outside Dhaka National Medical College
and Hospital (DNMCH) in Old Dhaka. The protest stemmed from allegations of medical
negligence and subsequent violent attacks on students. The narrative required careful attention to
detail and sensitivity, given the emotional and contentious nature of the events.

The initial report came from our Old Dhaka correspondent, Sohanur Rahman, detailing the
demonstration and its timeline. My role involved thoroughly reviewing the information provided,
which included specific incidents like the vandalism of the hospital's nameplate and the breaking
of police barricades at Murgitola and Ray Shaheb Bazar.

Challenges

The timeline of events provided by the correspondent needed cross-verification against other
credible sources to ensure accuracy, which was time-consuming and required meticulous attention
to detail. Furthermore, the images initially provided by the correspondent did not fully capture the
scale and intensity of the protests, making it difficult to complement the narrative visually. I was
instructed to call our reporter to ask if he had any better pictures of the incident available.

Mistakes:
e In the draft report, I had written the surname of the student who had passed away due to
the alleged medical negligence incorrectly
e While drafting the story on our server, I mistakenly placed it in the Bangladesh sub-
category instead of the Dhaka sub-category

Learnings:
e Proactively contacting reporters can lead to obtaining higher-quality or additional details
e When unsure about the spelling of locations or individual names, it is best to verify them
by checking other reputable news sites
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Original news story:
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News story after translation and edit:

Students demo in front of DNMCH over alleged medical negligence

During the protest, the students blocked the main gate of the hospital and vandalized the nameplate
Sohanur Rahman

Students from over 35 colleges surrounded the Dhaka National Medical College and Hospital
(DNMCH) in the capital's Old Dhaka, demanding justice for the death of a Dr Mahbubur Rahman
Mollah College (DMRC) student and for those responsible for the attack on them.

The protesting students gathered in front of the hospital around 1pm on Sunday as part of their
pre-announced protest program.

During the protest, the students blocked the main gate of the hospital and vandalized the nameplate.
Prior to this, they broke through police barricades at Murgitola and Ray Shaheb Bazar.

It was reported that Abhijit Halder, a student of DMRC was admitted to the hospital’s medicine
department on November 16, suffering from dengue.

However, just two days later, he had passed away.
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Following his death, students had blocked the hospital on Wednesday and Thursday.

Their accusations claim that on those dates, students from Kabi Nazrul and Suhrawardy College,
along with activists from the student wing of the opposition, attacked them.

News URL: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/dhaka/366123/students-demo-in-front-
of-dnmch-over-alleged
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Figﬁre 7.1: Screenshot of the published news on Dhaka Tribune’s website
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Project 8

Project Title:
Tarique Rahman: Upcoming national election will be the toughest yet

Project Type:
News Story (Translation and edit)

Date Assigned:
02 December 2024

Date Published:
02 December 2024

Project Details

The project focused on reporting Tarique Rahman’s remarks during a divisional training workshop
at Khulna Press Club, where he addressed party leaders and emphasized the challenges the BNP
would face in the upcoming national election. The key elements included his call for strengthening
the party’s connection with citizens, his assessment of growing public awareness, and the
importance of the BNP’s 31-point reform plan. The story also highlighted specific policy proposals
such as Family Cards and Farmers’ Cards aimed at improving social and economic welfare.

Challenges

In the original news sent to us, there was a lot of additional information that deviated from the
main angle of the story. I was initially unsure whether it was important to include this or not.
However, my supervisor advised me that after a certain point, extra information is unnecessary as
it strays from the core story. As a result, I removed the irrelevant details.

