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STUDENT DETAILS

Name Shekh Mohammad Arafat
ID 181012061
Department Media Studies and Journalism

Major concentration

Communication for Development

Minor concentration

English

Career objectives

My aim is to go for higher study in communication and
development. Then, I aim to become a teacher, a researcher,
and a development practitioner. Besides, I wish to be an
entrepreneur in the development sector.

INTERNSHIP DETAILS

Host Organization

Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS)

Full Address Oboshor Bhaban, Road 5/A, Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka 1209

My Working Section FactWatch, CQS-led research projects, Basic Fact-Checking
Workshop Series.

Supervisor Prof. Din M. Sumon Rahman, Director, CQS

Designation Intern

Start Date October 16, 2022

End Date January 15, 2023

Hours Per Week

35+ hours

Total Working Period

Approximately 12 weeks
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INTRODUCTION

Being a student of Communication for Development (C4D) major, I have always wanted to
contribute to the development of Bangladesh. Then, I found that FactWatch, a project run by
CQS has become a third-party fact-checker for Meta. FactWatch is the only local fact-checking
platform in Bangladesh that has a contract with Meta to debunk misinformation in the
Bangladeshi region. Thus, this fact-checking platform contributes to regional development in

Bangladesh.

In the courses offered by Communication for Development (C4D), we have learned to identify
underdevelopment issues in Bangladesh and plan to address these issues using various theories,
approaches, and models. The reign of recurring misinformation is certainly a matter of concern
in Bangladesh. So when I found that FactWatch is battling misinformation in this region, I
decided to join them to implement my knowledge. Though I was working as a fact-checker, I
tried to understand how misinformation spread through social media, and how the authenticity of
misinformation has been created. I believe this enthusiasm to dive into the knowledge-producing
process would help to develop the methods of fact-checking and reduce the spread of

misinformation.

Since I realized that CQS was a well-suited place for me to practice developmental work, I send
an e-mail to Professor Din M. Sumon Rahman, the director of CQS and founding editor of
FactWatch expressing my interest to work with them as an intern. He appreciated my interest and

permitted me to work at CQS.

Besides fact-checking, I worked with the basic fact-checking workshop organizing team and
assisted in it with communication, logistics support, photography, and documentation. I also

assisted in CQS-led research projects by helping to collect and analyze data.

The team of the Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS) is small, though the members
of this team are very efficient. Regarding the small team, I had the opportunity to communicate

and make a bond with them very effectively.



EXPECTATIONS

The internship program allows us to work in the practical world while assimilating theories with
practice. My expectations from the internship were to implement what I have learned, experience
the professional world, and observe how the research and development arena works. In the
internship host organization at CQS, I was assigned as a regular fact-checker and an occasional
research associate to assist the CQS-led research projects during my internship period. Besides, I
was one of the members of the Basic Fact-Checking Workshop organizing team. Though, I did
not expect this much from the organization. During my internship, I had the following

expectations:

e Improving my research skills and helping CQS with its research projects.

e [ earning fact-checking skills and getting acquainted with necessary tools.

e Learning every detail of fact-checking from the senior fact-checkers in order to be a
professional in the field.

e Practicing critical thinking skills while working on any fact-checking report.

e [mproving my communication and management skills while working with the workshop
organizing team.

e Maintaining professionalism by being in the office on time and submitting assignments
on time.

e Contributing to the progress of CQS by working on content development for FactWatch

and collecting data for research projects.



HOST ORGANIZATION

Organization name: Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS)

Organization type: Research Center
Address: Oboshor Bhaban, Road 5/A, Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka — 1209, Bangladesh.
Website: https://cgs.ulab.edu.bd

The Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS), housed in the University of Liberal Arts

Bangladesh and jointly run by the University of Sussex in the United Kingdom and the

University of Bangladesh, provides an interdisciplinary platform for the collaboration of

different knowledge disciplines, ensures effective knowledge transfer, and develops cutting edge

qualitative research tools and communications strategies for a variety of research and programs.

Ongoing Projects:

Internationalization and Virtual Exchange: Borderless between EU and Asian Countries/
HARMONY.

Scaling-up Care for Pre-natal Depression through Technological Enhancements to the
“Thinking Healthy Programme" - ENHANCE.

Systemize and further develop Article 19’s tracking tool for monitoring cases of
harassment and violence against journalists.

Fact-checking Workshop Series: A Beginner‘s Guide to Combat Misinformation.

Completed Projects:

Partnership to ensure the sustainability of a public health palliative care project in
Bangladesh through Community Theater.

Midline Project Evaluation — Mapped in Bangladesh (MiB).

Understanding patterns of recreation and Media-use of RMG workers in Dhaka City: An
Exploratory Study.


https://cqs.ulab.edu.bd

e Encountering —Info-demic during a Pandemic: Exploring Issues of Communication
Crisis during COVID-19 in Bangladesh.

e Fear and Stigma in the Context of Corona Epidemic in Bangladesh: A Rapid Research -
Being Safe, Being Cyber positive.

e (Capacity Building of Bangladeshi Web Portals and Human Rights Organizations at the
Peripheral Level to Increase Safety and Combat Misinformation.

e Study on Reporting on Rohingya Refugees in Selected Media of Bangladesh with a focus

on Cox‘s Bazar and National Newspapers.

FactWatch, a well-known fact-checking group with a global reputation, is also a subsidiary of the
Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS). In order to promote Media Information
Literacy (MIL) and spread awareness of false information, disinformation, fake news, and
rumors in Bangladesh, FactWatch was founded. The first fact-checking organization in
Bangladesh to receive certification from the International Fact-Checking Network (IFCN) and to
cooperate with Facebook as a third-party fact-checker is FactWatch.



ORGANOGRAM




TASKS

The following is a list of tasks that I have completed during my internship period at the Center

for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS):

e Monitoring social media closely to detect misinformation and rumors.

e Preparing fact-checking reports for FactWatch.

e Writing fact-files for every month during the internship period.

e Assisting fact-checkers in finding facts and evidence.

e Monitoring social media pages of CQS and FactWatch.

o Assisting CQS-led research projects with data collection and data analysis.

e Working with the workshop organizing team to launch Basic Fact-Checking Workshop.

e Attending weekly meetings and taking notes regarding upcoming works and tasks.
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Project 1

Project Name: Fact-Checking Report 1

oo DN

Project Title: JHERI XOTFNS IHIT LTRTH =S FROTEF ey THIF = F61F

Project Brief:

A student of BUET named Fardin Noor was killed and the police arrested one of his
friends named Bushra upon the case filed by Fardin’s father. A number of renowned
online news portals used a photo of Fardin Noor’s other friend, Arisha Ashraf, to cover
the news of Bushra’s arrest. Since we found the Facebook profile of Arisha Ashraf and
identified her in the photo, we thought this news coverage could mislead people. So,
FactWatch did some initial research and found that the photo was wrongly used and then

debunked it.

My Responsibilities and Tasks:

I was assigned to prepare a fact-checking report on this falseness. This issue was very
time sensitive and I was told to prepare the report as soon as possible. My first task was
to archive the news of all online news portals that used Arisha Ashraf’s photo in their
news. Then I had to look for the source of the photo and I found that the photo belonged
to Arisha Ashraf, a friend of Fardin Noor. I did go through her Facebook profile and
found the photo in her profile. I had to do a cross-check to be sure that Arisha Ashraf and
Bushra were not the same people. I did a thorough and careful investigation in order to

debunk this news’s falseness.

