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Student Details

Name Md Mehedi Hasan

Student ID 201012037

Department Media Studies and Journalism

Major Concentration Digital Journalism

Minor Concentration English

Career Goal To be a fine Journalist leaving an impact in society for a
better-informed democracy. Some years from now, | also
aspire to contribute to academia implanting my brand of
Journalism among the next generations of Journalists.

Personal website www.mehedimarof.com

Internship Details

Host Organization The Business Standard
Address 4/A, Eskaton Garden, Dhaka- 1000
Web www.thsnews.net

Host Organization Supervisor | Yashab Osama Rahman

Designation Web Editor/Head of Online

Internship Area Online news desk (Junior Online Journalist)
Internship Start Date 01-09-2023

Internship End Date 01-12-2023

Average Working Hour 07 Hours

Weekly Working Hour 42 Hours

Total Internship Timeline 12 Weeks
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http://www.tbsnews.net/
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Plagiarism Declaration

1. 1 know that plagiarism means taking and using the ideas, writings, works or inventions
of another as if they were one’s own. I know that plagiarism not only includes verbatim
copying but also the extensive use of another person’s ideas without proper
acknowledgement (which includes the proper use of quotation marks). | know that
plagiarism covers this sort of use of material found in textual sources and from the
Internet.

2. lacknowledge and understand that plagiarism is wrong.

3. lunderstand that my research must be accurately referenced.

4. This assignment is my own work, or my group’s own unique group assignment. |
acknowledge that copying someone else’s assignment, or part of it, is wrong and that

submitting identical work to others constitutes a form of plagiarism.

5. | have not allowed, nor will I in the future allow, anyone to copy my work with the
intention of passing it off as their own work.

Name: Md Mehedi Hasan
ULAB ID: 201012037

(e

Signature
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INTERNSHIP/PROJECT INFORMATION
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Internship /Project Report
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(Please place a Tick)
O Approved 0 Not Approved O Partial Re-write o Full Re-write
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Signature: Date:
Name: Sanjana Rahman Title: Lecturer
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Introduction

| started working at The Business Standard as a "Junior Online Journalist" in September 2023.
To get this job, I had to take a newsroom test and go through an interview process.

Originally, I came here for an internship. But because | handled the news well, Yashab Osama
Rahman, who conducted the test, offered me a full-time position at the online news desk.

During my final interview with the Executive Editor Sharier Khan, | mentioned that | needed
to do an internship to complete my graduation at ULAB.

He told me that | can show the work I’ll be doing at TBS as my internship projects and the
office will help me with any resources or documentation | may need.

My job as a Junior Online Journalist here mainly involves sub-editing, coordinating with
reporters, and publishing news after developing it on TBS Online.

Since | showed interest in reporting, | also get to cover special stories for TBS that usually get
published on TBS Online, and sometimes at TBS Print depending on the timeliness and quality.

As the last three months have been full of events due to politically violent turn on streets ahead
of the national election, the Hamas-Israel war, and the inauguration of many development
projects — | got to work on over 700 news published on www.thsnews.net. Out of which
majority are sub-edited copies sent by our reporters, some agency copies and 10 byline articles.

Here for my internship report, I have included nine of the interesting reports I have worked on
in the last three months. | explained how | did them, the mistakes | made, the challenges I
faced, what | learned, and how those lessons helped me improve my future projects.


http://www.tbsnews.net/
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Expectations/Objectives

As my graduation approached, securing a job in Bangladesh's struggling news media industry
seemed challenging with limited opportunities and uncertain economic prospects.

Despite the challenges, my passion for journalism overshadowed my worries. | actively
searched for job or internship opportunities at well-known media houses like BBC Bangla, The
Daily Star and The Business Standard. | eventually landed a job at The Business Standard.

The idea of joining a newspaper during a period of decline in print media sometimes unnerved
me. However, as | explored deeper into understanding the people behind The Business
Standard, | started believing that this platform has the potential to become a reliable source for
the kind of Journalism people of Bangladesh deserve.

During my internship, | aimed to achieve specific goals:

To learn the professional art and craft of news writing.
Develop skills in handling breaking news effectively.
Understand the real-life professional culture of journalism.
To learn the ethical dimensions and practices in the field.
Master the art of editing news to meet publishable standards.
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Host Organization

The Business Standard (www.tbsnews.net) is a news platform that operates in both online and
print versions. It is owned by The Horizon Media and Publication Ltd, a concern of Orion
Group, based in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

With the goal to promote good governance and best practices in business and the economy,
The Business Standard puts an extra emphasis on business news. However, it also covers
general news, sports, features and entertainment.

Powered by a group of experienced journalists, The Business Standard emphasizes on visual
storytelling to help readers decipher the most complicated issues.

The platform also provides selective international news and analysis from Bloomberg, Project
Syndicate, Foreign Policy, Hindustan Times, Mint, Digit and Reuters.

What | love most about The Business Standard is the perfect blend of experienced minds with
energetic youths. Putting these two together is the secret behind the rapid success of TBS.

Newsroom Leaders:

Editor: Inam Ahmed

Executive Editor: Sharier Khan

Managing Editor: Khaled Masood

Deputy Executive Editor: Shakhawat Liton
Deputy Editor (Desk): Titu Datta Gupta
Deputy Editor (Feature): Mubin S Khan
Deputy Editor (Reporting): Sajjadur Rahman
Chief News Editor: Harun Ur Rashid

Web Editor: Yashab Osama Rahman


http://www.tbsnews.net/
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Organogram
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Tasks

There’s a common concept that online teams are supposed to upload content, break the news
and do nothing more. But in TBS, that’s not the case.

The online news desk at TBS is what keeps the Business Standard alive. More than 80% of
content that can be seen on thsnews.net is developed by the TBS online news desk.

From dealing with day-to-day news to dealing with special stories and producing TBS online
specials — everything is done by the amazing TBS online news desk under the leadership of
Yashab Osama Rahman.

Here, the position “Junior Online Journalist” comes with many responsibilities.

My tasks were:

Sub-editing copies sent by reporters.

Developing TBS Online special content.

Besides sub-editing copies, time-to-time reporting.

Creating bite-size versions of the news for TBS Bites (bites.tbsnews.net)

Dealing with breaking news at the fastest time possible.

Going through print copies and uploading them.

Coordinating with social media and graphics team for cards on social media, writing
relevant text such as title, subhead, and captions.

Monitoring TV scrolls, other news platforms, and social media for breaking news.
Checking online e-mails from time to time and notifying the coordinator who would
assign the subeditors at the online news desk.

| also make infographics sometimes, for the stories | produce as well as for the lead
stories that are initially uploaded with a generic picture — thanks to those courses and
workshops at ULAB.

Project Details

As a Sub-Editor:

Number of Edited Copies 734

Number of Published Copies 722

Number of Pending/Unpublished Copies 12

As a Reporter:

Number of News 14
Number of Published News 10
Number of Unpublished/Pending News 04



https://bites.tbsnews.net/)
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PROJECTS
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Project 1

Project Name: Article on day wage earners titled “Political instability snatching what little
left for daily wage earners”

Online publication URL: https://www.tbsnews.net/features/political-instability-
snatching-what-little-left-daily-wage-earners-731226

Type of Work: Human angle Feature story
Assignment Date: 01 November 2023, 12:45 pm
Submission Time: 01 November 2023, 03:26 pm
Published online: 01 November 2023, 06:40 pm
Published on print: 2 November

Project Details: On 28 October, opposition parties BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami called rallies in
the capital which were marred by violence — as the ruling party Awami League also called a
peace rally — clashes with AL party men and police took place in different areas of the capital.
Midway into BNP's rally, party Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir suspended the
programme and declared a hartal the next day — and 11 instances of blockades later followed
the trend.

However, this story was produced then — on the second day of the first blockade — my
immediate supervisor walked into the newsroom from the lobby after a meeting with our
Deputy Executive Editor Sakhawat Liton, as the editor needed a story on the people who were
taking the highest toll amid blockades, hartal or political instability — my supervisor assigned
me the report as a TBS Online Special for the day — thorough it was later picked up by our
Chief News Editor for next day’s print as well.

Also, while preparing a report on the traffic situation in that morning, | told a similar concept
to my supervisor. Overall, it all aligned at an anchor point — I’1l be getting out on reporting
during my shift hour for the first time to cover a story.

Note: | joined The Business Standard as a sub-editor but as a Journalism student I showed keen
interest in reporting while being interviewed by my supervisor.

My Roles and Responsibility: As the story was very time-sensitive — we had to publish it by
evening that day, I didn’t have time to prepare my set of approaches while going outside. What
to ask, whom to talk with. However, for doing this story — my first role was to just say yes and


https://www.tbsnews.net/features/political-instability-snatching-what-little-left-daily-wage-earners-731226
https://www.tbsnews.net/features/political-instability-snatching-what-little-left-daily-wage-earners-731226
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go out. | walked down the street — observed, and tried to talk with whoever I thought of he got
the hit and created a mind map of who would be the target characters.

| had to record the conversations — ask questions — and return questions according to the
answers. Along with the conversation, | had to capture images of the characters — seeking
permission whether | can use them in the newspaper or not.

After talking to people, and returning to the desk, I had to compile the interviews listening to
the recordings and subsequently write the story. | also had to coordinate with my supervisor
and our news-desk coordinators.

Challenges faced: The primary challenge in this story was the time. As | was assigned a
deadline, I had nearly no minutes to prepare my approach to the story. Another challenge was
to talk with these people and ask them questions about their livelihood, and struggles — which
I know — I would not love to share, some of them too. Another challenge doing this story was
my human fear — yes, | was too excited going out, but at the same time the clashes 3 days

back on 28 October terrorised the overall hemisphere for that time being.

My raw copy

Final Revised Copy

Political unrest takes a toll on livelihoods
of day earners

Mehedi Hasan Marof

Ismail Mia, a rickshaw puller in the capital,
whose family of six, with a crippled son, run
on what he earns each day that taken a hit
amid the political volatility in the country for
the last few days.

When the Business Standard talked with him
at 12:50 pm Wednesday, he had only two
passengers taking his rickshaw ride to near
distances which earned him only Tk70.

“While I usually earn to run around Tk1000-
1200, now it has come down to Tk400-500,”
he said sharing the decline in earnings.

Moreover, he has to pay a deposit of Tk400
each day to a garage at Noyatola, Mogbazar
which owns the rickshaw, and Ismail said,
“The owner doesn’t show any leniency even
after these political mishaps”

Political instability snatching what little is
left for daily wage earners

Mehedi Hasan Marof

“If this situation continues, people need to
survive by eating Kochu Pata [Colocasia
leaves],” says Ismail Mia, a rickshaw-puller
in Dhaka.

He has only made Tk70 till afternoon, the
second day of the blockade announced by the
BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami.

The political impasse comes at a time of
galloping inflation. Ismail has a family of six
to feed, including a son with disabilities.

Speaking to The Business Standard on
Wednesday afternoon, Ismail said, “While I
usually earn around Tk1,000-1,200, now it
has come down to Tk400-500.”

The money sounds almost good, but Ismail
also has to deposit Tk400 each day to his
garage in Moghbazar’s Noyatola.
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His plight gets further echoed when he
highlights how livelihood has turned wrong
for him in the last few months amid price hike
saying, "l used to have a meal at the hotel for
Tk50/60 before, but now spending even
Tk100 my stomach doesn’t get filled."

“If this is how continues, people need to
survive by eating Kochu Pata [Colocasia
leaves]”

“Everything in the market is on the rise, I do
not care who runs the country, | want to keep
my family’s stomach filled with food,”
sharing this with TBS in front of the slope of
Mogbazar flyover, he, fortunately, got
another passenger.

Taking a relieved breath, he paddled through.

Walking a little down the street, TBS saw a
middle-aged CNG driver keeping his elbow
on the door of his CNG staring at the deserted
Mogbazar-Mouchak road.

When asked whether the blockade took a toll
on his earnings, Kamran responded promptly
even before TBS corrs could finish the
question, saying, “I could not find a single
passenger till now since morning.”

Talking about yesterday, he said, “Yesterday
| got two trips in the full day, one for Tk320,
another for Tk450, while | have to pay a
deposit of Tk800 per day as rent.”

Kamran has recently married and brought his
wife to Dhaka. Now he is afraid whether they
can continue here or go back to the village
where he “doesn’t even have a land to
cultivate anything.”