Mistakes:
e [ had forgotten to add a colon before the start of a quote in one instance
e [ capitalized Tarique Rahman’s designation of ‘acting chairman,” when the starting letters
should have been in lowercase according to Dhaka Tribune’s house style

Learnings:
e Double-checking a story after completion to catch small errors is crucial
e Omitting unnecessary information helps to refine the story and makes it more polished
e Standfirst can sometimes comprise of several bullet points when the story contains multiple
important quotes
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Original news story:
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News story after translation and edit:

Tarique Rahman: Upcoming national election will be the toughest yet

e Says people are far more aware than before

e He called on party leaders to strengthen their engagement with citizens
Hedait Hossain
BNP acting chairman Tarique Rahman has said that the upcoming national election in Bangladesh
will be significantly more challenging than any previous elections.
He made this statement during his concluding speech at a day-long divisional training workshop
held at the banquet hall of Khulna Press Club on Monday.
Addressing more than a thousand leaders from Khulna and Mymensingh divisions, Tarique
Rahman said that the changing perspectives and growing awareness among the people would make
the electoral battle harder.
He urged party leaders to focus on correcting any mistakes, guiding their colleagues on the right
path, and staying connected with the people to retain their trust and support.
"The mindset of the people has evolved—they are far more aware than before. As leaders, it is
your responsibility to rectify any errors and stand by the people," he said, calling on leaders to
strengthen their engagement with citizens.
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Tarique Rahman emphasized that public support is the cornerstone of the BNP’s strength and
underscored the importance of retaining that support at all costs.

“We must take the BNP's 31-point reform plan to every household. Our focus is to gain and
maintain public trust and ensure the implementation of these reforms,” he said.

Highlighting the challenges ahead, he added: “The upcoming national election will test us like
never before. Yet, if we can overcome the past 17 years of struggle against autocracy, we can
certainly deliver the 31-point agenda to the people with determination and unity.”

Rahman also spoke about BNP's vision for governance, including plans to introduce Family Cards
to enhance women's social and economic standing and Farmers’ Cards to support agricultural
needs.

These measures, he said, would ensure equitable resource distribution and foster economic
resilience among families.

News URL: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/politics/366927/tarique-rahman-
upcoming-national-election-will-be
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Figure 8.1: Screenshot of the published news on Dhaka Tribune’s website |
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Project 9

Project Title:
Rizwana: Bangladesh seeks climate justice

Project Type:
News Story (edit)

Date Assigned:
15 October 2024

Date Published:
15 October 2024

Project Details

In this news, which was taken from Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha (BSS), Syeda Rizwana Hasan,
Bangladesh's adviser for environment, forest, and climate change, called for climate justice,
highlighting that Bangladesh suffers from climate change impacts despite contributing minimally
to global emissions. The adviser criticized the lack of sufficient financial support for climate
action, particularly for protecting coastal and island areas, and emphasized the critical role of youth
in addressing climate change and the need to move away from fossil fuels.

Challenges

Some sentences in the original news were poorly structured, which made it difficult to understand
the intended meaning. I rephrased and restructured these sentences in my version of the story to
improve clarity and flow.

Mistakes:
e In the initial draft,  mentioned the day she made the remarks in the fifth paragraph, whereas
it should have been in the first paragraph
e [ did not resize the thumbnail picture to the intended ratio of 110x620 as per Dhaka
Tribune's guidelines

Learnings:
e Understood that English news on some sites, such as BSS, often prioritize content over
proper grammar
e Resizing the picture used for the news is a crucial task that should not be overlooked
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Original news from BSS:

Bangladesh seeks climate justice: Rizwana

Environment, Forest and Climate Change Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan today said Bangladesh
seeks climate justice since it suffers from the impacts of climate change.

“Bangladesh suffers from the impacts of climate change although it is one of the least responsible
countries to the climate change,” he said.

Regarding climate change support, she said when the country expects more financial support from
developed nations, it has received very little. How much funding would be required to protect
coastal districts and small island nations, she questioned.

The environment adviser made the remarks while speaking as the chief guest at a function titled
"Youth and Climate Change in the Commonwealth," at the Westin Hotel in the city’s Gulshan area.
The event was hosted by the Australian High Commission, in collaboration with Commonwealth
Missions in Bangladesh.

Mentioning that Bangladesh’s youth are at the forefront of climate action, she said their passion
and innovation as vital to overcoming climate change challenges.

Rizwana stressed the importance of rejecting fossil fuels to secure the future for children.
Platforms like the Commonwealth, she said, can empower young people to take meaningful actions
for a sustainable future.

Speaking at the event, Australian Acting High Commissioner in Dhaka Nardia Simpson reaftirmed
Australia’s commitment to supporting Bangladesh’s climate efforts through youth programs and
capacity-building initiatives.