13



My Report:

ME TS WEwA, "FRMAE 0% (2N 26 W1 THEE, 7K N 28 Nea.
TARGS MEaMIT a9 90 Bi] 924 FE Riv | WRIOIS 498 DHAKA POST
JIEACH™ TP KRR Jra FRM= 99 S/[G01E 291 NNy Ol 99
PRIF (AFOF STE S AM0 ATE AR | TSI BF FEWITN A6 28T
SRMSTANTS (T B[ II92E B AR O S FIRMA Y9 I R (A
Sj@el UG AR 38 STHITAE NN SINF G0 (AR (T & 21106
FIAM WFF I WG S0 |

Ow #EMN g9 B[ 929 B AGE 8T SAMSTAT (YA AU, Q4.
92 QYA |

5T Y02 NIOFF, 2022 OIHLY THMA FA(ID IEE Fh TO) NWATT (AFOF F0
=Y OIF g PRIE | TRMA 97 TOJ ATNATH I (FO1d 2SWF S0 AT
HIHFI0 BINIEN (WO (AGE ABE SAR| 4 [T ABIE® Fg AW (YA
YA, AL, A9 AU |

AMTE Rtv | WHEGRS 493 DHAKA POST WINE WG SINETEN MGG (ATGE
FEAMA 99 TO) WA FEE (TF0F 8TF TAMGBTETS TEMN J&T
NG JFGH TG WG HWFR[CFED AF0 B< AIZD PR T MG R
M bR A(OFF, 202 SH(Y OF NSNS (FAIF (ATHEE (AF (A6
SRR | fol g [W2® I8 TEMA J90F M9 B O RiQ AQeT® (APGH
TR | S S=RICFR (60 (YA 44 |

WAIMIF, 1O 0% N(OHL, 03 OIHY FRHMA F(FF IF PR (AP0
ZOWE 24V AGIAL STNY (Fg Wl [5G (HGE S SHErTwd 2iq
JITE L A2 T WA WFRTTF O @710 (FHLE (ATFRA (ATF JF0
(G e A6 ® FEN (T RIMBTETe 9999 GRI6 Te T 7+ A2
fofN WEe e (T "FANe= 533 NS [If@sd Seqm A6 N9
GHF UIOTH 91 A9 W0OT | S SWFEIURED (G0 (MY AU |

TLEY], 1 8% N{wHA. 203 WIHlY [Fdie 27 AL Bra FRMA 99 433
Ao 28TF foama HF MEEAAET AGeT=F A1 ©Id (AT ©F A S&4
BI AT | NAAONB ATOIAN AIRMNFSIE G 2 (T PR FS 20T
B Z(ACR| ALF 910 Yo% AlwHd, 2032 OIH0Y FREM Y09 <SG F98 ™
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R JB6 TON NN FEA~ A2 & NN FREMAE 7g RIS
(AF9ld ¢4 =F|

@49, SIAHE SAHA Rty | WEAGMG G928 DHAKA POST A9 SRAMSBANS
T RS RRMGA SN LICRG TRMA (€ Ig PHE (@ Tl Y5
HST AN 492 NG GINC® (HER (T 6F QR0 FEMA &9 9HF g
I WFHIES @ (FAIP (ATFIRA (A A2 Fh1 AR

STodl:. SR [EH F(E bF oG (HOF HoE AbEe 3R 999
BRIGE Wl RIS I TS FaAR|

Summary: Two online news portals, Rtv and Dhaka Post, covered news of the arrest of
the deceased Fardin Noor’s friend Bushra on 10th November 2022 and used a photo in
the published news which was not Bushra but Fardin Noor’s other friend Arisha Ashraf.
Upon investigation, FactWatch found proof that the photo was posted on Arisha Ashraf’s
personal Facebook profile on 8th November 2022 after Fardin Noor was found dead on
7th November 2022. FactWatch also found that Arisha Ashraf posted a status on her
Facebook profile on 10th November 2022 to clarify that the person in the photo was not
Bushra. So, FactWatch rates the photo used in news reports as “Missing Context.”

15



Edited Report:

e qICZE FEMN TONFNSE O IAFHA TEF [GreasI=kaag &=
(AFOd BLAR AT g2 HqW ABE "IAA0RE FEMN TN, AFHA TE]
CIANE", "FRMN O, IFH TR A Mg TS HEIAN", "FIRAMANF
ST (2N 5a =1 91K, Wik N 2SN 29 #Eamns I3 9500 g9
A= DI (I (g Waafofed SRAMAETT | TS ITCET STTHITH G
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O&F RN G393 B TIE BE ABE ST FIMSTET (YN AU, AU,
<9 U |
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HIF0 WNEAIRN [NOG (AT ABIK FEz| 4 [T AT [Fg 7™M (g~
A, AU, A998 AU

AMTF Rtv | WHADIS g92 DHAKA POST WINE LGl WI~eEN oG (AT6E
FRMA 4 T AN PR (TFOE 2ETR SRABENS FRUN (DD
THE AFGH 9F NI WHETFF AF0 29 AI2E SLACR I NG5 A= EE
NS bE W(oHd, 203k WY OF @ (T4 (ATFEZA (AF (A6
AR | Tolv B [W2® 9 FRMN FI(F M9 B 5@ B4 SeheT® (AT6I6
TR | S S*RICF (60 (YN L4 |

HHAMIE, 1@ 0% AOFI 022 ONAY FEAMA I 95 EE (FFo/d
ZOTG IeAW AGNAD TNT [Fg N3 [NoG (AOE ST WHETEd g9
FAZE FE| WG R NGE O A&7 (F599F (ATF126 (AT B0
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WIRAM JB0 TO) NNl BN 92 G@F NV FREMNG 95 IS
(=9l R4l =¥

TRMA FF OIBIS [T GOME ATSIIHN Q4 W (4] O OIF (AF0I4
2O AHIAF 2K QIATS (10T (I% [Fg FAAMAETT S 3| 191 HHRCFF
g (g Mg Iz F glasigee (PoalEans wiNd Rafesa e
TS FAQ|

Summary: A university student named Fardin Noor was killed by unknown people on 4™
November. While investigating the case, police arrested one of his girlfriends and her
name is Bushra. A few online portals published this news with a photo of the girlfriend,
but that was not Bushra, rather another girlfriend of the deceased whose name is Arisha.
FactWatch found proof that the photo was posted on Arisha Ashraf’s personal Facebook
profile on 8th November 2022 after Fardin Noor was found dead on 7th November 2022.
FactWatch also found that Arisha Ashraf posted a status on her Facebook profile on 10th
November 2022 to clarify that the person in the photo was not Bushra. Considering this is
really damaging for the girl whose photo has been used instead, FactWatch rates these
posts as “Missing Context.”
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Arisha Ashraf
; about 2 weeks ago

Why this feels like a scene from a staged drama Fardin Noor

Is it a bad dream or are you really gone forever?

| can't stand the pain of losing you. | have finished "1984'. You told me to

take it slow. | did. Now, why are you not here to listen to me? | want to talk to
you about it like all the previous books.... See more
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Ekta help koro amk pc
te diye ektu chatgulo

A Tamim tadiye

Sure hoye amk janac

aptop unara niye

Kichu chilo?

Eta dekhso?

Tamim

Acho?
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Challenge:

e This report was a challenge for me and I had no room for making a mistake since
the issue was very sensitive. | had to be very careful in every step to ensure that I
was doing everything carefully and a single mistake could hamper my credibility

as a fact-checker.