“Heard that the country is likely to be this till
the election; if this how things go, | have to
ask people for loans to support my family,”
he says predicting what may be his fortune.

Meanwhile, Abdul Haque, a counter-
assistant of J R Paribahan at the Gabtoli Bus

“The owner doesn’t show any leniency even
in this political situation,” he said.

"I used to have a meal at the hotel for
Tk50/60 before, but now even after spending
Tk100 my stomach isn’t filled."

“Price of everything in the market is on the
rise; 1 do not care who runs the country, I
want to keep my family’s stomach filled with
food,” he said.

Elsewhere down the deserted Moghbazar-
Mouchak road, Kamran, a middle-aged CNG
driver, scanned the horizon for passengers.

“I could not find a single passenger till now
since morning,” he lamented.

Even the day before, Kamran barely scraped
by.

“Yesterday, I only got two trips the whole
day. One was for Tk320 and another for
Tk450. | have to pay a deposit of Tk800 per
day as rent.”

Kamran, who recently got married, had only
brought his wife to Dhaka a couple of months
ago.

Now, faced with the prospect of more
political instability, he wonders if it’s time to
turn back home to his village, where he
“doesn’t even have a land to cultivate
anything.”

“I heard that the country is likely to be this
way till the election; if that is the case, | will
have to ask people for loans to support my
family,” he said, a damning prediction of his
fortune.

Then there is Abdul Haque, who works as a
helper at a bus counter at the Gabtoli Bus
Terminal.
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terminal had to borrow Tk3000 to buy books
for his intermediate-studying son.

Now as no long-haul bus is operating due to
lack of passengers, he does not get paid.

“I get paid for calling people to choose J R
Paribahan as their commute, now there is
hardly any passenger, whom I would call” he
explained.

He said for a bus to make a minimum profit
30 passengers are needed, now there is 3-4
passengers are found in the whole day.

Street-side food vendors suffer as the city
stays home

Ibrahim Talukder, staff at a local restaurant
on the Mogbazar-Mouchak roadside, says the
raw food materials like oil, veggies, rice, and
bread all have hiked a lot in the last few
months.

Now amid these political disruptions, he
says, “We are getting fewer customers as
very few people are on the streets.”

He has highlighted a concerning factor
saying, “A large number of our customers are
the people from outside Dhaka coming to the
city on several purposes.”

Long-haul public transport services to the
capital from almost all the districts have
come to a standstill due to the BNP-Jamaat-
led hartal and blockade in the last few days.

“T get paid Tk500 per day, we are 8 waiters
here, and there are 3 cooking staff as well
[our owner says, yesterday, and on Saturday
& Sunday, what he paid 11 of us is from his
pocket],” he added.

Meanwhile, Ahsan Kabir, a Jhalmuri seller in
front of Rupayun Tower at Bangla Motor, a
busy area in the capital, says “Due to
blockade [hartal in his word], my sale came

Haque, already pressed for money, had just
borrowed Tk3,000 to buy school books for
his son.

As no long-haul buses are operating due to
lack of passengers, Haque is not getting paid.

“I get paid for calling people to choose J R
Paribahan as their commute. Now there are
hardly any passengers; who should I call?” he
asked.

He said for a bus to make a minimum profit,
30 passengers are needed. For the past two
days, the number of passengers has trickled
down to 3-4 the whole day.

“Last time, I faced such a toll on my earnings
was back in 2014 amid political unrest,” he
recalled.

During a normal month, he earns around
Tk21,000, and from that he needs to pay a
house rent of Tk8,000; food for his family of
four sets him back around Tk10,000 a month.
Then there is the matter of “medicine,
transport cost, books and pocket money for
his college-going two sons.”

“If this continues, how will I survive?”

Street-side food vendors suffer as the city
stays home

Ibrahim Talukder, a staffer at a local
restaurant on the Mogbazar-Mouchak
roadside, says the prices of raw food
materials like oil, vegetables, rice, and bread
have all hiked a lot in the last few months.

Now amid these political disruptions, he
says, “We are getting fewer customers as
very few people are on the streets.”

Highlighting a concern, he said, “A large
number of our customers are people from
outside Dhaka coming to the city for different
purposes.”
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down to half [from Tk1200-1300 to Tk400-
5007~

“I have three children at home with their
mother depending on me, how can | run my
family if I earn half now”

His landowner raised the rent of his tin-shed
house at Gabtola, Moghbazar from Tk6000
to Tk7000 resonating that price has hiked for
everything.

“Price has risen for me too, hasn’t it,” Kabir
said in a sore tone filled with spasms.

The sore tone got sarcastic when a coconut
seller just beside Kamran said, “I am very
happy with the situation. Earlier I had to cut
10-12 coconuts an hour, now hardly | need to
swing my cleaver twice at max”’

“Should I not be happy,” he questioned TBS
corrs with a smiling face.

On a serious note, he says “People used to
come to this location at a huge number as the
adjacent building is the centre for medical
check-up of Qatar-expecting immigrants”

Now because of the blockade and political
unrest, there is hardly anyone coming.

Sale has halved down for him and all other
street vendors, he said.

An alternative pathway to income for
some

Two CNGs were spotted near Bangla Motor
under a newspaper office that carries a banner
that reads “Emergency Newspaper” in
Bangla.

Asked, the driver said “I usually don’t work
for the newspaper, during this ongoing
blockade, some of us got the contract to pick
up the newspaper staff from their home and
then again take them home when their shift
ends”

Long-haul public transport services to the
capital from almost all the districts have
come to a standstill due to the BNP-Jamaat-
led hartal and blockade in the last few days.

“I get paid Tk500 per day, we are eight
waiters here, and there are three cooking
staffers as well. Our owner said he had to pay
us out of his own pocket on Saturday and
Sunday,” he added.

Meanwhile, Ahsan Kabir, a Jhalmuri seller in
front of Rupayun Tower at Bangla Motor, a
busy area in the capital, said, “Due to
blockade [hartal in his word], my sales have
halved.”

“I have three children at home with their
mother depending on me. How can | run a
family if my income is halved?”

The rent for his tin-shed house has also been
raised amid the spiralling prices.

Riyad, a coconut seller, turned to dark
humour to explain his predicament.

“I am very happy with the situation. Earlier I
had to cut 10-12 coconuts an hour, but now |
hardly need to cut two.”
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“We are also taking the reporters to news
spots as well,” he said.

As public transport is not easily available
amid the ongoing political situation, most of
the corporate offices are facilitating transport
for their staff, where these mini transports
like “CNG, ride-sharing sedan cars” are
getting an alternative source of income.

“I think we are lucky, at least our family is
not going unfed, but there are only few of us
who got these contracts,” said one of these
CNG drivers.

My mistakes:
Insufficient detailing of financial struggles faced by individuals.
Limited emotional depth in the language and expression used in the raw copy.

e Bringing more characters than needed for the story.
e Making the story larger.
e Minor errors and inaccuracies need correction and clarification.
e Absence of a clear focus on personal narratives in the original version.
My learning:
e Understanding the importance of time sensitivity and preparing a basic approach

beforehand.

Identifying the primary focus and narrative arc before heading out for a story.
Learning to navigate and approach sensitive topics with empathy and respect for the
interviewees' emotions.

Understanding the balance between detail and conciseness in storytelling

Improving interview techniques, asking pertinent questions, and actively listening.
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Published in print: November 2 Edition of TBS
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Ismail Mia, a rickshaw-puller in the capital near Moghbazar, struggles to make ends meet amid nationwide
blockade. Photo: Mehedi Hasan Marof
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"If this situation continues, people will have to survive by eating Kochu

Figure 1.2: The story on day-wage earners as TBS Online special for 2 November
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Figure 1.4: My gallery for the day and selected images for the story.
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| HAVE THREE CHILDREN AT HOME
WITH THEIR MOTHER DEPENDING ON
ME. HOW CAN | RUN A FAMILY IF MY
INCOME IS HALVED?

Ahsan Kabir, a Jhalmuri seller at Bangla Motor, says on
2nd day of ongoing blockade

| Zinnia Ferdomesi
OO O WU UG WP O
AT WA A S
Toor 3 W AfGofie
Lol

I AM VERY HAPPY WITH THE
SITUATION. EARLIER | HAD TO CUT 10-12 D S
COCONUTS AN HOUR, BUT NOW | HARDLY RSl e ST
NEED TO CUT TWO G i e

Riyad, a coconut seller
at Bangla Motor says on 2nd day of ongoing blockade

Figure 1.6: A total of 5 cards went on TBS Facebook on this article — while usually only one goes.

"If this continues, how will I survive?"
Street-side food vendors suffer as the city stays home

Ibrahim Talukder, a staffer at a local restaurant on the Mogbazar-Mouchak
roadside, says the prices of raw food materials like oil, vegetables, rice, and

bread have all hiked a lot in the last few months.

w6 OF FASHION

3 =¥ = w W W
Figure 1.7: The story had several subheads — that covered almost all kinds of street chaos

dependents.




Page |22

Project 2

Project Name: Article on transport workers titled “'My stomach doesn't understand
blockade': Transport workers who defy fear, death”

Online publication URL: https://www.tbsnews.net/features/dont-want-be-burned-transport-
workers-defy-fear-take-roads-stave-hunger-734202

Type of Work: Human angle Feature story

Assignment Date: 06 November 2023, 01:27 am

Submission Time: 06 November 2023, 11:45 am

Published online: 06 November 2023, 02:40 pm as TBS second lead.
Published on print: 7 November as page lead.

Project Details: Followed by BNP-Jamaat’s 28 October rallies in the capital which were
marred by violence — blockades were being called almost every weekday by the opposition
parties. In these blockades, the hardest hit was on the transport industry as it ground to a halt
nationwide. Not just a halt in transport movement that hit them financially — there had been a
spike in the arson attacks on buses — even a bus driver got severely burned — and later died in
hospital. So, TBS thought of doing a special on the Bus drivers, and helpers — on the whole,
the transport workers — who were the ones losing their lives at that moment.

“So, what's it like for them? Why are they still coming out? What precautions are they taking,”
these were the messages from my supervisor late at night. He needed the story by 2 pm the
next day as another TBS Special.

However, later on, this story was also picked up by our chief news editor to make it a page-
lead story with the full column in half of the page.

My Roles and Responsibility: The story needed me to talk with transport workers, especially
those who are on the roads defying blockades, and so | needed to hop on to buses to talk with
them. | traversed through the city streets — changed 4 buses in between Bangla Motor to
Gabtoli via Farmagate and talked with the bus drivers, passengers, and bus helpers. Later on,
to find the depth of the story I visited the terminal — and had to talk with the long-haul transport
workers as well.

| had also to record the conversations — ask questions — and return questions according to the
answers. [ also needed to record their names because later on without names I can’t characterize
them in the story — for which | struggled in an earlier story.


https://www.tbsnews.net/features/dont-want-be-burned-transport-workers-defy-fear-take-roads-stave-hunger-734202
https://www.tbsnews.net/features/dont-want-be-burned-transport-workers-defy-fear-take-roads-stave-hunger-734202
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Along with the conversation, | had to capture images of the characters — seeking permission
whether I can use them in the newspaper or not.

After talking to people, and returning to the desk, | had to compile the interviews — listening
to the recordings and subsequently writing the story. | also had to coordinate with my
supervisor and our news-desk coordinators.

Challenges faced: The primary challenge in this story was to get hold of the transport workers
as no one stood still anywhere. In addition to that time was also a constraint as | was only
assigned at late night and | had to travel from Bangla Motor to Gabtoli terminal changing 4
different buses — interviewing people and then coming back and compiling the story within 1
am.

Another challenge was to talk with these people and ask them questions about their livelihood,
and struggles — which | know — | would not love to share, some of them too. Another
challenge doing this story was my human fear — yes, | was too excited going out, but at the
same time the clashes and the bus on fire instilled a fear in me as well and the overall
hemisphere for that time being.

My Raw Copy

Finally Revised Copy

‘Don’t want to be burned’: Transport workers
defy fear, take to roads to stave off hunger

Mehedi Hasan Marof

"Close the windows; ustaad switch on the
fans; please everyone keeps the windows
closed,"” Mohammad Raju, a helper of a bus,
was repeatedly urging his bus passengers.

His precautionary move comes off as in the
last few days among many other blazed
buses, a bus of his company, Welcome
Transport, was set on fire on the Mirpur Road
near Shyamoli amid the BNP-Jamaat
blockade.