She emphasised the need for empowering students in these efforts.

High Commissioner of Maldives to Bangladesh Shiuneen Rasheed also spoke at the gathering.
The event brought together diplomats, climate activists, youth representatives, and government
officials to discuss how Commonwealth countries can collaborate to promote youth leadership in
climate initiatives.

News story after edit:

Rizwana: Bangladesh seeks climate justice

The adviser stated that Bangladesh suffers from the impacts of climate change, despite being one
of the countries least responsible for it

BSS

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, adviser for environment, forest, and climate change, said on Tuesday that
Bangladesh seeks climate justice as it continues to suffer from the impacts of climate change.
"Bangladesh suffers from the impacts of climate change, despite being one of the countries least
responsible for it," she said.

Regarding climate change support, she stated that while the country expects more financial
assistance from developed nations, it has received very little.

She questioned: “How much funding would be required to protect coastal districts and small island
nations.”
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The environment adviser made the remarks while speaking as the chief guest at a function titled
"Youth and Climate Change in the Commonwealth," at the Westin Hotel in the city’s Gulshan.
The event was hosted by the Australian High Commission, in collaboration with Commonwealth
Missions in Bangladesh.

Mentioning that Bangladesh’s youth are at the forefront of climate action, she said their passion
and innovation are vital to overcoming climate change challenges.

Rizwana stressed the importance of rejecting fossil fuels to secure the future for children.

She said platforms like the Commonwealth can empower young people to take meaningful actions
for a sustainable future.

Speaking at the event, Australian Acting High Commissioner in Dhaka, Nardia Simpson
reaffirmed Australia’s commitment to supporting Bangladesh’s climate efforts through youth
programs and capacity-building initiatives.

She emphasized the need for empowering students in these efforts.

High Commissioner of Maldives to Bangladesh Shiuneen Rasheed also spoke at the gathering.
The event brought together diplomats, climate activists, youth representatives, and government
officials to discuss how Commonwealth countries can collaborate to promote youth leadership in
climate initiatives.

News URL: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/362029/rizwana-bangladesh-seeks-
climate-justice
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Figure 9.1: Screenshot of the published news on Dhaka Tribune’s website.
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Project 10

Project Title:
Plastic ban, tourist limits on St Martin’s to be finalized by October 20

Project Type:
News Story (edit)

Date Assigned:
08 October 2024

Date Published:
08 October 2024

Project Details

This news story, collected from the United News of Bangladesh (UNB), focused on the
government’s plan to promote sustainable tourism on St. Martin’s Island, which was finalized on
October 20. The plan included a ban on single-use plastics, restrictions on overnight stays, and a
cap on the number of tourists.

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, adviser for Environment, Forest, and Climate Change, announced the
initiative during a press conference at the Secretariat. Stakeholders, including hotel and ship
operators, had expressed support for banning single-use plastics and limiting certain packaged
snacks to reduce pollution. The adviser highlighted that poor consultation had previously hindered
the implementation of earlier decisions. The discussions determined the tourist limit after
stakeholder feedback, which was collected by October 15.

Additionally, hotel owners showed willingness to support sterilization efforts for stray animals on
the island if expert organizations were involved. The finalized plan aimed to protect the island’s
fragile ecosystem while ensuring sustainable tourism practices.

Challenges

The intro of UNB's news was written in a cluttered and disorganized manner, which initially left
me confused about how to approach it. The information was scattered across different points, and
I wasn’t sure how to structure the opening to make it clear and engaging. After much deliberation,
I decided to focus on the key announcement — the work plan to regulate tourism on Saint Martin’s
Island — as the lead.