Mistakes:

e [ was told to write this report as soon as possible. I needed more time to organize
all of the evidence and prepare this report. Finally, I was able to deliver the report
in a very satisfactory time and there were no mistakes or lack of evidence in my
report according to the editor. Instead, the editor added a proper headline for the
report.

e At first, I did not archive the news reports which used the photo of the wrong
person. Then, a senior fact-checker told me to do so and he described to me the

benefit of archiving news links.

Learning Outcomes:

e [ learned that even renowned news media sometimes make misleading news and
they do not bother to check facts or anything before publishing news.

e The senior fact-checkers suggested archiving any news or links because it might
help later if any news media ever raised questions about the authenticity of my
fact-checking report.

e [ had the experience of writing a report under pressure since the issue was very

time sensitive and our delay could mislead people.

21



Project 2

Project Name: Fact-checking report 2

Project Title: $IN (OTNSINOF THG COIEIT SEEEF, FHFTT S@EIHEF 77

Project Brief:

A viral video on Facebook claimed that the Quran was recited in the inauguration
program of the 2022 Qatar FIFA World Cup. This claim seemed false to FactWatch who
had observed misinformation spread through Facebook regarding the inauguration
program. They did some initial research and found that the claim was unauthentic and

then debunked it.

My Responsibilities and Tasks:

I was assigned to write a fact-checking report on this false claim and the editor told me to
write the report as soon as possible since the claim had too much virality. My first task
was to watch the viral video and take screenshots from the video in order to find out the
original source of this video by using reverse image search tools. When the source was
identified, I found that the video was nearly one year old and the recitation of the Quran
was performed at the inauguration of Al-Thumama stadium in Qatar in 2021. Then I
analyzed the viral video and the one-year-old video carefully from every angle to ensure
that the claim of the viral video was false. I also looked for news media coverage of the
Al-Thumama stadium inauguration program in order to be confirmed that the Quran was

recited in the program. I did a thorough investigation to prove that the claim is false.
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In the video, the recitation of the Qur’an is ranked as the best
shot at the opening of the Al-Thumama World Cup stadium
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Screenshot from Twitter post (23rd October 2021).

Screenshot was collected from one of the viral Facebook posts (20th Movember 2022).
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Summary: Some Facebook posts claimed that the inauguration ceremony of the 2022 Qatar
Worldeup Football did make history by reciting Quran in the ceremony. Upon investigation,
FactWatch did not find any proof regarding this claim and also found that sereenshots and videos
used in these Facebook posts are from 2021 while a number of children were reciting Quran in
an inauguration ceremony of Al-Thumama stadium, a venue for the Qatar Worldeup. So.
considering all of these, FactWatch rates these viral screenshots and videos as “Missing

Context.”
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Summary: Some Facebook posts claimed that the mauguration ceremony of the 2022 Qatar
Worldeup Football did make history by presenting a recitation from Quran in the program.
Upon investigation, FactWatch did not find any proof regarding this claim and also found that
screenshots and videos used in these Facebook posts are from 2021 while a number of children
were reciting Quran in an inauguration ceremony of the Al-Thumama stadium, a venue for the
Qatar World Cup. So, considering all of these, FactWatch rates these viral screenshots and videos

as “Missing Context.”
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https://www.fact-watch.org/web/quran_recitation_at_qatar/
https://www.fact-watch.org/web/quran_recitation_at_qatar/
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In the video, the recitation of the Qur’an is ranked as the best
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Screenshot from Twilter post (23rd October 2021).
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Screenshot was collected from one of the viral Facebook posts (20th November 2022)
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Challenge:

e [ did face challenges while preparing this report since I had not dealt with any
video that contained false claims and the senior fact-checkers helped me to get rid
of this problem. They showed me the path by introducing a reverse video search
tool like InVid and giving instructions on how to use it. Following their instruction

and my own intuition | was able to prepare this report.

Mistakes:

o At first, I hardly used screenshots and photos in the report. Then, the senior
fact-checkers told me to use photos in the report in order to make it more attractive
and while comparing two photos, mark the similarities and dissimilarities between
these two photos. So, it will help the reader to understand and relate to the context.

e | did not make any mistakes in this report. Instead, the editor added a proper

headline for the report.

Learning Outcomes:

e [ learned the techniques to find out the original source while I have to work with a
video that contains a false claim.

e [ have learned some problem-solving capabilities while working on this report, for
example, when I became confused about how to analyze a video, the senior
fact-checkers came up with a tool which actually helped me and I learned to use
the tool.

e [ learned how to look for tiny things in a video or a photo in order to be sure that
the claim of the video or photo is true or false.

e The more evidence I can acquire, the credibility of my report and the strength of

my argument will be increased.
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Project 3

Project Name: Fact-Checking Report 3

Project Title: AN AT (T Feife M T SIS S ¢o fRIFT 9T (el — f3r=sy

Project Brief:

A viral Facebook post claimed that India did not participate in the 1950 Brazil World Cup
because they did not get permission from FIFA to play barefoot. This claim seemed
unauthentic to the FactWatch as there might be more important reasons India did not
participate in the game. They did some initial research and found that India did not
participate in the game due to some bad decisions taken by their football federation and
the theory of barefoot became popular among people at that time. Then, FactWatch

decided to debunk this inauthentic claim.

My Responsibilities and Tasks:

I was assigned to write a fact-checking report on this false claim. My first task was to
find out if barefoot is the only reason mentioned why India did not participate in the
world cup. When I found that the denial of playing barefoot was not the actual reason, |
looked to see if there were any regulations by FIFA regarding wearing shoes or boots
during playing football. Thus, I made up my arguments. I did a thorough investigation in

order to debunk the false claim regarding India not participating in the 1950 World Cup.
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Summary: A Facebook post claimed that India did not participate in the 1950 World Cup in
Brazil because they got no permission to play barefoot. Upon investigation, FactWatch did not
find any proof regarding this claim and found that wearing boots was not mandatory in FIFA
equipment regulations before 1953. FactWatch also found that due to some bad decisions taken
by the All India Football Federation (AIFF), India could not participate in the 1950 FIFA World

Cup. So, considering all of these, FactWatch rates the claim of these posts as “false.”

37



Edited Report:

e "yho ST IS TGS FFwl [FT9 FHIE JLHARCNR SIS (TS OIS
BITS W (NF FET OF (GUAR Ui ST (a9, [F5 w0 omg afF 9y (@717
NS (A" - 7B B0 (P ANIGE WK RIF X521 OlaY], 5 RIRIn &
FAF IQA 4T ANNGS MU (ST HR| FNESANHT SADIHCN Gl ST (F, «Ifed
AT (Y TH© W HSTH OAS KYFCH WLHAZT FIAW - A% ARG A9 «F ST
Yoo SITEAR 9T MW FFE 2RI (FBTETN 4 Io AT T (L1 ALTore Qe
1| ST5% SR FIESTE OF (ATHSTEAR R[S N0 I(E ARTS FAR|

HNIMGF W (ST 28T JTFY (SR (N6 VAT (YN AU, JUH, S, AL,
ST, g9 LRI |

CTIRFS (TEHTANS NS Yp¢o S JMGLe WO [[YITH e W (KO FT9AFS
(T WG T AR ©F FoTel 612 FAT® WA (TR [F-ST6 927 FLa Q57 6
FfH 998 OE® Sho YA WA= I B T [F7 7eaw G 913 (@ Ffon
WEGISE ST AFING ZAR| FRMBTEA (YA I, AUH, JUH, AL, 4
AU |