"We are on the road holding our liver in hand,;
| wish I did not have to come out. But my
stomach doesn’t understand, that's why |
come out even if it's a life risk,” Raju says.

'‘My stomach doesn't understand blockade':
Transport workers who defy fear, death

Mehedi Hasan Marof

"Close the windows; please, everyone keep
the windows closed,” Mohammad Raju, a
helper of a bus, was repeatedly urging his bus
passengers.

He also asked the driver to turn on the fan in
the non-AC bus.

It was all the precaution they could take
during the two-day blockade called by the
BNP-Jamaat across the country.

In the past 30 hours, 18 vehicles have been
set on fire, including 13 buses.

The alarm bells had gone off, but being alert
was the only option for many.
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At normal times 100 to 120 buses of this
company used to be on Dhaka roads. Now
hardly 10 to 15 buses operate in the full day.

"On the first day of the last blockade, we tried
to come out as usual;, but there were no
passengers, but now there are passengers, but
our bus owners are in fear if his bus get
burned,” he said.

Raju said, launching a bus like this takes
around Tk70-80 lakh.

Meanwhile, a bus of Bihongo Paribahan was
spotted near the Bangla Motot intersection.

One of the buses of this company was set on
fire last evening around 6pm right at this
intersection of Bangla Motor.

Talking to The Business Standard, the bus
helper, Shukkor Ali said, "I am Allah's
creature, Allah will save me, | have to get
money for my family to buy their food"

His bus owner didn't want to let the bus on
the road after yesterday's incident.

"If the bus doesn't operate on the road, my
bus owner can run his family, he has 10 other
buses, and he has a lot of money, but my
family depends on what | take home every
night"

Shukkor Mia and his co-driver requested the
bus owner to let them make one trip in the
morning and the owner let in one condition.

“The bus needs to come back to the garage by
7 pm in the evening” is the condition.

"We are on the road risking our lives; | wish
| did not have to come out. But my stomach
doesn't understand the blockade, that's why |
have to come out even if it's a life risk," Raju
said.

"On the first day of the last blockade, we tried
to come out as usual; but there were no
passengers. Now there are passengers, but
bus owners are afraid as they don't want their
vehicles to be burned,” he said, adding each
bus costs around Tk70-80 lakh.

Raju is just one of many among those who
rely on a bus for their daily income.

They know the risk, but they have little
choice.

Shafig, a driver of a Labbaik Paribahan bus
parked in Gabtoli terminal, stares ahead
resolutely.

"There are no passengers on the roads. In a
signal where we used to collect Tk2,000-
3,000 before, now we get like Tk600-700. It
hardly covers the fuel expense,” he says,
avoiding eye contact and wearing the stoic
expression — his mask for the moment.

Earlier, a bus on this road used to give four
trips a day, while now even one has become
near impossible.

He made only Tk170 yesterday.

"Now you tell me what I will get with this
money for my family of three children, a wife
and a bedridden mother who needs medicines
of Tk100 a week,” he said, the facade
breaking slightly.

"If something happens to me on the road, my
family will be left with nothing. | only fear
that my eldest son studying in class 6 may
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The same condition was given to 8 no bus, a
crowded city bus from Gabtoli to Jatrabari

“We used to run the bus all night, now all the
bus owners tell us to bring the bus to the
garage by evening, they say all bus fire
incident happens at night,” said Imran, the
helper of an 8 no bus departing from a
deserted Gabtoli terminal.

Earlier a bus on this road used to give 4 trips
a day, while now 1 has become near
impossible for them, said a driver of a
Labbaik Paribohan bus parked in Gabtoli
terminal.

“There are no passengers on the roads. In a
signal where we used to collect Tk2,000-
3,000 before, now in those signals we get like
Tk600-700. It hardly covers the oil expense.
Last day | took only Tk170 home and my
helper took Tk100,” said Shafiq, the driver.

“Now you tell me what I will get in this
money for my family of three children, a wife
and a bedridden mother who needs medicines
of Tk100 a week,” he questioned.

“If something happens to me on the road, my
family will be left with nothing. I only fear
that my eldest son studying in class 6 may
need to stop going to school and start
working. I don’t want my son to work on
other people’s buses,” while saying this
Shafiqg fell down into tears.

Thoughts of commoners

Meanwhile, a passenger, Kaiyum heading to
his office at Darus Salam, said “We are
always in fear, but | have to go office each
day, there is no blockade in the office, right?”

need to stop going to school and start
working. | don't want my son to work on
other people's buses,” said Shafig, his eyes
now brimming with tears.

Elsewhere in Bangla Motor intersection, a
bus of Bihongo Paribahan, could be seen
waiting for passengers.

One of the buses of this company was set on
fire last evening around 6:00pm right at this
intersection of Bangla Motor.

Talking to The Business Standard, the bus
helper, Shukkor Ali said, "I am Allah's
creature, Allah will save me. | have to get
money for my family to buy their food."

His bus owner didn't want to let the bus on
the road after yesterday's incident.

"If the bus doesn't operate on the road, the bus
owner can still run his family. He has 10
other buses and a lot of money. But my
family depends on what | take home every
night."

Shukkor Ali and his co-driver requested the
bus owner to let them make one trip in the
morning and he allowed it under one
condition.

"The bus needs to come back to the garage by
7:00pm in the evening," he told them.

The same condition was given to the usually-
crowded Number-8 bus, which runs from
Gabtoli to Jatrabari.

"We used to run the bus all night. But now
the bus owners tell us to bring the bus to the
garage by evening. They say all bus fire
incidents happen at night," said Imran, the
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“All political parties, government, election
commission, all should sit together
somewhere and come to a settlement.
Because buses are not available, CNGs ask
for more fare than usual, and then there is the
risk of being burned. It is really difficult to
live our normal life. We are always in fear,

when, where who will start picketing,” he
added.

Another banker of Al Arafah Bank heading
to Mirpur seeking anonymity said, “There
should be some solution. This ugly politics
should be stopped. How long can this politics
of arson, vandalism”

“Because of fear, I am not sending my
daughter to school. These arsonists are not
even letting off the institutional buses,” he
says exemplifying the arson incident that
happened twice with Green University buses.

“They do politics for people. Don’t they?
Now the life of people is being hampered”
the banker replied. Urging the political
parties to sit together he hops off the bus at
the Technical intersection on Mirpur road.

How is it for long-haul transport workers

At the deserted Gabtoli bus terminal amid
this blockade, a long-haul bus of Selfie
Paribahan was seen departing with half seats
filled.

“If a minimum of 30 passengers don’t get on,
we don’t make a bare minimum profit. Look,
how many seats you see filled,” the driver
Imtiaz said.

This is his second trip in the last 5 days of
blockade. He says, “On these trips, a lot of

helper of the bus departing from a deserted
Gabtoli terminal.

"We are always in fear’

Kaiyum, a passenger on a bus who was
heading to his office at Darus Salam, said,
"We are always in fear, but | have to go to the
office every day. There is no blockade in the
office, right?

"All political parties, government, election
commission, all should sit together
somewhere and come to a resolution.
Because buses are not available, CNGs ask
for more fare than usual, and then there is the
risk of being burned. It is really difficult to
live our normal life. We are always in fear..."
he added.

Another passenger, a banker heading to his
Mirpur office, seeking anonymity said,
"Because of fear, | am not sending my
daughter to school. These arsonists are not
even considering school or university buses,"
pointing to the arson incident that happened
twice with Green University buses.

"They do politics for people. Don't they?
Now the lives of the people are being
hampered," he said.

How is it for long-haul transport workers

At the deserted Gabtoli bus terminal amid
this blockade, a long-haul bus of Selfie
Paribahan was seen departing with half seats
filled.

"If a minimum of 30 passengers don't get on,
we don't make a bare minimum profit. Look,
how many seats you see filled," driver Imtiaz
said.
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families are dependent. If this continues till
the election, we will die without food”

Talking of the risk on the road, he says, “On
the highway, the fire risk is little less, still we
request our passengers to keep the windows
closed so that the bad people can’t throw
cocktails inside the bus”

Imtiaz says while he drives he keeps his eye
alert of people’s gathering on the roadside.

Meanwhile, walking down the ticket counters
of Gabtoli terminal, there were hardly any
passengers seen and most of the ticket
counters were shut down.

“On last Wednesday evening, our bus was
exactly on the spot just 5 minutes ago, where
some people set fire to the Welcome bus,”
recounts Even Bishwash, a counter manager
of SP Golden Line.

Their bus owners are in fear of their bus being
torched, he said.

“By 11 am at normal times, 10-12 buses of
their company depart. But today we didn’t
even start one bus because of no passengers
heading to Stakhira, Khulna. That’s how the
situation has been in every day of blockade,”
he added.

The same situation is in the Shyamoli counter
that heads towards Chattogram, Cox’s Bazar.
No bus has left the terminal since morning,
while by this time, 10 to 12 usually departs.

“A trip to Cox’s Bazar cost a bus around
Tk20,000. How can we start a bus if we have
only 3 to 4 passengers, will they give us
double fare? Even double fare can’t cover the

This is his second trip in the last five days of
blockade.

"A lot of families are dependent on these
trips. If this continues till elections, we will
die without food."

Talking of the risk on the roads, he said, "On
the highway, the risk of arson is less. Still, we
request our passengers to keep the windows
closed so that the bad people can't throw
cocktails inside the bus."

Imtiaz said while he drives he keeps his eye
alert to any gathering of people on the
roadsides.

Walking down the ticket counters of Gabtoli
terminal, there were hardly any passengers
seen and most of the ticket counters were shut
down.

"Last Wednesday evening, our bus was
exactly on this spot just metres away. That's
when some people came and set fire to the
Welcome bus,"” recounted Eben Bishwash, a
counter manager of SP Golden Line.

"By 11:00am at normal times, 10-12 buses of
our company depart. But today we didn't
even operate one bus because no passengers
were heading to Satkhira, Khulna. That's how
the situation has been every day of the
blockade," he added.

The same situation was seen at the Shyamoli
counter, from where buses head towards
Chattogram and Cox's Bazar. No bus had left
the terminal since morning, while usually,
10-12 buses would have been on the route.
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expense,” said Mohammad Salim, counter
manager of Shyamoli Paribahan.

My Mistakes:

Inadequate contextualization of the ongoing events, leading to a lack of clarity about
the significance of the incidents.

Lack of structure and organisation.

Insufficiently delineated quotes and viewpoints from different individuals.

Absence of emotional depth and connection to the individuals' experiences hinders the
reader's ability to empathise with their situations.

e Use of fragmented sentences and abrupt transitions that disrupt the coherence of the

storytelling.
My learnings:

e Ensure providing sufficient context about ongoing events to enhance reader
understanding.
Maintain a clear and organized structure in storytelling for a smoother narrative flow.
Emphasize clear distinctions between quotes and viewpoints of different individuals for
better comprehension.

e Strive to create an emotional connection between readers and the individuals'
experiences to foster empathy.

e Avoid fragmented sentences and abrupt transitions to maintain coherence in
storytelling.

e Plan interviews and travels effectively to manage time constraints, ensuring thorough
coverage.

e Acknowledge personal discomfort but maintain professionalism in covering sensitive
or emotionally challenging stories.

e Accurately record names and details during interviews for proper characterization and
attribution in the story.

e Seek permission before using images or personal details in the newspaper, respecting

individuals' privacy.
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Figure 2.1: Screengrab of my Facebook profile Qv?ere I shared a picture holding the print newspaper
of 7 Nov as two of my byline stories got inked.

The other story on the TBS’s special Panorama page on the same day:
https://www.tbsnews.net/features/panorama/endless-cycle-poverty-and-struggle-along-shore-
734594

Figure 2.2: After coming back to the desk from the field | was working on the Report.


https://www.tbsnews.net/features/panorama/endless-cycle-poverty-and-struggle-along-shore-734594
https://www.tbsnews.net/features/panorama/endless-cycle-poverty-and-struggle-along-shore-734594
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Two-day blockade: 18
vehicles burned in first 30
hours in Dhaka, Ctg

The alarming series of events started a( J.am when miscreants set a bus ablaze at Saddam
Market in Matuail.