Furthermore, UNB's website was extremely slow that day, which added to the pressure as I was

expected to draft the news quickly. I informed my supervisor about the situation, and he kindly
extended the deadline, allowing me some extra time for the website to load properly.
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Mistakes:

In the sub-category of the news, I selected ‘Nation’, when it should have been
‘Environment’

While drafting the news in the server, did not paste the standfirst in the excerpt section
Used a thumbnail picture of Adviser Rizwana in my initial draft, when it should instead
have been of Saint Martin’s Island

Learnings:

Improved ability to create a strong and concise lead paragraph

Realized the importance of communicating technical issues to supervisors promptly
Gained experience in navigating slow or unreliable websites and found it crucial to stay
patient

Using the appropriate thumbnail picture that elevates the news is essential

60| Page



Original news from UNB:

Plastic ban, tourist limits on St. Martin’s to be finalized by Oct 20: Adviser Rizwana

A comprehensive work plan to regulate tourism on Saint Martin’s Island, including a ban on single-
use plastics, restrictions on overnight stays, and a cap on the number of tourists, will be finalized
by October 20, according to Syeda Rizwana Hasan, Adviser for Environment, Forest, and Climate
Change. The announcement came today during a press conference at the Secretariat, following the
release of the 'Sundarbans Tiger Survey 2024' results.

In response to questions about recent recommendations concerning the island, Rizwana Hasan
detailed the outcomes of a meeting held with stakeholders, including hotel and ship operators.
“Those who manage hotels and ships on Saint Martin’s Island have agreed that single-use plastic
should not be permitted. Some even suggested that snacks like chanachur, chips, and pickles should
also be banned,” she said, signaling a unified stance among local businesses to tackle plastic
pollution.

The discussions also touched on the lack of implementation of previous government decisions
concerning the island. “We asked them why certain consensus-based decisions were not carried
out,” the adviser said. “They mentioned that past governments had made these decisions
unilaterally, without proper consultation.”

A major point of agreement from the meeting was the necessity to limit tourism. “The government
has decided not to allow overnight stays on the island and to impose restrictions on the number of
visitors. We asked the stakeholders for their views, and they agreed that controlling the number of
tourists is essential,” she added. However, the exact limit on tourist numbers remains under
discussion, with stakeholders expected to provide their opinions by October 15.

The Tourism Department and ship operators also have a say in this matter, and their feedback will
be incorporated into the final plan. “We will collect opinions from all relevant parties, including
hotel and ship owners,” she said, emphasizing that a final decision will be made soon.

On the issue of stray animals on the island, particularly dogs, Rizwana Hasan noted that hotel
owners have expressed willingness to support sterilization efforts if expert organizations are
involved.

The finalized plan, which is expected to be in place by October 20, aims to protect the island's
delicate ecosystem while ensuring sustainable tourism practices.

News story after edit:

Plastic ban, tourist limits on St Martin’s to be finalized by October 20

Adviser Rizwana announces work plan to promote sustainable tourism practices in Saint Martin’s
Island

UNB

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, adviser for Environment, Forest, and Climate Change has announced a
comprehensive work plan to regulate tourism on Saint Martin’s Island.

The plan which will be finalized by October 20, includes a ban on single-use plastics, restrictions
on overnight stays, and a cap on the number of tourists.
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The announcement was made on Tuesday during a press conference at the Secretariat, following
the release of the “Sundarbans Tiger Survey 2024 results.

About recent recommendations concerning the island, Rizwana Hasan said: “Those who manage
hotels and ships on Saint Martin’s Island have agreed that single-use plastic should not be
permitted. Some even suggested that snacks like chanachur, chips, and pickles should also be
banned.”

Her statements signaled a unified stance among local businesses to tackle plastic pollution.

The discussions also touched on the lack of implementation of previous government decisions
concerning the island. The adviser said: “We asked them why certain consensus-based decisions
were not carried out. They mentioned that past governments had made these decisions unilaterally,
without proper consultation.”

A major point of agreement from the meeting was the necessity to limit tourism.

“The government has decided not to allow overnight stays on the island and to impose restrictions
on the number of visitors. We asked the stakeholders for their views, and they agreed that
controlling the number of tourists is essential,” she added.

The exact limit on tourist numbers remains under discussion, with stakeholders expected to
provide their opinions by October 15.

Adviser Rizwana also stated that The Tourism Department and ship operators also have a say in
this matter, and their feedback will be incorporated into the final plan. She said: “We will collect
opinions from all relevant parties, including hotel and ship owners.”