CTRFS (PGB WIK6 AP [T S IMOI2 FACS AN O&F TS ATG (WA |
WTNTRT SAHIN (FIR1S INF (F G2 400 ATRW T L1e AT (a7 WS 1 ATSW
OIS Yheo RYBMCHN TLEET FEMW - g2 ARGA ATF W I32 Shew A =19 AT
R 2RI @BEA 4 J0 NI (AR (PN IGIRGF O] R J A8 Shae
=etisfE wfaf~es g FEmEfear Ty -0 (N G 28T W91 oS wey
FHIE 0 AT 1 ALTSYAF QAT Al | (YA QU A38 AUH |

BT, Yoo SIETF JGET (BT 08 5 (T STeTa=TeTF G A0 Z0eTs (519 18 W 59
5 (=1 fAgITs Ss= ez S| fFeT yveo RIer A (2t fReferemas, 3=,
(@SN TAANHE), d98 Oeld WA G SNET GINTY ($§ 49 ey ot 72
fRRITS TIe¥1a=T ST (AF AT RO¥| T @, SE0ST AN W7 (& 04T e =
REFTH WHATF| HFT00e oFe & [HFNA =e= @A vveo [YINH oFTST
WA A FAT (AT W ST ToI (FONTI (AMEAFAF) (T IS Rrafgran
IR WY SHYCAST 2062 MG WSWE UT6, 7ol [WABH [WIN WS, J73 SR

38



G715 STNE N1 ST IMS (ATATIOHA JMGe ST A6 (VOIS (el SR S
HfSpfs Mrafere 493 FAFENe B2 HATZT TN S0 FICHEN A7 THG ST
AR (AT NEm], I fF41 yheo [N SFeld ((oyg (M8 HU B, I+ (I
SISO FoId (FONTN (JHWRIFAF) WEAST (F (TSN BFCFI SN (LTS
Ao T3 Y $F09T MY (FF| TN WHF IS (AF 1A TR (T SLFE
SATY WA ET 47 (BUN THFH TEIET WIANG] T QLT ©H097 ToIe (FOILTTHT
JIMR| ©12 OFI [Riow IRV ARTT IMGE [REINA TLHTET FIAW 438 A AN (LA
NS A AISHH TG WS WS GIAT Z(H LS| TeTo, OIFory (LTATIG 6 AT =1
TR (YATS (@ T (@14 FASOA |

e, 4 [REFH =8 (T AIfE AT (e TS A1 MU OFS o YA TSR
FEW - 2 WKL FOF 77 I8 97 ATH Jo L& OAIF FA (5Tl HATS, 35¢o
P a1 (F R R N S0 o2 R (I i "ion 438 (9Eg
ARG (=7 BT ool MG ST L6 (NoNNH Afosefe Mg e, oz wfd
T (LT SANMS N NSTF OOl Yooore ~7| [Forms, tvew S =97 *f® frem
ZHEEATNT (AR 4 5 AT AF (LT IAGFS! QLT w1 I8 YveR SE SAred
WAF (JTEATTG 999 6 A1 A & w5 g W95z FF o9 e @m
SIS G |

oA, WIS [RIFEN FE@ WNA 92 ans 9% (§ AN WO s
(PGSR AR "=

Summary: A Facebook post claimed that India did not participate in the 1950 World Cup in
Brazil because they did not get permission to play barefoot. Upon investigation, FactWatch did
not find any proof for this claim and but found that wearing boots was not mandatory in FIFA
equipment regulations before 1953. As revealed, it was due to some other inconvenience (such
as, funding, lack of consensus on player selection etc.) the All-India Football Federation (AIFF),
India could not participate in the 1950 FIFA World Cup. So, considering all of these, FactWatch

rates the claim of these posts as “false.”
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Why India did not compete in the 1950
foothall World Cup (and no, it wasn't
because they didn’t have boots)
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So, why exactly did India withdraw?

Finally, India didn't go for the World Cup. As the AIFF remained evasive
on the reason why the trip was not made and issusd a press release that
revealed litde, 100 many theories have been Moated over the years. It was
saiid in some quarters that Fifa was reluctant o allow the Indians play
barefoot It is diffscult io believe since weariing boots was not mandatory
In Tifa equipment regulations before 1953, In 1952 when India played the
Helslnki Olymplcs, many of thelr players played without boots and the
world body did not object to It
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Sadlen Mansa, who would have led India m the toumaiment. says that the AIFF was sodf

kigag the Winrld Cup as seriously as the Olvingies
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Challenges:

e [t was a challenge to prove this claim false since the claim was very popular
among people. Then the senior fact-checkers told me to look for if there were any
other reasons why India did not participate in the 1950 world cup.

e There was another challenge I did face while working on this report. Any rules or
regulations by FIFA regarding wearing boots during the play were very hard to
find out. Though I managed to find them later through an extensive internet
search. I found an article written by an Indian sports journalist named Jaydeep

Basu and learned that wearing boots was not mandatory before 1953.

Mistake:

e Since my arguments were clear, there was no mistake in the report. Instead, the

editor added a proper headline for the report.

Learning Outcomes:

e A popular theory regarding anything can hold misinformation and mislead people
for they do not bother to check by themselves if the information is true or false.

e [ did learn a lot of things while working on this single report including how to
think critically, to look for evidence that is not very frequent on the internet, and to
make strong arguments using available evidence.

e [ learned that common sense is an important thing to making arguments while we

have less evidence in our hands.
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Project 4

Project Name: Fact-Checking Report 4

Project Title: [ ST (ST =A@ ©SIFO-MNFI (TTOIGH = RETE T61

Project Brief:

A photo depicting some people fleeing somewhere by a train and the caption of the photo
claimed that this was the last train to Calcutta from Dhaka during the 1947 partition. The
photo and the claim have become very popular on the internet for several years. This
claim seems false to FactWatch. They did some initial research and found that the photo
was captured in 1971 during the liberation war of Bangladesh by a French photographer
named Raymond Depardon. Then, FactWatch debunked this false claim.

My Responsibilities and Tasks:

I was assigned to prepare a fact-checking report on this false claim. My first task was to
search the photo by reverse image search tools in order to find out its source. After the
source of this photo has been identified, my task was to check if the photo was of the
1947 partition. When I found that the photo was not taken in 1947 but in 1971, I had to
find out the name of the photographer. I found the photographer’s name was Raymond
Depoardon and he was in Bangladesh in 1971 to capture the moment of the liberation
war. Thus, I made my arguments. I did a thorough investigation in order to debunk this

false claim.
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My Report:
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Summary: A Facebook post with a photo claimed that the photo depicts the last train to Caleutta from
Dhaka during the India and Pakistan partition in 1947. Upon investigation, FactWatch did not find any
proof regarding this claim and also found that the photo was taken in 1971 by a French photographer
named Raymond Depardon. The photo titled Exodus, taken by this French photographer depicts that a
number of people were fleeing from East Pakistan to India in order to save their life. Now, it is clear that
the photo was not about the last train to Calcutta in 1947. So, considering all of these, FactWatch rates the

claim of these posts as “false.”
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Edited Report:
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Summary: A Facebook post with a photo claimed that the photo depicts the last train to Calcutta from Dhaka during
the India and Pakistan partition in 1947. Upon mnvestigation, FactWatch did not find any proof regarding this claim
and also found that the photo was taken in 1971 by a French photographer named Raymond Depardon. The photo
titled Exodus, taken by this French photographer depicts that a number of people were fleeing from East Pakistan to
India in order to save their life. This photo has been wrongly used in various films and novels based on
1947, claiming it a photo of that time. So, considering all of these, FactWatch rates the claim of these posts as
“false.”
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https://www.fact-watch.org/web/1947-india-pakistan-partition/
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Tanvir Mokammel’s ‘Simantorekha’ at Public Library again today
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Challenges:

e [t was a challenge to prove that the photo was taken in 1971 since the source of the
photo was hard to find. However, I managed to find out the source and name of the
photographer. I found the name of the photographer in a photo-story created by
TIMES magazine regarding the 1971 liberation war.

e Since it was a matter of historical inaccuracy, I had to be very careful to ensure
that the evidence I offered was strong and authentic.

e Since it was a subject of sentiment, there was a possibility that the report might be
questioned by people and I had to make myself prepared to face them and ready to

show them the evidence.