Buses torched in Dhaka, Gazipur, Ctg on second day of blockade

3h | Bangladesh

'Don't want to be burned": RAB officials attacked by ¢ Live Updates | Day 2 of
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Figure 2.4: Screengrab of TBS Web that carries the online version of the story.
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Figure 2.5: Out of almost 100 images captured, | chose to use in the news around 10 images.
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- Dan't want 1o be burmed Transport warkers defy fear, take to roads to stave off hunger
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- <p>"Close the windows; please, everynne keep the windows ciased,” Mohammad Raju, a heiper of a bus, was repeatedly rging his bus passengers. </ p>
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" ne says, avolding eye contact and weaing the stoic expression - his mask for the mament.</p>

- <pofaries, » bus o this rosd used t give four trips 8 dy, while now even ne has bacome near impazsibie. < B>

Figure 2.6: In the TBS web CMS, after uploading |

4

BY MEHED

7/2025-13:34

~ "My stomach dosset understand blackade® Transport workers who dey feas, death

<p class. ‘rejustiy"> < strong> Close the windaws; please, everyone keep the windows ciosed,” Mohammad Raju, a helper of 2 bus, was repeatediy urging his bus
passengers < (strang </ p>

= chass- US> He 2150 ASKE ERE GIIVET 13 T £A The FAN I THE NON-AC BUE < P>

e chass-mejustfy > was al the precaution they coul

oy the 6P >
B class = LesUY >0 the BaSt 30 Poues, 15 vehicles Nave ben seton fire, inchicing 13 buses < /o>

= <P cass="Tiejusuy"> The alarm Dell had gone off, but being alert was the only apion for many Sabsp;</B>

- <P dlass="rijustify">{medla type~"image” id="783742" ayout~"mormal” apiian="1" Infogragh="1" ps|="0" parallax="Tr popup="1" news_break="0"l/medial< /p>

p chass ‘rejusty"> We are on the rasd risking our fives; | wish | did not have ta come cut. But my stomach duesn't understand the blockade, that’s why | have to
enme out even if s & ife risk,” Reju seid.</p>

p class rejustiy’> On the first day of the last blockade, we ried 1o tome Ut as sual, bt there were no passengers. Now there are passengers, but bus ouners
are afraid as they don't war their vehicles 1o be burned,” be said, adding each bus costs around Tk70-30 lakh < p>

~ p class~riejustiy’>Raju Is Just one of many amang those wha rely on a bus for their dadly income nbsp, < p>

i chassrrejustry " Thay knou the risk, but they have litle chaice </ p3

= p chassmejusty> media types image” fid="788722" leyout='normal” eaptiona’1” infograph="1" psi="0" paraliexa"0" papup="1" news bresk=0]/media) p>

- <P Class~ TIAJUSTTY > SAAMA, & ANVET OF & LADDMK PArIGaNan biss PArkes In GADIOH Terminal, STATES ANEAT rEsciuteNy AnDSD;< /D>

< chass— sty THERe AnE M0 PIESENGETS £ the roagS. In & 1 vetore
et expense,” he says, avoking eye CONLACT and WearIng The stokc expression - his mask for the moment <>

12 cotiect T600-700.

~ <p class.rrejustiy’> Earier, 8 bus om this rosd sed to give four tips  day, whilk now even one has beeome near impassibie < p>-

had to reorganise a little bit — change the headline
¥

Figure 2.7: Jotted down information.
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Project 3

Project Name: Lead news on onion price hike titled “India's export embargo sends onion
prices soaring to Tk220 per kg”

Online publication URL: https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/bazaar/onion-price-nearly-
doubles-overnight-tk220-kg-754246

Type of Work: Sub-editing lead news on Onion price hike with infographics
Assignment Date: 09 December 2023, 11:55 am

Published online: 09 December 2023, 12:05 pm as TBS lead.

Last Update: 09 December 2023, 10:34 pm

Published on print: 10 December on the front page.

Project Details: Followed by India’s announcement of an extension of onion export
restrictions — the minimum export price at $800 and 40% export duties — until 31 March next
year — the price of onions in Bangladesh has surged by Tk80-100 per kg.

It was the story of the day — our reporters on the field initially sent some data — based on what
our Editor wanted the TBS Online to prepare a comprehensive package to make it the lead
news. So, the Web Editor — who also happened to be my supervisor — assigned me to prepare
the report as early as possible and publish it online with the first few lines and later develop it
as the reporters gave more quotes and information.

My Roles and Responsibility: The story needed me to coordinate with the reporters on the
field who cover the kitchen market — for pieces of information — prices — and quotes.

It also required me to be fast and precise with words as | had to publish it within 10-15 minutes
and later develop it.

I needed to translate the reporter’s copy — though he sent me some discrete jotted-down
information and quotes. | had to compile it and rearrange it according to the angle and relevance
of the story.

It also required me to add relevant background such as how onion prices skyrocketed back in
2019 — how onion sellers defied the govt fixed price caps.

As it is a lead story — it also required me to find two “related news” that show just below the
headline on the landing page.


https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/bazaar/onion-price-nearly-doubles-overnight-tk220-kg-754246
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/bazaar/onion-price-nearly-doubles-overnight-tk220-kg-754246
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Challenges faced: The primary challenge in this story was to coordinate with the reporters on
the phone — listen to them — and add it subsequently to the story. As they were just telling in
conversational language, it was a little inconvenient for me to listen and write in English in
accordance with the style guide and TBS news standard. However, that’s pretty much the job.
| did my best. In addition to that, | had also to develop it quite a few times — not because the
earlier one was bad — but because information was coming in new.

Raw copy:
FAOINS (ISR TN [0 | ARG (FG; (HIMTSE AN 4N 220 BIF!

OIS T IRQET WE FAS (S AHMNCe [NILrSel (RS G IAATH AT AN
ORI ([FUG AT 3B =T (MR

G NN (b TOTTR) TR TGN A (TG [/ =057 220 BIFTT, T IFMA
IR fBe Y80 BIFTI

WS B WA FAT A OO (UG AN (HG AfS (TG (IR 200 BIFN, T
®HAF [E AT HY20-380 BB

AVGT NFNAT CITBHI ATS (FIG W] 0 & -0 BIFT, (AR (TG we-we BIFT G338 AfS
357 fSTNa T 32 BT [Ny wrafea|

IR YT N (W1 e BRasts "y, oRted ¥ I0FHT 4] NI
ISR (HATGE AT (FTOCR | Y ATNR ICOI, (VG2 ATSH IR NI | (A (TS (T AN
fRAR ©T 220 BIFIF (N [/AE T T8I (R A"

] (AT F1G; [Rtmor *fqPe AATN IR, "AFSM -2 IVT (G AN2BIF IS
(S BN =W #NIF e ([21 3¢ (&G @R [FAre N[/, [ 7Ne vorl g

FIACT (AR (TG 120 BIFT AR WA BT OIS (G 200 BIAT [ a0 (52
1 1o [fa FRM Y80 BIFIF NI

PR (b TEOTER) SR TGy & g TFNET IF AT AR, JNOE (4
TETTHR) (ACF AT (A0 (UG I ARz SRR O |
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My Edited Copy

First Revised Copy

Onion prices now Tk220 per kg; doubles
overnight

Or

Onion price hits Tk220 per kg due to India’s
export curbs

TBS Report

Following India's extension of export
restrictions, the price of onions in
Bangladesh nearly doubled overnight.

On Saturday morning, local onions were
being sold at Tk220 in the capital, which was
Tk140 a day before.

Meanwhile, imported or Indian onions were
Tk200 this morning, up from Tk120-140 on
Friday.

According to a notification issued by the
Indian Ministry of Commerce and Industry
on Thursday (7 December), the country
announced an extension of onion export
restrictions — minimum export price at $800
and 40% export duties — until 31 March next
year.

This decision aims to bolster domestic
availability and regulate prices, as stated in
the notification's rationale.

The notification outlines three conditions
under which consignments of onions can be
exported. These include shipments where
loading has begun before the notification,
cases where shipping bills have been filed
and vessels are already berthed or anchored
for loading, and consignments that have been
handed over to customs or entered customs

Onion price nearly doubles overnight to
Tk220 per kg

SF: Hike comes soon after India’s decision to
extend its export ban on onions yesterday

TBS Report

Following India's extension of export
restrictions, the price of onions in
Bangladesh nearly doubled overnight.

On Saturday morning, local onions were
being sold at Tk220 in the capital, which was
Tk140 a day before.

Meanwhile, imported or Indian onions were
Tk200 this morning, up from Tk120-140 on
Friday.

According to a notification issued by the
Indian Ministry of Commerce and Industry
on Thursday (7 December), the country
announced an extension of onion export
restrictions — minimum export price at $800
and 40% export duties — until 31 March next
year.

This decision aims to bolster domestic
availability and regulate prices, as stated in
the notification's rationale.

The notification outlines three conditions
under which consignments of onions can be
exported.

These include shipments where loading has
begun before the notification, cases where
shipping bills have been filed and vessels are
already berthed or anchored for loading, and
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stations  for before the

notification.

exportation

Badda grocery shop seller Mizan said, “The
onion prices surged in the wholesale market
following India’'s ban on onion exports. The
development has not only escalated prices
but also made onions scarcely available.
Considering the high purchasing rates,
selling local onions below Tk220 is not
feasible for us.”

Shariful Islam, a vendor at Dilu Road, said, "
"Usually, I purchase 1-2 sacks of onions daily
from the wholesale market. However, today,
| could only procure 15 kg due to the soaring
prices. Consequently, | have to retail local
onions at Tk220 and Indian imports at Tk200.

“Just yesterday, I sold the same onions for
approximately Tk140,” he added.

This development follows the Revenue
Department of the Indian Finance Ministry
imposing a 40% duty on onion exports to
Bangladesh on 20 August. Subsequently, the
Indian government set a Minimum Export
Price (MEP) of $800 per tonne, effective
from 29 October, expiring on 31 December.

In May 2022, the Bangladeshi government
halted onion imports from India to support
local farmers, leading to a spike in onion
prices. India's 2020 export ban on all onion
varieties except cut, sliced, or in powder form
was implemented to control rising domestic
prices amid flood-related production losses.

The annual production of onions in
Bangladesh exceeds 3.5 million tonnes, with
a demand of around 2.8 million tonnes.
Despite high production, the country relies
on imports due to significant wastage caused

consignments that have been handed over to
customs or entered customs stations for
exportation before the notification.

Badda grocery shop seller Mizan said, “The
onion prices surged in the wholesale market
following India’'s ban on onion exports. The
development has not only escalated prices
but also made onions scarcely available.
Considering the high purchasing rates,
selling local onions below Tk220 is not
feasible for us.”

Shariful Islam, a vendor at Dilu Road, said, "
"Usually, I purchase 1-2 sacks of onions daily
from the wholesale market. However, today,
| could only procure 15 kg due to the soaring
prices. Consequently, | have to retail local
onions at Tk220 and Indian imports at Tk200.

“Just yesterday, I sold the same onions for
approximately Tk140,” he added.

The development follows the Revenue
Department of the Indian Finance Ministry
imposing a 40% duty on onion exports to
Bangladesh on 20 August. Subsequently, the
Indian government set a Minimum Export
Price (MEP) of $800 per tonne, effective
from 29 October, expiring on 31 December.

In May 2022, the Bangladeshi government
halted onion imports from India to support
local farmers, leading to a spike in onion
prices. India's 2020 export ban on all onion
varieties except cut, sliced, or in powder form
was implemented to control rising domestic
prices amid flood-related production losses.

The annual production of onions in
Bangladesh exceeds 3.5 million tonnes, with
a demand of around 2.8 million tonnes.
Despite high production, the country relies
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by storage and management complications, | on imports due to significant wastage caused
amounting to 25% or more of the total onion | by storage and management complications,
production. amounting to 25% or more of the total onion
production.

Infographics: It was initially uploaded with a generic onion image — later | created this
infographic for better readership — which my supervisor and our editor appreciated promptly.

THE BUSINESS STANDARD

India imposed an extension of
onion export restrictions until
31 March next year

Local onion prices raised to Tk220 today
which was Tk140 a day before

Imported Indian onion prices raised to Tk200 today

Earlier in N1 5 ZAFkd- the price of WLEIERTL A4 8 B S 0
local onions surged to the I&]o 0N 1IET{ S

Figure 3.1: Infographics made by me — for the lead news that | sub-edited.

Final Updated copy: As the news was developing, and the hot topic of the day — I had to
update with infographics and also updated as the corrs were injecting newer information.