On the subject of stray animals on the island, Rizwana Hasan said that hotel owners have expressed
willingness to support sterilization efforts if expert organizations are involved.

The finalized plan aims to protect the island's delicate ecosystem while ensuring sustainable
tourism practices.

News URL: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/bangladesh-environment/361208/plastic-
ban-tourist-limits-on-st-martin%E2%80%99s-to-be
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Figre 10.1: Screenshot of the published news on Dhaka Tribune’s website
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Internship Outcome

My internship as a Sub-editor at Dhaka Tribune has been a transformative experience, shaping
both my professional skills and personal growth in ways I hadn’t anticipated. Coming into this
role, I was unsure of what to expect, but the hands-on nature of the work and the supportive
environment allowed me to quickly adapt and learn.

This journey has been filled with invaluable lessons and skills that I have acquired throughout the
internship, including:

e (Gained a deeper understanding of the difference between well-structured and poorly
structured news stories.

e Developed a deeper understanding of the behind-the-scenes operations of a newsroom.

e Improved my ability to craft concise and engaging headlines.

e Learned to write focused and impactful introductory paragraphs for news stories.

e Developed photo editing skills using platforms like Canva

e Acquired the ability to create digital e-papers, ensuring proper formatting and layout.

e Increased my capacity to spot errors and inconsistencies in stories.

¢ Enhanced my proofreading skills to minimize mistakes in published content.

e Strengthened my ability to work efficiently under pressure.

e Learned to prioritize tasks and manage multiple responsibilities effectively.

e Became more confident in communicating openly and clearly with colleagues.

e Learned the importance of teamwork in ensuring the smooth functioning of a newsroom.

e Gained a better understanding of the political dynamics of Bangladesh.

e Built resilience and a thick skin in handling criticism.
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TJULAB

 UNIVERSITY OF LIBERAL ARTS
%™ BANGLADESH

SELF-ASSESSMENT FORM

MSJ043
The purpose of this survey is to obtain students input on how they think they have performed.

Name of Intern: S M Nafihul Azam
University 1D: 211012018

Name of the Institute/Organization: Dhaka Tribune

Corporate Office Address: Level- 5, 8/C FR Tower, Panthapath, Dhaka- 1207
Email: news@dhakatribune.co Web | https://www.dhakatribune.co
m : m/

1. During a typical week, approximately how many hours did you dedicate to your
internship?
42 Hours

Was your internship paid? If yes, how much?
Yes. Six Thousand Taka

Was your site supervisor available to meet when needed? Tick any one of the following.

CINot at all OSlightly OOModerately OQuite a bit v'A great deal

4. Next, we would like to know how you were affected by your internship. Using the scale
below, please indicate the degree to which participation in your internship experience increased
or strengthened your abilities, attitudes, awareness or understanding in each of the areas
identified:

1=Not at all 2=Slightly ~ 3=Moderately 4=Quite a bit 5=A great
deal

NO | CRITERIA (Personal) RATING

1 | have a sense of satisfaction in doing something worthwhile. 4

2 | believe in my ability to make a difference. 4

3 | am open to new experiences. 5

4 | have gained the capacity to be more productive. 5
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5 | can recognize my personal strengths. 5
6 | can recognize my personal weaknesses. 5
7 | have a sense of personal achievement. 4
8 | have the ability to persevere in difficult tasks 5
NO | CRITERIA (Social/Interpersonal Impact)
9 | demonstrate concern for the welfare of others 5
10 | I can be understanding and appreciative of people with diverse backgrounds | 5
11 | I have the ability to work cooperatively with others 5
12 | I have the ability to communicate effectively 4
13 | I have increased my ability to be a leader 4
14 | | feel more connected to my community 5
NO | CRITERIA (Academic learning impact)
15 | I have acquired knowledge from the job duties I performed 5
16 | I have broadened my critical thinking skills (reasoning, problem | 5

solving)
17 | I have learnt the ability to work independently 5
18 | I feel my classroom learning was enriched 5
19 | I have the ability to connect academic subject matter to the real | 5

world.
NO | CRITERIA (EMPLOYMENT/JOB SPECIFIC IMPACT)
20 |1 developed specialised technical skills for a specific job | 5

function
21 | | broadened my future employment possibilities 4
22 | | received an opportunity to explore a specific career 4
23 | | developed realistic ideas about the work world 5
24 | I narrowed my future possible career choices. 4
25 | What is your average score from this test? 4.67

5. General Comments

My time at Dhaka Tribune challenged me to exceed my own
expectations, fostering both professional and personal
growth. It provided me with invaluable opportunities to forge
meaningful connections that I will cherish and carry forward
throughout my career.