Mistake:

e [ did forget to use the strongest evidence in this report. Since my argument was
that the photo was not taken in 1947 but in 1971 and to demonstrate proof
regarding my argument, I did not mention the date of birth of the named
photographer in the report. The birth year of Raymond Depardon was 1942, so it
was not possible for him to take this photo in 1947. Besides, the editor added a
proper headline for the report.

Learning Outcomes:

e This report offered a lot of things to learn including various techniques to find out
the source of a photo, various ways to prove that the claim is false, and various
aspects to talk about regarding the claim.

e People do not bother to search for additional information after they have seen
something very popular on the internet.

e Even in mass media, arts, and literature, they do not check for the authenticity of

something and use inaccurate materials in their productions.
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Project 5

Project Name: Fact-File Report 1

Project Title: FTOTF fTIF1T NI Foo 3P AT RATHI®RA?

Project Brief:

There was confusion regarding the death tolls of migrant workers in Qatar since The
Guardian and Amnesty International published two reports on the death of migrant
workers. According to their reports, the death tolls were 6500 and 15000, respectively.
Though The Guardian and Amnesty International did not mention in their reports that
these migrant workers in Qatar died while working on construction sites for the FIFA
2022 World Cup infrastructure development, many news media in Bangladesh published
news with confusing headlines, for example, migrant workers died for Qatar World Cup
preparation. So, FactWatch decided to make a fact-file on this issue to eliminate

confusion.

My Responsibilities and Tasks:

I was assigned to prepare a fact file report for November 2022 and I chose this issue to
work on. My first task was to read these two reports to see if they mention that these
workers died during the world cup preparation and if all of them were employed in
infrastructure development works. My second task was to find out the confusing
headlines that Bangladeshi news media used in their news. Also, I had to find out if any
fact-checking reports were done on this issue and I have found a report prepared by

Deutsche Welle. I did read these reports and compiled them to get rid of this confusion.
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My Report:
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Summary: A Facebook post and some news headlines claimed that 6500 migrant workers from
five South Asian countries including India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal, and Srilanka have died
in Qatar while working on various infrastructure development projects since Qatar won the bid to
host the 2022 FIFA World Cup. These news headlines regarding the death of workers in Qatar
referred to the two reports by The Guardian and Amnesty International. Upon investigation,
FactWatch did not find that all of those workers died while working on the World Cup
preparation projects and we also found that neither The Guardian nor Amnesty International ever
claimed in their reports that all of these workers died in the construction sites. So, considering all
of these, FactWatch decided to rate the Facebook post and the news headlines as “missing

context.”
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Summary: A Facebook post and some news headlines claimed that 6500 migrant workers from five South
Asian countries including India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal, and Srilanka have died in Qatar while
working on various infrastructure development projects since Qatar won the bid to host the 2022 FIFA
World Cup. These news headlines regarding the death of workers in Qatar referred to the two reports by
The Guardian and Amnesty Intemational. Upon mvestigation, FactWatch did not find that all of those
workers died while working on the World Cup preparation projects and we also found that neither The
Guardian nor Amnesty International ever claimed in their reports that all of these workers died in the
construction sites. So, considering all of these, FactWatch decided to rate the Facebook post and the news

headlines as “missing context.”
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Revealed: 6,500 migrant workers have
died in Qatar since World Cup awarded

Guardian analysis indicates shocking figure over the past decade
likely to be an underestimate

Get the latest news on the Qatar World Cup beyond the foothball

helds a picture of her husband, Madhu Bollapally,
Photograph: Kailash Nirma

€2 Latha Bollapally, with her son Rz
43, a migrant worker who died in Q

TSI XFCHE 9% IO =0ad (NS T e (RO Gy =0 TS B GIEsT (Ul<F Sl TS Si0G TS =l
G, WL BEGOTH AT YT BTG BACS (ST WIS AM 281, G a3 G Ae- 441 SfGa- wiind 21 Gie-E BHd
ofe Fram=raTs o7 SITatg, (e, AT Il XS ST Wi ®Fols= T57 ' phow o7 =T oafiies:
HUHTS | TGS Ty I10E AT FAUTTT ZCACE Dhag 41 sy [Hee =rg e wia snflmeag ==y wea<sc ffreomba
WS #HHRE Tord A2 CEEEIT S0 =3 HITETs THrenE GhElE a9s HTE=E =issing Jord Sis = es ST I
FATS I T TFEHEFE | 205k STl WSS X5 S J50 S SISt S 5TH0s, Sratdd SHTa SHs oy

= Sprna Jord a6 Brerdrarsn BT 20S A |

wrs.aa, o s aa fArenGit <1ts e oquts snfee gt s sora Tgra sraer (=g sy fgseem
EIFTHCHASMS GHEN FOHA A GilGo ATFE T Glery T4 =3 a3 FronGHrs oo =S (e coprg a9: g

EITACAE 2R raIT=T==T g7 fFc-ne T a=cs?

preventmglantwon kers' deaths™ ﬁwmﬁmwﬁwmmwwmfbomws&,ozsm
fafSw coma aa TeTa = <Srelfd WHUEe 9 200D 3@, 02 G Yo NiEUad H9E sl =i v awe wowa W
arace- [Fareraeras s, e, e, reera, 2fsifame, g arenath enraes G 2B mmemeTa a2 farenGitre veomy

ST IIiG AT S Z0R0E 20%0-20% % STUHHI Brolld ToG- QU oid T0N0E O 2ff® 498 2053-2020 STITBTA
i farem s, ak|

Qatar: “In the prime of their lives”: Qatar’s failure to
investigate, remedy and prevent migrant workers’ deaths

Avspesst 26, ZO21, Inden Musmber; MDE 2246147021
BAMGLADESH  ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

Over the last decade, thousands of young migrant warkers have died suddenly and unexpectedly in atar despite
passing their mandatory medical tests before travelling to the country. Yet the Qatari authorities have 1o date
failed to properly investigate their deaths in way that would make it possible to determine the underlying causes,
preciuding any assessment of whether they are work-related. As a result. the workers” bereaved families have been
denied the opportunity to receive any compensation from the employer of the Qatari authorities.
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HUMAN RIGHTS | QATAR

Fact check: How many people died for the
Qatar World Cup?

Jan 0. Walter | Matt Foed
MNE2022

As the World Cup in Qatar draws closer, criticism mounts. Human rights activists, politicians, fans
and media speak of 6,500, even 15,000, alleged deaths in relation to the soccer tournament. But
are the numbers correct?
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Challenges:

e Since it was my first fact file report, I did face some challenges while working on
this report including how to write a fact file, which structure should I follow, and
how to manage all of the sources and compile them all together. Though I
managed to write the report following the structure of an essay and the editor
praised the report as I did a very good compilation.

e It was a challenge for me since there were a number of sources and I did not know
how to manage them. Though I did overcome this by using different themes. Also,

I did use a prologue and a conclusion at the end.