Headline: India's export embargo sends onion prices soaring to Tk220 per kg

SF: Authorities say the available onions are either domestically produced or were imported
before Indian ban

TBS Report

e India bans onion exports until 31 March next year
e Daily onion demand in Bangladesh is 7,600 tonnes
e Bangladesh produced 34 lakh tonnes in FY23

e 85% is met with local production

The price of onions in Bangladesh has nearly doubled overnight and keeps rising by the hour
following news of India's extension of its export embargo on the essential commodity.
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On Saturday morning, local onions were being sold at Tk220 per kg in the capital, witnessing
a surge from Tk140 the previous day. Meanwhile, imported and Indian onions rose to Tk200,
up from Friday's range of Tk120-140.

With an annual onion demand of around 7,600 tonnes daily (28 lakh tonnes annually) in the
country, this abrupt Tk80-90 jump within a day translates to Tk60.80 crore in additional income
for onion traders, including importers, wholesalers and retailers.

However, authorities assert that the currently available onions are either domestically produced
or arrived in the country before India imposed its export ban.

AHM Shafiquzzaman, director general of the Directorate of National Consumers' Right
Protection (DNCRP), said, "There is no justifiable reason for an overnight price surge and
excessive profit margins. Operations are underway nationwide to restore prices to previous
levels.”

The directorate on Saturday conducted operations in districts and imposed fines of Tk6.66 lakh
on 133 businesses for inflating onion prices. The agency will continue its operations today.

Shariful Islam, a vegetable seller on Dilu Road in the city, shared his experience with TBS. He
noted that despite typically purchasing 50kg-100kg of onions daily from the wholesale market,
on Saturday he could only buy 15 kg due to the hiked prices.

"Domestic onions are now priced at Tk220, and Indian ones at Tk200, even though I sold them
at Tk140 just the day before," he added.

Meanwhile, at the wholesale level, domestic onions were priced at Tk190-195 per kg, and
imported ones at Tk180. At the Hili land port, onions, which were sold for Tk90 on Friday
morning, saw a jump to Tk180 on Saturday.

Ashraful, a wholesaler at Karwan Bazar in Dhaka, told The Business Standard, "We have
received information about a crisis in Faridpur and Pabna, our usual onion sources. The prices
they are quoting are high, and consequently, we are compelled to sell at an elevated rate."

Comparing prices listed on the Trading Corporation of Bangladesh, the current price of
domestic onions is 311% higher than in the same period last year while the price of imported
onions is 267% higher.

On Thursday, India's Directorate General of Foreign Trade imposed a ban on onion exports
until 31 March next year. Earlier, on 28 October, India introduced a minimum export price of
$800 per tonne for onion exports, effective until 31 December. However, the country decided
to halt exports before the expiry of this restriction.

Import and production scenario

Bangladesh imported 7.05 lakh tonnes of onions from 5 June to 7 December, against the
approved 19.90 lakh tonnes, according to sources at the Department of Agricultural Extension.
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In FY23, onion imports stood at 7.43 lakh tonnes, while the figures were 6.65 lakh tonnes in
FY22, 5.53 lakh tonnes in FY21, and 5.71 lakh tonnes in 2019-20.

According to the Ministry of Agriculture, 34 lakh tonnes of onions are locally produced
annually, with postharvest losses accounting for 25% or more. Ministry of Commerce data
indicate that 85% of demand is met domestically, with the remainder reliant on imports,
suggesting no imminent shortage.

The government in August decided to allow the import of onions from nine other countries in
addition to India to curb rising prices. At the time, onion imports were allowed from China,
Egypt, Pakistan, Qatar, Turkey, Myanmar, Thailand, Netherlands and the United Arab
Emirates.

Initially, a few permits were taken to import from various countries, but later the traders did
not show much interest.

Challenges such as the dollar exchange rate and a crisis deterred traders from importing onions,
resulting in minimal quantities from alternative countries.

During this period (September-November), only 1,938 tonnes of onions were imported. Of this,
1,102 tonnes came from Pakistan and 836 tonnes from China.

Jinnat Ali of JM Trading in Chattogram cited difficulty in obtaining bank approval and the high
dollar exchange rate, making importing from alternative countries financially unviable.

He expressed concern about potential losses if India lifts the ban, as consumers prefer domestic
and Indian onions over those from China, Pakistan, Myanmar and Turkey.

Spike in Chattogram

The port city's onion market mirrors Dhaka's instability, with Indian onions priced at Tk200-
220 per kg in the wholesale market of Khatunganj after the export ban announcement. The
prices were Tk95-96 a day before.

The supply shortage, stemming from India's restrictive tariff since August, has led to sustained
prices above Tk90 in the wholesale onion market.

Trade leader Idris Mia at Khatunganj market noted a decline in onion supply following India's
imposition of restrictive tariffs in August.

"The wholesale onion market has consistently remained above Tk90 due to increased import
costs. Despite some imports from China and Pakistan, the quantities have been insufficient to
meet demand,” he added.

Officials of the agriculture department look to another 10-15 days for early varieties of onions
to mature, while onions with leaves are being sold in various Dhaka markets. They hope
increased onion availability will bring prices down to more manageable levels.
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overnight to Tk220 per kg

after India’s decisiot xport ban on onions yesterday

Onion market takes heat from India's hefty export duty
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Figure 3.2: Screengrab of the article on the landing page of TBS — as Lead Story

My Mistakes:

e Initially lack of background information on the reasons behind the price hike and its
relation to India’s export curbs.

e The need for more detailed information regarding the timeline of events leading to the
current onion price surge and the previous bans by India.

e Inadequate explanation of how the Bangladeshi government's decision to halt onion
imports from India in May 2022 affected the local market.

e The raw copy lacked comprehensive data or figures regarding the annual production
and demand for onions in Bangladesh, - later got updated.

[

My learnings:

e Coordinating with reporters on-field efficiently and swiftly to gather real-time
information.

e Publishing within a tight deadline demanded precise writing and immediate
development of the story.

e Translating reporter notes and compiling information while ensuring the story's angle
and relevance was a significant part of the task.

e Incorporating background details such as previous price hikes and government
interventions added depth and context to the story.

e The main challenges included adapting conversational information into structured

English and frequent story development due to evolving information.
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Figure 3.3: Screengrab of the article inside — with the infographics.

Horme » India's expor embargn sends onion prices soaring to TKZ20 per ko » Revisions

Revisions for india's export embarge sends onion prices soaring to Tk220 per kg

SAT, 12/09/2023 - 13:11
8Y MEHEDI

evious d

Standard W
Changes 1o Hesciine
Onion price nearly doubles overnight ta Tk220 per kg
Changes 1o Boay
<p class="riejustify"> <strong> Following India’s extension of export restrictions, the price of onions in Eangladesh nearly doubled
avernight. </ strong> </p>

- <pclass="riejustify">On Saturday morning, local onions were being sold at Tk220 in the capital, which was Tk140 a day before. </p>

«p elass="riejustify">Meanwhile, imported or Indian onions were Tk200 this m

ing, up from Tk120-140 on Friday. </p>

<p class="rtejustify">According to a notification issued by the Indian Ministry of Commerce and Industry on Thursday (7 December),
- the country announced an extension of onion export restrictions -
March next year.</p>

minimum export price at $800 and 40% expart duties - until 31

<p class="rtejustify">This decision aims to bolster domestic a

bility and regulate prices, as stated in the notification’s
rationale.&nbsp, < /p>

SAT, 12/09/2023 - 22:34

BY ONLINE

India’s export embargo sends onion prices searing 10 Tk220 per kg

«<li class="reejustify">India bans onion exports until 31 March next year</li>

<l class="rtsjustify">Dally onlon demand in 8angladesh is 7,600 tonnes&nbsp:</li>
<l class="rtsjustify">Bangladesh produced 34 lakh tannes in FY23</li>

<li class~"rtejustify"> 5% is met with local production =</li>

</ul>

<hr
<p class="rtajustify"><strong>The price of onions in Bangladesh has nearly doubled overnight and keeps rising by the hour
following news of India's extension of its export embarge on the essential commodity.&nbsp; < strang></p>

<p class="rrejusuiy">On Saturday morning, local onlons were being sold at Tk220 per kg In the capital, witnessing a surge from
Tk140 the previous day. Meanwhile, imported and Indian onians rose to Tk200, up from Friday's range of Tk] 20-140.&nbsp; =</p>

<p elass="rtajustify">With an annual anion demand of around 7,500 tonnes daily (28 lakh tonnes annually) in the country, this abrupt
Tk80-80 Jump within a day translates to Tk60.80 crore in additional income for onion traders, including importers, wholesalers and
retailers.&nbsp </ p>

<p class="rtejustify’>However, authorities assert that the currently available anians are either domestically produced or arrived in the
country before India imposed ts export ban &nbsp: </p>

<p dlass="rtejustify">AHM Shafiquzzaman, director general of the Directorate of National Consumers' Right Protection (DNCRP), said,

Figure 3.4: Screengrab that shows the CMS comparison of revision of the story

Latest Onion Prices

| Price per kg Price per kg s
ource
| fhid (in local currency) | (in current USD)
| Pakistan Rs 137-143 Agriculture Marketing Information Service (AMIS)
(Lahore) $0.48-0.50 9 Dec 2023
‘ http://www.amis.pk/ViewPrices.aspx?searchType=0&commodityld=23
J The Economic Times
| 8 Dec 2023
India 285780 $0.69 https:// i di /news/ [foreigi /india-extends
| curbs-on-onion-exports-till-march-31-2024-amid-price-
| spike/articleshow/105826967.cms
L
; The Global NEW LIGHT of MYANMAR
fpinin K1,369-2,202 $0.65-1.05 15 Nov 2023
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/onion-prices-dec arket-shifts-to-solely-rely-on
4 ieod A/
K l GBP 1 $1.255 Global Product Prices
T» -3 https://www.globalproductprices.com/United-Kingdom/onion_prices/
[ UsA $3.03 $3.03 Numbeo
e https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/country_price_rankin s?itemld=119

Figure 3.5: Screengrab that shows data that | researched to add some comparison
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Figure 7.4: Screengrab that shows the latest updated version — the most viewed article on TBS for the
second week of December.

Infographics: Mehedi Hasan Marof/TBS
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Project 4
Project Name: News on “Jamaat breaks police barricade, enters Shapla Chattar”

Online publication URL: https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/politics/head-head-standoff-
between-jamaat-police-arambag-728234

Type of Work: Sub-editing political news on Jamaat-Police standoff
Assignment Date: 28 October 2023, 11:05 am

Published online: 28 October 2023, 11:25 am as LEAD story.

Last Update: 28 October 2023, 01:22 pm

Project Details: As 28 October was one of the politically important days when BNP-AL-
Jamaat — three major political parties in the country called for demonstrations. Our reporter Zia
Chowdhury was on the field and he sent some jotting to our reporting chat group which was
assigned to me to do a separate news by the day’s co-ordinator.

For the day, | had to cover 7 to 8 news — as it was full of happenings — this particular news was
developing. It came initially around 11 am but got updated till 01:22 pm.

My Roles and Responsibility: My role was to take the Bangla jotted information from the
reporting group and initially prepare a copy to update online. Later | developed the copy as |
co-ordinated with him over the phone — and as he sent information. | also had to ask the
reporter for images — as the Social Media team to upload videos to Twitter and send me links
so that | could embed them into the news.

Challenges faced: The primary challenge in this story was to handle three news at a time.
When this was developing — | was working on another on the traffic situation and commuters
suffering because of the political hardline activities. In addition, coordinate with the reporters
on the phone — listen to them — and add it subsequently to the story. As they were just telling
in conversational language, it was a little inconvenient for me to listen and write in English in
accordance with the style guide and TBS news standard. However, that’s pretty much the job.
I did my best. In addition to that, | had also to develop it quite a few times — not because the
earlier one was bad — but because the information was coming in new.