/;Qf%j{/ﬂ'{(:(j"?_/y ot

Signature of Intern
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Professional Competencies

My internship at Dhaka Tribune has been an eye-opening experience that has truly shaped my
understanding of journalism. I have developed several important skills during my time at Dhaka
Tribune that have helped me grow professionally and prepared me for the challenges and
opportunities that lie ahead in my career.

e Editing and improving news stories helped me become better at analyzing them. I learned
how to pick out important details, decide what’s relevant, and make sure stories match the
publication's style.

e Translating and editing news taught me the importance of accuracy. I learned how to
research well, check facts, and make sure the information in stories is credible before
publishing.

e [ became better at solving problems, especially when editing complicated stories or
working with tight deadlines. I learned how to think creatively while making sure the
content stays true to journalistic standards.

e During breaking news or urgent tasks, I learned how to make quick decisions, prioritize
tasks, and stay calm under pressure, all while maintaining the quality of my work.

78 | Page



Appendix

Several more of my edited works:
e Owner among two arrested following Uttara restaurant fire

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/dhaka/368755/owner-among-two-arrested-following-
uttara

e Adviser Hassan Ariff's third namaz-e-janaza held at Secretariat

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/368762/adviser-hassan-ariff-s-third-namaz-e-janaza-
held

e Commission finds India's involvement in Bangladesh's enforced disappearance

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/368769/commission-finds-india-s-involvement-in

e Adviser Fouzul: We will act on people's needs

https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/368773/adviser-fouzul-we-will-act-on-people-s-needs

e  Prof Yunus remembers friend Manmohan Singh as a visionary leader

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/369252/prof-yunus-remembers-friend-
manmohan-singh-as-a

e Suspected robber lynched in Narayanganj

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/369255/suspected-robber-lynched-in-
narayanganj

e 2 killed while crossing road in Jatrabari

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/dhaka/369261/elderly-couple-killed-in-jatrabari-
covered-van

e Salehuddin: Interim govt wants to set footprint for next govt

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/369268/salehuddin-interim-govt-wants-to-set-a-
footprint

e Rizvi: Those prioritizing reforms over election, democracy have evil intentions

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/politics/369267/rizvi-those-prioritizing-reforms-over-
election

e Rizwana: Failure to meet public expectations risks political instability

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/369271/rizwana-failure-to-meet-public-expectations-
risks
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e Hossain Zillur Rahman: Holding election in disorder will be catastrophic

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/369272/hossain-zillur-rahman-holding-elections-in

o DMP commissioner: Police must regain public trust through services

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/369315/dmp-commissioner-police-must-regain-
public-trust

o Relief returns to onion market as prices drop

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/369318/relief-returns-to-the-onion-market

e Sylhet Red Crescent receives new bus and ambulance

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/369325/sylhet-red-crescent-receives-new-bus-
and-ambulance

e DMP: Police working tirelessly for a safe city

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/dhaka/369335/dmp-police-working-tirelessly-for-a-
safe-city

e Mirza Abbas: | still have 108 cases against me

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/politics/369338/mirza-abbas-i-still-have-108-cases-
against-me

e Chhatra Dal protests erupt at JnU over committee exclusion

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/369346/chhatra-dal-protests-erupt-at-jnu-
over-committee

e Four burnt in chemical drum explosion at Gazipur factory

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/369352/four-burnt-in-chemical-drum-
explosion-at-gazipur

e  Water transport workers call off strike

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/369358/water-transport-workers-call-off-strike

e Adviser Supradip: Govt working to resolve land issues in CHT

Link: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/369357/adviser-supradip-govt-working-to-
resolve-land
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