Mistake:
e | did not make any mistakes in this report. Instead, the editor added some

sentences after the headline.

Learning Outcomes:

e News media do not care about what their sources said or mentioned. They merely
copied the news, published it, and used confusing headlines that confuse the
readers. Thus, people are misled.

e [ did learn the difference between a fact-checking report and a fact-file report. A
fact-checking report deals with recent misinformation or rumors which have gone
viral on social media. On the other hand, a fact-file report deals with some
misconceptions or rumors which have reigned people for a long time. For
example, the structure of coronavirus, how it spreads, and its characteristics will
be discussed in a fact-file. On the other hand, social media rumors like ‘herb can
cure coronavirus’ can be fact-checked.

e [ did learn how to prepare a fact-file report, how to use sources in the report, and

how to compile them all together.
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Project 6

Project Name: Fact-File Report 2

Project Title: ¥3@1 132 f3few (v07 @791 31 AR @ wiikSEn Fegg 9oF?

Project Brief:

There was recurring misinformation that was shared on social media regarding the burqa
and nigab ban in Morocco since the country’s football team did very well in the FIFA
World Cup 2022. Though there is no such ban in Morocco, rather a ban on the
production, marketing, and sale of the burqga. Besides, a common misconception reigning
people is that all non-Muslim countries around the world have banned the wearing of the
burqa or nigab. Though the fact is not all non-Muslim countries banned the burqa or
nigab and if any country did ban these garments, they might be fully banned or partially
banned. So, FactWatch decided to prepare a fact-file regarding this issue to investigate

the misinformation and common misconception extensively.

My Responsibilities and Tasks:

I was assigned to write a fact-file report for December 2022 regarding the misconceptions
about the burga and nigab ban around the world. My first task was to check if Morocco
really banned the wearing of the burqa and nigab. My second task was to find out which
countries in the world did ban the burqga or niqab and if they did what is the nature of the
ban such as fully banned or partially banned. After checking all of these, my third task
was to compile and arrange the necessary information regarding this issue. My final task

was to write the report and send it to the editor to edit if needed.
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Challenge:

e [ did face a lot of challenges while working on this report. At first, I proposed to
my editor to prepare a fact-checking report on misinformation regarding the burqa
ban in Morocco but he told me to work on it from another perspective. Finding
new perspectives and new dimensions was a challenge for me. I became confused
at that time. After the assignment was given to me, I discussed it with other
fact-checkers to gain insights from the discussions and it helped me. Finally, I was

able to add more perspectives and dimensions to this report.

Mistake:

e [ did not make any mistakes in this report since the editor did not find any flaws in
the logic, spelling mistakes, and grammatical mistakes. Instead, he made the

headlines of every paragraph bold.

Learning Outcomes:

e This report helped to boost my confidence. The editor said to me that once you
enter into this issue, come up with something. Then a quick thought came into my
mind that since the editor said so there might be something that I need to find out
and finally I was able to come up with something new.

e [ did learn the benefit of talking with people. When I was very confused about this
report, | started to talk with other fact-checkers and the editor in order to gain their

insights. It really helped me to develop the structure of this report.
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Project 7

Project Name: Basic Fact-Checking Workshop: Communication and Logistics Support

Project Brief:

Workshop series on Basic Fact-Checking is an initiative by the Center for Critical and
Qualitative Studies (CQS) in order to introduce basic tools and techniques of
fact-checking. This workshop series is fully funded by the Asian Foundation. During my
internship period at CQS, I did get the opportunity to work with three workshops in its
communication and logistics support. The communication includes calling the registered
candidates to confirm their attendance, sending an e-mail of acceptance, and a feedback
form after the workshop. Logistics support includes preparing and printing certificates for
the participants, arranging lunch and refreshments for the workshop, and providing
essential support while needed. There is no such documentation of my logistics support to
show in this report. I have included an e-mail of acceptance and evolution form in this

report which have been sent to the participants, respectively.

My Responsibilities and Tasks:

I was included in the Workshop Organizing Team and assigned to work in
communication and logistics support. My tasks were to collect the excel sheet of the
registered candidates and call them individually in order to confirm their attendance, send
an acceptance e-mail to each participant who confirmed their attendance, send a feedback
form link through e-mail after the workshop to get their feedback, prepare and print the
certificate of completion for each participant, ordering lunch and refreshments prior to
the workshop day, and communicating continuously with the participants if they needed

any further information regarding the workshop day or the location.
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Draft of Acceptance E-mail

Dear participant,
Greetings from FactWatch!

It 15 a pleasure to inform you that vou have been selected as a participant in the free training session “Fact-Checking
Basics: A Beginner’s Workshop on Combating Misinformation™. The training session will be held on December 8,
2022 (Thursday) from 11 AM to 5 PM at the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) Research Building
(Room- 303): House 56, Road 4/A | Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1209, Bangladesh.

The training session will contain four modules that will cover the basics of fact-checking. Here’s the schedule for the
day:

MODULE I: 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Facts, Rumors, and Critical Thinking

MODULE II: 12:10 PM - 1:30 PM
Usage of Tools for Verification and Fact-checking

Lunch Break: 1:35 PM - 2:30 PM

MODULE III: 2:35 PM - 3:20 PM

Searching, Monitoring, and Analyzing Social Media Plaiforms

MODULE IV: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM

Digital Security and Websire Management

Snacks & Networking: 4:35 PM - 5:00 PM

All participants will be provided lunch and snacks. Upon successful completion of the tramning. you will recerve an
official certificate from FactWatch.

We hope to create a collaborative, stimulating, and pleasurable learning experience by facilitating a friendly and
sociable interactive training session. We look forward to meeting vou in person and welcoming you to the workshop
on December 8, 2022.

Please ensure that yvou are at the venue by 10:30 AM. If you are unable to attend for any reason, please let us
know immediately by calling 01307773242. If vou require further information about the workshop. please do not
hesitate to contact us via e-mail at contact@factwatch org.

Image 6.1: Draft of acceptance e-mail for participants
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Acceptance E-mail

[Workshop] Acceptance into the one-day Fact-Checking Basics C @ B
Training Program of December 2022 (Exteral’ inbox x
Shekh Mohammad Arafat (181012061) <mohammad.arafat. msj@ulab.edu.bd> Dec 6, 2022, 8:36 PM (7 days ago) v “

to Din, Atihar, Shuvashish, bee: minhazuddin006, bee: zahidur99miazy, bec: imdadbdpress, bee: huraira.md.775, bee: diptopaul008, bec: 1«

Dear participant.
Greetings from FactWatch!

It is a pleasure to inform you that you have been selected as a participant in the free training session “Fact-Checking Basics: A
Beginner’s Workshop on Combating Misinformation™. The training session will be held on December 8, 2022 (Thursday) from
11 AM to 5 PM at the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) Research Building (Room- 303): House 56, Road 4/A
Dhanmondi. Dhaka-1209, Bangladesh.

The training session will contain four modules that will cover the basics of fact-checking. Here's the schedule for the day:

MODULE I: 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Facts, Rumors, and Critical Thinking

MODULE II: 12:10 PM - 1:30 PM
Usage of Tools for Verification and Fact-checking

Lunch Break: 1:35 PM - 2:30 PM

MODULE III: 2:35 PM - 3:20 PM

Searching, Monitoring, and Analyzing Social Media Platforms

MODULE IV: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM

Digital Security and Website Management

Snacks & Networking: 4:35 PM - 5:00 PM

All participants will be provided lunch and snacks. Upon successful completion of the training, you will receive an official
certificate from FactWatch.