The other news | was working on simultaneously:
e Deserted streets as Dhaka braces for high-voltage political rallies today
e In pictures: Clashes on Dhaka streets as AL-BNP-Jamaat and police face off
e Cop, Jubo Dal man killed as BNP, Police and AL clash in city


https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/politics/head-head-standoff-between-jamaat-police-arambag-728234
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/politics/head-head-standoff-between-jamaat-police-arambag-728234
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/deserted-streets-dhaka-braces-high-voltage-political-rallies-today-728294
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/politics/pictures-clashes-dhaka-streets-al-bnp-jamaat-and-police-face-728370
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/politics/cop-jubo-dal-man-killed-bnp-police-and-al-clash-city-728602

Raw Copy:
STV G- A YA I

o> fRronb

Page |43

NSAAT RS JeAHFT FAF AGE  GINRNTSS (NOFAE [@RPG T A6

RTATR ™|

SHE TG NIO! (ACF QYN ([ ST 70T LS AT IO (NoIFA SAES 07
WANIMCP PLIAP OGP feT* O WP (AR |

SIS - MR (FOrFRIRT FATT SYLAT JeTPI ST RS | TN CSTATNIT ZC 2] 5REA
TP (A0S BT | O 4 JATHT (ATF *TFA 5 ALE FrOH2 GRS IR |

GO C-_\lwlaiﬁiﬁ [ AN, S (PN NOCF 1Y I N O AT AR
ST S0 BAES R[N A2 NI SII SRR ST FAIA |

(NOIF AT FZFY TN WA WFAF (A Aoz
TN HREE (NN RN G (A0 BT Fefy 207 NSAa w2 fome

PG LS 97 WIF (N

My Edited Copy

Revised Copy

Head-to-head standoff between Jamaat,
Police in Arambag

TBS Report

Nearly a thousand activists of Jamaat-e-
Islami were seen gathering in Arambag from
9am until 10am, while several hundred police
officers have blocked them.

Members have been barricaded and
obstructed by police in the area of Motijheel.

Chief of the Counter Terrorism and
Transnational Crime (CTTC) unit, DIG Md
Asaduzzaman, stated that Jamaat did not
have permission for the rally, and the police
would not allow any processions.

"If they gather, defying the law, we will take
stern action," he added.
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Jamaat and Shibir activists are trying to
proceed towards Shapla Chattar through the
Golapbagh area. However, no one is being
allowed by the police.

The activists of Jamaat say that they “cannot
be obstructed in any way.”

They will be present at the gathering place on
time and peacefully assemble.

The activists are chanting "Allahu Akbar"
slogans intermittently.

Currently, activists of Jamaat and Shibir are
seen gathered from the Arambag area to the
TNT Colony near Motijheel Ideal College.

Earlier yesterday, Dhaka Metropolitan Police
gave permission to the Awami League and
BNP to hold their rallies at the south gate of
Baitul Mukarram Mosque and Nayapaltan
respectively, subject to 20 conditions.

However, Jamaat did not receive approval
from the DMP for their scheduled rally on the
same day.
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As the story was a developing news it had to be updated day-long as the events were
transpiring and our reporters on field were sending us information.

Finally updated copy:
Jamaat breaks police barricade, enters Shapla Chattar
TBS Report

Nearly a thousand Jamaat-e-Islami activists broke through the police barricades in both
Fakirapool and Arambagh and entered the Shapla Chattar.

Earlier, they started gathering in the Arambag area of Motijheel in the early morning, while
several hundred police officers had barricaded and obstructed them.

Meanwhile, a 60-year-old Jamaat worker named Md Nawab Ali was injured during the party's
clash with police at Motijheel's Arambagh.

A correspondent who is currently in front of Notre Dame College said there was a police
barricade in front of the college.

Over a thousand activists broke the barricade around 1pm.

The whole road in front of the college is filled with Jamaat activists and police personnel at
this moment.

Earlier, the Chief of the Counter Terrorism and Transnational Crime (CTTC) unit DIG Md
Asaduzzaman made it clear that "Jamaat did not have permission for the rally, and the police
would not allow any processions to take place.”

"If they gather, defying the law, we will take stern action,” he earlier said.

Amidst confrontations with the police on Saturday, two Jamaat workers were arrested. The
individuals detained in front of Notre Dame College were identified as SM Mizanur Rahman
(63) and Wasim. Additionally, the party claims that 50 activists were arrested earlier in Savar,
Ashulia.

Since early morning, police vehicles, including patrol cars and water cannons, have been
deployed in the vicinity.

The activists of Jamaat expressed their determination, stating that they "cannot be obstructed
in any way."

They affirmed their intention saying that they will gather at the "designated place on time and
assemble peacefully.”

Acting Ameer Jamaat Mujibur Rahman instructed the party activists to commence the program
at2 pm.



Page |46

The activists had come prepared with four pickup vans and 8-10 microphones for setting up
the stage. Throughout the gathering, intermittent chants of "Allahu Akbar" were heard.

Currently, activists of Jamaat and Shibir are seen gathered from the Arambag area to the TNT
Colony near Motijheel Ideal College.

Earlier yesterday, Dhaka Metropolitan Police gave permission to the Awami League and BNP
to hold their rallies at the south gate of Baitul Mukarram Mosque and Nayapaltan respectively,
subject to 20 conditions.

However, Jamaat did not receive approval from the DMP for their scheduled rally on the same
day.

My Mistakes: There were not any major mistakes — but | made a spelling mistake on Jamaat
leader's name in the initial draft — later | fixed it accordingly by crosschecking.

My Learnings:

e Crosschecking details and names, especially of prominent figures like leaders.

e Handling developing news requires continuous updates throughout the day to reflect
the evolving situation accurately.
Juggling multiple news pieces simultaneously
Maintaining the publication's style guide while transcribing spoken information into
written English.

e Coordinating with reporters on the field for additional information and multimedia
content, like images and videos.

== POLITICS

Jamaat breaks police barricade,

TBS Report
i Wi enters Shapla Chattar

They started gathering in the Arambag area of Motijheel in the early morning, while
n several hundred police officers had barricaded and obstructed them

mmm RELATED NEWS

BNP rally: Speakers pause
speeches as clashes intensify

No objection to BNP's hartal as
long as it is peaceful: AL leader
Bahauddin at rally

Figure 4.1: Screengrab of the updated news on TBS web — shows the updated headline
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ks In pictures: Clashes on Dhaka
streets as AL-BNP-Jamaat and
police face off
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mmm RELATED NEWS

Top BNP leaders confess their
involvement in arson attacks: DB
chief

TBS Report
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mmm TOop Stories

Don't get into any
kind of
negotiations with
Jatiya Party:
Raushan Ershad
to PM Hasina

DB arrests two over torching of
bus, police vehicle on 28 Oct

Expose real character of BNP: PM

to journalists

Unfortunately, OHCHR may have
fallen for BNP's misinformation
campaign: MoFA on OHCHR

Online loan
scams: Fraudsters
dupe victims
using World Bank
name, logo

remarks

Suicide bombing
10 BNP activists, including unit This photo was captured in front of Kakrail Church during the clash between police and BNP activists on on Pakistan army
convener and organising secretary, Saturday, 28 October 2023. Photo: Zia Chowdhury base kills 23

As Awami League and BNP rallies meet and clash in the Dhaka streets,
Kakrail has become a spark to tinder has an bus of alleged AL activists is

vandalised and a police booth set on fire.
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Apps that use Al
to undress
women in photos
soaring in use

Skull of huge sea
monster Pliosaur
discovered in

UK's Dorset cliffs

EPZ workers'
minimum wages
set between
Tk12,800-
Tkig4,025 for
different sectors

Bangladeshi
textile millers
seek loan
concession,
increased LC limit

A bus of Asia Line was set on fire in Nightingale intersection in the
capital today.: Photo Saqglain Rizve

Figure 4.6: Screengrab of the photo story on TBS Web
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Project 5

Project Name: Article on off-season watermelon — “The quiet watermelon revolution in
Bagerhat”

Online publication URL.: https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/farmers-bounty-season-
watermelons-701534

Type of Work: Sub-editing

Date of Assignment: 16 September 2023, 2:56 pm
Time of Submission: 16 September 2023, 3:46 pm
Time of Publication: 16 September 2023, 04:40 pm

Project Details: A copy of off-season watermelon cultivation arrived in our TBS Country and
TBS Online email from our in-house correspondent covering Bagerhat. It was around 3 am in
the afternoon and | was about on another news editing process when | was tasked by Yashab
Osama Rahman, my supervisor and Web Editor at The Business Standard (TBS), to transform
the news piece into an engaging feature for our English-speaking readership.

Despite The Business Standard being an English newspaper, all the district correspondents as
well as 80% of the city reporters send their copies in Bangla language in the form of jottings,
discrete information, PDFs, and just pieces of information.

This copy from Ali Akbar Tutul, the Bagerhat correspondent was also of the same kind.
However, once | edited and prepared the copy — which eventually got the district
correspondent a byline afterwards, my supervisor was happy with me as the article was one of
the most-read pieces in that week.

My Roles and Responsibility: My initial role was to translate the copy from Bangla to English
— as the content of the article was little livelihood centric, and a means of new agriculture, in
short, soft content, - my editor wanted me to featurize the article and write in a way so that
readers enjoy the content.

Make a mind map of how I will structure the report. Going through the story to get information.
| informed the news editor to check my copy. My shift was over by 3:30 am but to finish this
project it was 4:10 am. | submitted the copy and my supervisor told me to go home, and he, by
himself, uploaded the copy after a brief revision.

As | had the uploading panel, at usual times, | uploaded my copies on the website after my first
week at TBS.


https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/farmers-bounty-season-watermelons-701534
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/farmers-bounty-season-watermelons-701534
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Later on, | checked the edited copy to understand my mistakes and where | needed to develop
the story better.

Challenges faced: As this was the first time since | joined in September, my supervisor wanted
me to featurise a copy sent by a district correspondent | faced a little trouble. Then verifying
the areas of the places and agricultural terminologies was hard to translate as I didn’t have any
familiarity with this kind of terminologies. So I had to trace back to earlier news — what can be
used — and what not. Three months down the lane when I am writing this report, | feel like 1
have come a long way from not finding words, jargon or terminologies. Moreover, there were
some discrepancies in the information so | had to call reporters and verify the information for
better understanding so that | could portray that in the final report.
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My Edited Copy

Finally Revised Copy

Farmers' with off-season

watermelons

bounty

TBS Report

In the heartland of Bangladesh, a green
revolution is quietly underway. It's not rice
paddies or wheat fields that are garnering
attention, but rather, the lush and juicy
watermelons that hang like ripened treasures
from a unique loft crafted from jute and nylon
threads.

The quiet watermelon revolution in

Bagerhat
TBS Report

In the heartland of Bangladesh, a green
revolution is quietly underway. It's not rice
paddies or wheat fields that are garnering
attention, but rather, the lush and juicy
watermelons that hang like ripened treasures
from a unique loft crafted from jute and nylon
threads.
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From a distance, this picturesque scene might
be mistaken for gourds or pumpkins, but as
one draws closer, the vibrant, multi-hued
watermelons, both small and large, come into
focus. This thriving spectacle is the result of
the hard work and dreams of farmers like
Bimal Chandra Majhi, who has ushered in a
bumper harvest in just four months. Bimal a
humble farmer from Uttar Razapur-Amtala
village in the Sarankhula upazila of Bagerhat,
holds hope that this venture into out-of-
season watermelons will turn out fruitful.

He says, "I do not own any land myself. |
used to farm fish and rice on others' land, and
that's how | used to manage our household.
Inspired by the advice of agriculture
department officials, | started cultivating off-
season watermelons."

The cost of cultivating watermelons,
including seeds, nets, wood, nylon threads,
labour, and fertilizers, amounts to around
50,000tk. Bimal Chandra hopes to sell the
produce for more than 1 lakh taka. Once the
watermelon season is over, the same nets can
be used to grow other vegetables like
pumpkins and bottle gourds.

Regarding the cultivation of off-season
watermelons, Bimal Chandra Mazhi explains
that it is similar to growing bottle gourds or
pumpkins in regular soil. Organic and
chemical fertilizers are used along with the
planting of seeds on the ground. Later, the
root weeds need regular cleaning.

“When there is no rain, water needs to be
supplied. Although it incurs some expenses,
it is worth the effort,” Bimal further added.

However, throughout this watermelon
cultivation process, their assistant agriculture
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officers and upazila agriculture officers have
been supportive. Bimal is hopeful that with a
few more years of successful cultivation,
prosperity will come to their household.

Bipul Chandra Mazhi, Bimal Chandra
Mazhi's son, says, "We have already received
offers from various retailers willing to buy
watermelons at 60tk per kilogram.
Hopefully, we can start selling within the
next two to four days."

However, the story isn't limited to Bimal
Chandra Mazhi alone. Across the southern
regions of the country, many farmers are

venturing into off-season  watermelon
cultivation, enticed by its high vyields,
monetary value, and relative ease of
cultivation.

According to information from the
Department of Agriculture, around 41

hectares of land in the district are now being
used by nearly 400 farmers for off-season
watermelon cultivation.

In the coming year, the area under cultivation
and the number of farmers are expected to
increase, says the district's agriculture
department.

Another farmer, Asim Kumar Tarua, who has
been cultivating watermelons on a 33-satak
plot of land, says, "The yield has been good.
If we can successfully grow off-season
watermelons on a large scale with proper
care, farmers in this region can be
economically benefited."”

Hossainul Islam  Moni, an assistant
agriculture officer in Rayenda Union of
Sarankhola Upazila, explains that they
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always provide comprehensive guidance to
farmers in the field.

In their union, officials keep a constant eye
on off-season watermelon growers. If they
notice any problems or diseases in the plants,
they rush to the field to provide necessary
advice.

Debabrata Sarkar, the Upazila agriculture
officer of Bagerhat, told TBS, that they are

actively collaborating with  off-season
watermelon growers as part of the
agricultural ~ development  projects in

Gopalganj, Khulna, Bagerhat, Satkhira, and
Pirojpur districts.

“Alongside providing training to these
growers, we are also extending support by
providing agricultural equipment. This
support has sparked interest among farmers,
driving their enthusiasm for watermelon
cultivation”, he further added.

Shankar Kumar Majumdar, the deputy
director of the department of Agriculture in
Bagerhat, emphasizes their commitment to
motivating farmers to cultivate high-value
crops consistently.

He explained, “Offering various forms of
guidance and assistance, including technical
expertise, the agriculture department helps
the farmers.”

Consequently, the number of off-season
watermelon growers in the district is steadily
increasing. Currently, approximately 41
farmers are engaged in watermelon
cultivation on 41 hectares of land. The
agriculture department anticipates further
expansion in the future.

farmers in the field.

In their union, officials keep a constant eye
on off-season watermelon growers. If they
notice any problems or diseases in the plants,
they rush to the field to provide necessary
advice.

Debabrata Sarkar, the Upazila agriculture
officer of Bagerhat, told TBS, that they are

actively collaborating with  off-season
watermelon growers as part of the
agricultural ~ development  projects in

Gopalganj, Khulna, Bagerhat, Satkhira, and
Pirojpur districts.

"Alongside providing training to these
growers, we are also extending support by
providing agricultural equipment. This
support has sparked interest among farmers,
driving their enthusiasm for watermelon
cultivation”, he further added.

Shankar Kumar Majumdar, the deputy
director of the department of Agriculture in
Bagerhat, emphasises their commitment to
motivating farmers to cultivate high-value
crops consistently.

He explained, "Offering various forms of
guidance and assistance, including technical
expertise, the agriculture department helps
the farmers."

Consequently, the number of off-season
watermelon growers in the district is steadily
increasing. Currently, approximately 41
farmers are engaged in watermelon
cultivation on 41 hectares of land. The
agriculture department anticipates further
expansion in the future.
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Published copy: https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/farmers-bounty-season-
watermelons-701534

My Mistakes: As I have highlighted in the table view between “my edited copy” and “finally
revised copy” " both versions have a similar title, "Farmers' bounty with off-season
watermelons,” and "The quiet watermelon revolution in Bagerhat." The latter title is more
specific to the region, providing a clearer focus.

Some of the mistakes happened with the TBS style guide.

In terms of the numeric representation, my copy reads that the cost of cultivating watermelons
is represented as "50,000tk™ and "1 lakh taka," while in the revised copy, it's "Tk50,000" and
"Tk1 lakh."

In addition to that, as TBS follow the British form of English, | was not supposed to write

fertilizer, rather I should have written fertiliser, with “s” not “z”. The same goes for “program”
and “programme.”

My Learnings:

e Translating content from Bangla to English while maintaining its essence and adapting
it for diverse readerships.
Transforming a factual piece into an engaging narrative for readers.
Adhering to the house style guide.
Working beyond shift hours to complete the project highlighted the importance of time
management and meeting deadlines in a fast-paced news environment.
Collaborating with editors and receiving feedback on works.
Reviewing the edited copy to identify mistakes and areas for improvement.
Crafting content in a way that resonates with readers' preferences and interests.

& W orsbrom says: i 9 1 $EE0E.doc

Figure 5.1: Screengrab of the forwarded email sent to me assigning the task
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. Farmers' bounty with off-season watermelons
i oppeor b h TBS Report 9
in the heartiand of Bangladesh, a green revolution is quietly underway. Its not rice
s that are garnering attention, but rather, the lush and juicy
nipened treasures from a unique loft crafted from jute and +
nylon threads

From a distance, this picturesque scene might be mistaken for gourds or pumpkins, but
as one draws closer, the vibrant, multi-hued watermelons,
nto focus. This thriving spectace is the resuit of the hard wor
ike Bimal Chandra Majhi, who has ushered in a bumper harvest in just four months
Bimal a humble farmer from Uttar Rajapur-Amtala village in the Sarankhola upazila of
Bagerhat, holds hope that this venture into out-of-season watermelons will tun out
fruitfu

He says, "I do not own any land myself | used to farm fish and rice on others' land, and
how | used to manage our household. Inspired by the advice of agriculture
department officials, | started cultivating off.season watermeions *

The cost of cultivating watermelons, including seeds. nets, wood, nylon threads, labour,
and fertihizers, amounts to around 50,000tk. Bimal Chandra hopes to sell the produce
for more than 1 lakh taka. Once the watermelon season is over, the same nets can be
used 1o grow other vegetabies like pumpkins and bottle gourds

Regarding the cultivation of off-season watermelons, Bimal Chandra Mazhi explains
2 that it is similar to growing bottle gourds or pumpkins in regular soil Organic and
chemical fertiizers are used along with the planting of seeds on the ground. Later, the
100t weeds need regular cleaning

When there is no
s worth the effor

in, water needs o be supplied. Although it incurs some expenses, it
Bimal further added

However, throughout this watermelon cultivation process, their assistant agriculture
officers and upazila agriculture officers have been supportive. Bimal s hopeful that with
afew more years of successful cultivation, prosperity will come to their household.

n P Type here to search
Figure 5.2: Screengrab of the Google Docs page when | finished working on the report
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Mixed prices in Dhaka's beef
market despite set rate
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Israel rejects calls
for ceasefire at
UN Security
Council meeting

Salman F Rahman attends Global
Economic Policy Forum in Delhi

Momen writes to UN, seeks its
‘constructive, collaborative' role
amid 'unwarranted political
pressure'

US sanctions
could threaten
SDG financing:
Economists

Islami Andolan Bangladesh brings

out procession demanding
cancellation of JS polls schedule

Onion price goes
up in Bangladesh
after India

| extends export
74% university admission seekers A fammer from Uttar Rajapur-Amiala village in the Syrankbola upazila of Bagerhat cultivates out-of season restrictions

Figure 5.3: Screengrab of the published article of the report with the correspondent’s byline
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Project 6

Project Name: An in-depth article on recently rising job scams — “Rise in work-from-home
job scams in Bangladesh”

Online publication URL: https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/crime/rise-work-home-job-
scams-bangladesh-what-you-need-know-705162

Type of Work: Reporting

Assignment Date: 19 September 2023
Submission Time: 21 September 2023
Publication Time: 22 September 2023, 03:00 pm

Project Details: | initiated an article idea to my supervisor after seeing a text message on my
phone that carried an enticing message from an unknown sender offering a daily wage of
Tk2,000 for a part-time job. Immediately, some of my other colleagues also responded as they
too received such messages. Then my supervisor assigned me to prepare an in-depth story with
quotes talking with people such as cyber experts, and law enforcement agencies.

My Roles and Responsibility:

| had to research the scam technique — and how it operates. My task included seeking out a
seasoned cyber expert and establishing contact with both their information and the cyber
investigative cell within the police force. As a novice journalist, my initial challenge lay in
procuring these contacts, prompting me to enlist the aid of our crime beat reporter to facilitate
this crucial network building.

Then | had to prepare a mind map — how to approach the story — what my objectives are —
- and what my angle is — for that, | had to seek help from my supervisor. | prepared interview
questions according to my angle and talked with a Dhaka University professor who is widely
considered a cyber expert and also talked with the Cyber Police Center (CPC). Then I had to
write the story according to what the expert said, and what my research found out.

Challenges faced: | wanted to experience the process of how the scam operates through myself
intentionally stepping into the trap. 1 did — but due to the lengthy process of it, | could really
experience it firsthand. However, eventually, | got to know talking with the cyber cell of police
and a cyber expert — a Dhaka University professor. Even reaching out to them at their
convenient time, especially talking with the SP of the cyber police centre was a little
challenging — as it was my first time reaching out to police personnel for a report like this.


https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/crime/rise-work-home-job-scams-bangladesh-what-you-need-know-705162
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/crime/rise-work-home-job-scams-bangladesh-what-you-need-know-705162
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First Raw Copy

Final Edited Copy

Rise in deceptive work-from-home job
scams in Bangladesh

TBS Report

With inflation on the rise and a growing
unemployment  crisis, Bangladesh s
witnessing a spike in fraudulent activities in
its cyberspace, most of which are linked to
bogus work-from-home job opportunities.

These scams take advantage of people's
desire for remote work and financial stability,
particularly through deceptive messages sent
via. SMS and WhatsApp, promising
substantial daily earnings for minimal effort
and time.

What's even more concerning is that the
headhunters of these online scams contact
people without any selection, even those
individuals who weren't looking for a job in
the first place get offered attractive job
opportunities.

For instance, Humayun Kabir, a banking
professional, and Nayeem, a university
student, have both been enticed by such
offers flooding their messaging platforms.

Humayun recently received an enticing
message from an unknown sender offering a
daily wage of Tk2000 for a part-time job.

Similarly, Nayeem received a message that
read, "There is a part-time job, you can use
your mobile phone to operate at home, you
can earn 200-3000tk a day, 10-30 minutes a
day, waiting for you to join. Reply 1 and click
the link to join us ASAP."

Rise in work-from-home job scams in
Bangladesh: What you need to know

Standfirst: Amid inflation, work-from-
home scams have become increasingly
common in Bangladesh, with people falling
prey to fraudulent schemes that promise easy
money

TBS Report

With inflation on the rise and a growing
unemployment  crisis, Bangladesh s
witnessing a spike in fraudulent activities in
its cyberspace, most of which are linked to
bogus work-from-home job opportunities.

These scams take advantage of people's
desire for remote work and financial
instability, particularly through deceptive
messages sent via SMS and WhatsApp,
promising substantial daily earnings for
minimal effort and time.

What's even more concerning is that the
headhunters of these online scams contact
people without any selection, even those
individuals who are not looking for a job in
the first place get offered lucrative job
opportunities.

For instance, Humayun Kabir, a banking
professional, and Nayem, a university
student, have both been enticed by such scam
offers flooding their messaging platforms.

Humayun recently received an enticing
message from an unknown sender offering a
daily wage of Tk2,000 for a part-time job.

Similarly, Nayem received a message that
read, "There is a part-time job, you can use
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However, these tantalising job offers don’t
just lead to disappointment — they are fraught
with danger. The included links, when
clicked, lead to a WhatsApp chat or re-direct
the user to a scam-ridden website that
threatens to compromise sensitive data or
ploy to steal the unsuspecting target’s money.

In some extreme cases, these links can even
provide total control of the users' device to
the scammer.

Cybersecurity expert Professor BM Mainul
Hossain at the Institute of Information
Technology of Dhaka University advises
caution regarding such suspicious offers.

“It's crucial to verify any too-good-to-be-true
job offers independently and refrain from
clicking on unsolicited links. The cyber
crooks are using social engineering
techniques to trick people into providing
sensitive information ”, the professor says.

How the work-from-home scam operates

The cyber expert explains, "Not all of them
have the intention to steal data. Sometimes,
there's an individual who engages in chat
conversations and even conducts seemingly
professional interviews. In certain cases,
these fraudsters may initially offer small
sums of money, only to later entice victims to
invest significant amounts, and then abruptly
cut off all communication."

He further described how scammers put their
victims in a group on a messaging app called
Telegram. In this group, they make fake
websites that look super real, like fancy
crypto trading sites. The scammers ask
victims to send them money and complete

your mobile phone to operate at home, you
can earn Tk200-3,000 a day, 10-30 minutes a
day, waiting for you to join. Reply 1 and click
the link to join us ASAP."

However, these tantalising job offers don't
just lead to disappointment — they are fraught
with danger. The included links, when
clicked, lead to a WhatsApp chat or re-direct
the user to a scam-ridden website that
threatens to compromise sensitive data or
ploy to steal the unsuspecting target's money.

In some extreme cases, these links can even
provide total control of the users' device to
the scammer.