We hope to create a collaborative, stimulating. and pleasurable learning experience by facilitating a friendly and sociable
interactive training session. We look forward to meeting you in person and welcoming you to the workshop on December 8.
2022.

Please ensure that you are at the venue by 10:30 AM. If you are unable to attend for any reason. please let us know
immediately by calling 01307773242. If you require further information about the workshop, please do not hesitate to contact
us via e-mail at contact@factwatch.org.

Warm regards,

Shekh Mohammad Arafat
Workshop Organizing Team
FactWatch

Image 6.2: Acceptance e-mail sent to participants
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Draft of Feedback Form E-mail

Dear Applicant,

It was our pleasure to host you for the fifth in our series of workshops on the basics of

fact-checking. We hope it was an enriching learning experience for you.
Your feedback for the program is incredibly helpful for us as we continuously strive to
improve our training module. As such, attached below is a link to the feedback form, and

we request everyone who has not yet completed the form to kindly do so.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. You can

always reach us through our Facebook page.

Feedback Form: https://forms.gle/hGO9yTACwuJg37Vgm6

Image 6.3: Draft of feedback form e-mail for participants
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Feedback Form E-mail

Feedback Form for Fact-Checking Basics Workshop (Exemal inbox « C 8 B

Shekh Mohammad Arafat (181012061) <mchammad.arafat. msj@ulab.edu.bd> Thu, Dec 8 821PM (5daysago) ¢ & -

to Din, Shuvashish, Atinar, bce: zahidur99miazy, bee: imdadbdpress, bee: huraira.md. 775, bee: Tamanna, bee: mehesan, bee: fardin-20204

Dear Applicant,

[t was our pleasure to host you for the fifth in our series of workshops on the basics of fact-checking. We hope it was an enriching leaming
experience for you.

Your feedback for the program is incredibly helpful for us as we continuously strive to improve our training module. As such, attached below is a
link to the feedback form, and we request everyone who has not yet completed the form to kindly do so.

If you have any guestions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. You can always reach us through our Facebook page.
Feedback Form: https:/fforms.gle/nGOyTACWUJg37Vamé

Warm regards,

Shekh Mohammad Arafat

Workshap Organizing Team
FactWatch

Image 6.4: Feedback form sent to participants
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Challenges:

e Since | did not talk to a large number of people over the phone in a row, it was
uncomfortable for me initially but after talking to a few people I started to feel
comfortable.

e Since I did not have any experience in arranging an event, it was a challenge for
me to communicate and negotiate with the people and shops who provided lunch
and snacks for the workshop. I had to communicate with them continuously in
order to maintain the quality of the food and ensure that the delivery must be on

time.

Mistake:
e [ forgot to mention my name and the reason for calling while I was talking to the
candidates over the phone. At first, I did not notice it but gradually I started to

realize that I did not introduce myself and mention the reason for calling.

Learning Outcomes:

e | did learn a lot of things from this project including how to persuade the
participants to join the workshop, how to maintain continuous communication
with the participants through different mediums such as phone calls, e-mail, and
SMS, how to solve problems faced by the participants, for example, they cannot
find the location or cannot join the workshop.

e Providing logistics support helped me to increase my communication and
negotiation skills as a customer which would also help me in my personal life.

e This project helped me to boost my sense of responsibility since I was the initial
communicator if any participant needed any help regarding finding the workshop

venue or knowing about the schedule and the facilitators of the workshop.
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Project 8

Project Name: Basic Fact-Checking Workshop: Photography and Documentation

Project Brief:

A six-month-long workshop series on basic fact-checking is an initiative taken by the
Center for Critical and Qualitative (CQS) in order to introduce people to the battle against
misinformation. Since this workshop series is fully funded by the Asian Foundation, each
workshop needed to be well documented to show them the photographs of the sessions.
During my internship period at CQS, I did get the opportunity to work with the workshop
in its photography and documentation. In photography, I had to take photos of the
participants and the facilitators. In the documentation, I had to store the photographs in
Google Drive and choose the best photos to send to Asia Foundation. Also, these chosen

photographs were used in social media posts and on the website of CQS.

My Responsibilities and Tasks:

Since I have become a member of the workshop organizing team, I was assigned to the
task of photographing and documenting the workshop. My tasks were to take photos
during the whole session and after the completion of the workshop, I had to manage
storage for these taken photos in Google Drive. Then, I shared the drive link with other
members of the organizing team. I had to choose photos to use in the social media posts
and on the website of CQS. I did use an iPhone 10 to take photographs of the workshop

sessions.
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The following photographs were taken by me:

o

S

<

Image 7.1: Basic Fact-Checking Workshop (November 24, 2022)
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Image 7.2: Basic Fact-Checking Workshop (November 24, 2022)
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Image 7.3: Basic Fact-Checking Workshop (November 24, 2022)
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Image 7.4: Basic Fact-Checking Workshop (November 24, 2022)
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Image 7.5: Basic Fact-Checking Workshop (December 08, 2022)
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Image 7.6: Basic Fact-Checking Workshop (December 08, 2022)
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Image 7.7: Basic Fact-Checking Workshop (December 08, 2022)
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Image 7.8: Basic Fact-Checking Workshop (December 08, 2022)
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Photos used on the website of CQS:

F

h mpl Fourth rksh n the Basi f Fact-Checkin nter for Critical an litati

Studies

Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies

HOME / NEWS / FACTWATCH COMPLETES FOURTH WORKSHOP ON THE BASICS OF FACT-CHECKING

FactWatch Completes Fourth Workshop on the Basics of Fact-
Checking

R U, S

A hands-on training program entitled "Fact-Checking Basics: A Beginner's Workshop on Combating Misinformation” was developed by FactWatch with the goal of
equipping young students and journalists with the fundamentals of fact-checking. The training program, funded by the Asia Foundation, consists of six sessions led by the
FactWatch team. The fourth workshop in this series was held in the ULAB Research Building in Dhanmondi, Dhaka, on November 24, 2022,

This all-day program was separated into four modules that were created to give students and journalists a fundamental grasp of the pattern of disinformation and fact-
checking in digital cyberspace. Participants in this interactive program received first-hand instruction from highly knowledgeable professionals in media and information
literacy as well as qualified fact-checkers.

The workshop modules covered the pervasiveness of false information in social media today and how a fact-checker may use the best available resources to stop it from
spreading and guarantee a safer, rumor-free internet. Prof. Sumon Rahman, Nasrin Jabin, Shuvashish Das Ray Dip, and Rahul Roy, all seasoned members of the FactWatch
team, led the modules.

As a result of the participants’ active participation in the modules and open sharing of their thoughts, ideas, and concerns, a beneficial learning experience based on
numerous real-world examples was made possible. The program gave participants the chance to network with both experienced journalists and interested fact-checkers, in

addition to offering an integrated learing environment for capacity growth and skill development.

There are at least two more seminars in this series scheduled for the forthcoming months, with the following event taking place in December. In the upcoming months and
over the entirety of this workshop series, FactWatch hopes to equip and educate aspiring young fact-checkers with the knowledge and skills necessary to counter

disinformation while giving them a platform to connect and create a network of professional connections.

Image 7.9: Photos used on the website of CQS
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Challenge:

e Since I did not cover any major or minor events, it was very new and a challenge
for me to deliver the better outcomes. Though I did try my best to get the intended
results by asking for suggestions from the members of the workshop organizing

team regarding taking photographs at an event.

Mistakes:

o At first, I took photos of the facilitators only. Then, one of the members of the
workshop organizing team told me to take photographs of the participants since
they were very significant in this workshop.

e Since I was taking photos of the participants from their backs, my supervisor told

me to go to the front and take their photos as they were listening to the speakers.

Learning Outcomes:

e [ learned about various photography techniques and ways of documentation from
this project, for example, taking photos from the back of the speaker so that people
can see the audience and the speaker at the same time, and making backups for the
photographs.

e This project helped me to boost my confidence and sense of responsibility since I
was assigned to do photography during the workshop.

e [ did overcome the mistakes that I had made during my assignment and mentioned

in the earlier section.
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INTERNSHIP OUTCOME

I joined the Center for Critical and Quantitative Studies (CQS) as an intern with the aim of
developing my knowledge and skills as much as I could and contributing to the development of
the center at the same time. I had the opportunity to work on some ongoing projects like

FactWatch, Basic Fact-Checking Workshop series, and CQS-led research projects.

It seemed very interesting when I found that I was able to use some of the knowledge and skills
that I had learned in the classroom while working in a workplace setting. I tried to make good
use of the knowledge and skills in any tasks assigned by the internship supervisor that I acquired

through my years at ULAB and during the internship period as well.

I have some realizations while working in the internship. During my undergraduate life at
ULAB, I tended to be a group leader while working on any group projects. On the other hand,
during the internship, I had to complete the tasks that my supervisor and others had assigned to
me. When I faced obstacles to complete these tasks, they guided me to overcome the obstacles.
Then, I did realize that we do not have to be a leader everytime to accomplish anything and if we
want to develop our leadership skills, we have to take responsibility and leadership positions

sometimes.

It also came to my realization that being a little worried before a task has been done is not bad
since I found that the fear of failing helped me to accomplish my tasks or assignments smoothly.
Besides, I realized that confidence in yourself and the reliability of others can help you to

improve in the workplace.

I have gained a number of achievements from the Center of Critical and Qualitative Studies
(CQS). Self-motivation is one of them. After I joined the center, my supervisor told me that I
have to be self-motivated to work there since no one will tell me to work but I have to seek work
for myself. While working as a fact-checker, my routine work was to monitor social media to

locate rumors and misinformation. If you are not self-motivated, this will not be possible.
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Another thing that I have achieved from the CQS is fact-checking skills. I started to work with
FactWatch, a third-party fact-checker of META on the first day of my internship. To learn
fact-checking is one of my expectations from this internship. I learned some basic fact-checking

tools, techniques, and guidelines that now I can call myself a fact-checker.

Since I had the opportunity to work in the Basic Fact-Checking Workshop series, I learned from
the facilitators who are experienced fact-checkers. Besides, I was assisting in communication,
photography, logistics support, and documentation in this workshop series. Working with this
series helped me to learn more about event management practically. Also, I had the opportunity

to boost my sense of responsibility.

While working with the CQS research wing, 1 helped them to collect data regarding
misinformation. While collecting data, I was able to implement my data collection skills which
were gained during my undergraduate years at ULAB. I helped the wing with data analysis and
writing abstracts for conference submissions. The motivation behind this came from my
expectation that I want to understand the pattern of spreading misinformation and how the

authentication of this misinformation or rumors has been created.
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WORKPLACE LOG

Image: Work log 1

Image: Work log 2
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Image: Work log 3

Image: Work log 4
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Image: Work log 5

Image: Work log 6
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Image: Work log 7

Image: Work log 8
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SELF-ASSESSMENT FORM
The purpose of this survey is to obtain students input on how they think they have performed.
Name of Intern: Shekh Mohammad Arafat

University ID: 181 012 061

Name of the Institute/Organization: Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS)

Corporate Office Address: Oboshor Bhaban, Road 5/A @ Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka — 1209

Email: | cqgs@ulab.edu.bd Web: | https://cgs.ulab.edu.bd/

1. During a typical week, approximately how many hours did you dedicate to your internship?
| 35+ hours approximately |

2. Was your internship paid? If yes, how much?
[ Yes, 5000 BDT a month |

3. Was your site supervisor available to meet when needed? Tick any one of the following.
[INot at all [Slightly LIModerately LQuite a bit LIA great deal
4. Next, we would like to know how you were affected by your internship. Using the scale below, please

indicate the degree to which participation in your internship experience increased or strengthened your abilities,
attitudes, awareness or understanding in each of the areas identified:

1=Not at all 2=Slightly 3=Moderately 4=Quite a bit 5=A great deal
NO | CRITERIA (Personal) RATING
1 I have a sense of satisfaction in doing something worthwhile. 5
2 I believe in my ability to make a difference. 5
3 I am open to new experiences. 5
4 I have gained the capacity to be more productive. 4
5 I can recognize my personal strengths. 5
6 I can recognize my personal weaknesses. 5
7 I have a sense of personal achievement. 5
8 I have the ability to persevere in difficult tasks 5
NO | CRITERIA (Social/Interpersonal Impact)

9 I demonstrate concern for the welfare of others 5
10 I can be understanding and appreciative of people with diverse backgrounds 5
11 I have the ability to work cooperatively with others 5
12 I have the ability to communicate effectively 4
13 I have increased my ability to be a leader 4
14 I feel more connected to my community 5
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NO [ CRITERIA (Academic learning impact)

15 I have acquired knowledge from the job duties I performed 5
16 I have broadened my critical thinking skills (reasoning, problem solving) 5
17 I have learnt the ability to work independently 5
18 I feel my classroom learning was enriched 5
19 I have the ability to connect academic subject matter to the real world. 5
NO | CRITERIA (EMPLOYMENT/JOB SPECIFIC IMPACT)

20 I developed specialised technical skills for a specific job function 5
21 I broadened my future employment possibilities 4
22 I received an opportunity to explore a specific career 4
23 I developed realistic ideas about the work world 5
24 I narrowed my future possible career choices. 4
25 What is your average score from this test? 4.75

5. General Comments

AnoSot

Signature of Intern

MSJ 043 (00)
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PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCIES

Professional competencies are the set of skills, attitudes, and knowledge that one gains through
working and develops through time. The professional competencies that I have gained during my

internship period are given below:

Skills
e Data collection and data analysis
e Fact-checking tools and techniques
e (Content development
e (ritical thinking
e Event management
e Communication
e Google Drive/Docs/Sheets/Forms/Slides
e Microsoft Word/Excel/PowerPoint

Attitudes
e FEthical fact-checking
e Meeting deadlines
e Be on time at the office
e Maintaining transparency and professionalism
e Maintaining friendliness with others

e Working under pressure

Knowledge
e Adaptability
e Diversity in the workplace
e Time management
e Attention to detail

e Willing to learn
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CONCLUDING REMARKS

I am very happy to be able to work in different sections at the Center for Critical and Qualitative
Studies (CQS). The atmosphere of the workplace was friendly and energetic. My colleagues at
the office were very positive, helpful, and gentle. Every time I needed their assistance, they came

up to assist me.

After completing each task, my supervisor and colleagues praised me whether the task was small

or big. Their praise helped me to boost my confidence and inspired me to go further.

I want to conclude this report by giving thanks to the department of Media Studies and
Journalism for designing this internship course for the students. I learned a lot while working as
an intern at the CQS and I want to learn more as I continue to work with the CQS team.

Thank you.

Warm regards,

Arafat.
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