Cybersecurity expert Professor BM Mainul
Hossain at the Institute of Information
Technology of Dhaka University advises
caution regarding such suspicious offers.

"It's crucial to verify any too-good-to-be-true
job offers independently and refrain from
clicking on unsolicited links. The cyber
crooks are using social engineering
techniques to trick people into providing
sensitive information”, the professor says.

How the work-from-home scam operates

"Not all of them have the intention to steal
data. Sometimes, there's an individual who
engages in chat conversations and even
conducts seemingly professional interviews.
In certain cases, these fraudsters may initially
offer small sums of money, only to later
entice victims to invest significant amounts,
and then abruptly cut off all communication,"
explains BM Mainul Hossain.

He further described how scammers put their
victims in a group on a messaging app called
Telegram. In that group, they make fake
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certain tasks in order to multiply their
investment.

To make it even more deceptive, scammers
make fake online wallets to trick victims into
thinking their money is safe.”

Professor Moinul emphasises keeping
devices updated with the latest security
features and software and not installing
unverified third-party applications.

When The Business Standard asked the
Cyber Police Center (CPC) of Bangladesh
Police whether they acknowledge this scam
as a threat or not, they replied positively and
said, “The latest rise in such deceptive
messages is on their radar, and CPC has been
working tirelessly to track down these
fraudsters.”

They urge the public to report any such
suspicious activities to the authorities.

According to CPC, these types of scams in
Bangladesh’s cyberscape were driven during
the COVID-19 pandemic as people stayed
home and carried out more internet
transactions. Now it has started all over
again.

Police say “These messages are not only
circulated through SMS or Whatsapp or
Social Media, now the headhuntersscammers
are targeting-scam-operating through email as
well to make it seemingly more
professional.”

People often find themselves stuck in this
scheme, sending money every day.
Sometimes, they end up losing all the money
they've saved up over their whole life. Some

websites that look super real, like fancy
crypto trading sites. The scammers ask
victims to send them money and complete
certain tasks in order to multiply their
investment.

To make it even more deceptive, scammers
make fake online wallets to trick victims into
thinking their money is safe."

The cybersecurity expert shed a concerning
reality, "These SMS scams don't just come as
job offers, they may appear in the form of
business deals or offers to go abroad with
lucrative packages."

Is the scam too hard to combat?

Professor Mainul emphasises keeping
devices updated with the latest security
features and software and not installing
unverified third-party applications.

He points out that mobile network operators
could play a role in combating this potential
scam by identifying and flagging such
messages.

However, Prof Mainul notes a decline in their
interest in providing customers with this
service, saying, "To detect these obvious
scamming methods, where a message is
being sent to thousands of people every day,
containing an unsolicited link and promises
of money, sim companies wouldn't need to
build any complex algorithms; it can be
easily identified and blocked."

The cybersecurity expert stresses that such an
investment by sim companies in flagging
these scam messages could further enhance
customer trust and their brand reputation.

"With proper acknowledgement of this scam
and efforts of relevant bodies such as
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even borrow money from their friends, and it
all disappears into this scam.

A global cyber epidemic

Bangladesh is not alone in facing this issue;
job-related scams have surged worldwide.

The United States reported a nearly threefold
increase in job and employment agency-
related scams from 2020 to 2021, from 7,324
to 21,848 in the third quarter of each year,
according to a report published in the Los
Angeles Times on 23 January 2023.

According to another report in the
Washington Post on 27 January 2023 asserts
that job-related scams cost Americans
approximately $2 billion every year, as stated
by the Better Business Bureau.

It further reads that the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) received over 22,000
reports of employment fraud between July
and September of 2022 alone, resulting in
total losses amounting to $78 million.

Similarly, Canada's Edmonton Police Service
received 148 reports of employment scams in
2022, resulting in a financial loss of
$359,831.

In India, over 30,000 people lost 200 crore
rupees (over $24 million) in January through
work-from-home scams falsely representing
reputed e-commerce companies, Times of
India reported quoting Delhi Police source on
28 January 2023.

An October 2022 study by messaging
security provider SlashNext analyzed billions
of link-based URLs, and attachments, and
natural language messages in email, mobile

flagging of sim operators and monitoring of
Cyber Police Center and other cyber security
agencies, preventing this scam should not be
a huge challenge," says Mainul Hossain.

When The Business Standard asked the
Cyber Police Center (CPC) of the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) whether
they acknowledge this scam as a threat or not,
they replied positively and said, "The latest
rise in such deceptive messages is on their
radar, and CPC has been working tirelessly to
track down these fraudsters."

They urge the public to report any such
suspicious activities to the authorities.

According to CPC, these types of scams in
Bangladesh's cyberscape were driven during
the COVID-19 pandemic as people stayed
home and became more inclined to internet
transactions. Now it has started all over
again.

Police say "These messages are not only
circulated through SMS or Whatsapp or
social media, scammers are operating
through email as well to make it seemingly
more professional."

People often find themselves stuck in this
scheme, sending money every day.
Sometimes, they end up losing all the money
they've saved up over their whole life. Some
even borrow money from their friends, and it
all disappears into this scam.

A global cyber epidemic

Bangladesh is not alone in facing this issue;
job-related scams have surged worldwide.

The United States reported a nearly threefold
increase in job and employment agency-
related scams from 2020 to 2021, from 7,324
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and browser channels over six months, and
found more than 255 million attacks. That’s
a 61% increase in the rate of phishing attacks
compared with 2021.

The study revealed that cybercriminals are
shifting their attacks to mobile and personal
communication channels to reach users. It
showed a 50% increase in attacks on mobile
devices, with scams and credential theft at the
top of the list of payloads.

to 21,848 in the third quarter of each year,
according to a report published in the Los
Angeles Times on 23 January 2023.

Another report in the Washington Post on 27
January 2023 asserts that job-related scams
on the internet cost Americans approximately
$2 billion every year, as stated by the Better
Business Bureau.

It further reads that the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) received over 22,000
reports of cyber employment fraud between
July and September of 2022 alone, resulting
in total losses amounting to $78 million.

Similarly, Canada's Edmonton Police Service
received 148 reports of employment scams in
2022, resulting in a financial loss of
$359,831.

In India, over 30,000 people lost 200 crore
rupees (over $24 million) in January through
work-from-home scams falsely representing
reputed e-commerce companies, Times of
India reported quoting a Delhi Police source
on 28 January 2023.

An October 2022 study by messaging
security provider SlashNext analysed billions
of link-based URLSs, attachments, and natural
language messages in email, mobile and
browser channels over a six-month period,
and found more than 255 million attacks.
That's a 61% increase in the rate of phishing
attacks compared with 2021.

The study revealed that cybercriminals are
shifting their attacks to mobile and personal
communication channels to reach users. It
showed a 50% increase in attacks on mobile
devices, with scams and credential theft at the
top of the list of payloads.
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Internet scams are far from new

It's worth noting that internet scams continue
to evolve alongside technology, and schemes
similar to these have been occurring for a
while now.

For instance, Nigeria was at the centre of
infamous scam operations in the '90s known
as "419 scams" or "Nigerian prince scams."

These scams involved an email from a
"Nigerian prince" asking the recipient for
help to claim his "fortune" at the expense of
personal banking details.

Common fake job scam techniques

e Scammers create phoney job ads on
job websites or social media to lure
job seekers with attractive offers.

e Scammers pretend to be genuine
companies, offering fake job
positions or promotions.

e Scammers send unsolicited messages
via SMS, WhatsApp, or email, falsely
claiming job offers.

e Scammers send emails that look real,
asking for personal or financial
information like bank details.

e Scammers request payment or
deposits for interviews or processing,
disguised as refunds or fees.

e Scammers use stolen information for
identity theft or fraud.

e Scammers ask for money upfront for
training or services, then vanish,
leaving victims without jobs or
money.

Essential safety measures

e Do not open any links.
e Do not respond to the sender or
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provide personal or financial details.
e |f unsure of a message's legitimacy,
contact the sender through verified
contact details, such as an official
website or app.
e Report to the Cyber Police Center and
delete suspicious messages.

My Mistakes:

Some sentences were lengthy and complex, making the information harder to follow.
Certain sentences were overly wordy and could be simplified without losing the essence
of the message.

Some paragraphs could benefit from restructuring for better flow and coherence.

The absence of subheadings or distinct sections made the content appear dense and less
structured.

Certain sections contained an overload of detailed information, which might
overwhelm readers.

There were instances where the focus deviated from the main message about work-
from-home scams, which could distract readers.

Refining these areas could help streamline the content, making it more engaging and
easier for readers to grasp the key points about work-from-home scams in Bangladesh.
Not adding enough background initially.

My learnings:

Ensure that writing is clear, concise, and easily understandable. Complex language or
convoluted sentences can confuse readers.

Maintain a clear focus on the main message or topic throughout the report.

Avoid including excessive details that might distract from the central theme.

Use of subheadings, bullet points, or distinct sections to organise information.

Check for repeated information or unnecessary repetitions.

While providing examples and details is important, ensure they are relevant and add
value.

Always proofread before submission of work to align with house standards.



Page |65

¢ BM Moinul Cyber expert DU - SSP CPC - CID
01911489984 Bangladesh 01320-010082 Bangladesh

9-21 8:36 AM 2 R
M Moinul Cyber expert D 1A A
Good morning sir, | am Mehedi

from The Business Standard. We

are running a story on the 'Rise Good morning sir, | am Mehedi
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We earlier tried to reach you few
times but maybe in your busy times.
Apology for that. Can you kindly
manage 5-10 minutes time for over
the phone conversation? Thanks.

Sep 21 8:58 AM

+8801911489984 A1

Outgoing: 7m 40s @ >

2 921 8:58 AM

Sep 20 8:05 PM

01911489984 71

Didn't connect 2 >

Figure 6.1: Screengrab of how | reached out to the cyber expert and Cyber Police Center
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® Mehedi Hasan Marof
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promising substantial daily earnings for minimal effort and time.
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What's even more concemning is that the headhunters cf these online scams contact
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people without any selection, even those individuals who are not locking for a job in
the first place get offered lucrative job opportunities.
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For instance, Tajul Islam, a banking professional, and Nayeem, a university student, ¥/ Mehed Hosen Morof
have both been enticed by such scam offers flocding their messaging platforms.

» 20 September, 10:27
Tajul recently received an enticing message from an unknown sender offering a daily ® Mahedi Hasan Marof
wage of Tk2000 for a part-time job.

Similarly, Nayegm received a message that read, "There 'i‘ﬁf"j‘!"{‘? Job, you can Shaw changes
Figure 6.2: Screengrab of the editing panel showcasing how many major revisions | had to go
through
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How the work-from-home scam operates

"Not all of them have the intention to steal data. Sometimes, there's an
individual who engages in chat conversations and even conducts seemingly
professional interviews. In certain cases, these fraudsters may initially offer
small sums of money, only to later entice victims to invest significant
amounts, and then abruptly cut off all communication," explains BM Mainul
Hossain.

He further described how scammers put their victims in a group on a
messaging app called Telegram. In that group, they make fake websites that
look super real, like fancy crypto trading sites. The scammers ask victims to
send them money and complete certain tasks in order to multiply their
investment.

To make it even more deceptive, scammers make fake online wallets to trick
victims into thinking their money is safe."

The cybersecurity expert shed a concerning reality, "These SMS scams don't
just come as job offers, they may appear in the form of business deals or offers
to go abroad with lucrative packages."

Is the scam too hard to combat?

Professor Mainul emphasises keeping devices updated with the latest security

Figure 6.4: Screengrab of the published version of the article that shows how with subheads the
article has been crafted for a better reader experience
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Project 7
Project Name: Article on “How food delivery men survive Dhaka’s storms”

Online publication URL: https://www.tbsnews.net/features/unexpected-rain-unexpected-
expense-how-food-delivery-men-survive-dhakas-storms-709034

Type of Work: Feature Article

Assignment Date: 27 September 2023
Submission Time: 29 September 2023
Publication Time: 29 September 2023, 02:10 pm

Project Details: As the country was experiencing incessant rainfall all day around late
September, the day wage earners like Food Delivery Men were the ones who took a grappling
toll on themselves as the people needed food sitting in their homes amid rain — while the
delivery men too have to struggle amid rain and waterlogging.

| pitched the idea to my supervisor and he immediately assigned me praising the concept to
work on the project as soon as possible, to talk with some food delivery men and come up with
a humane angle story.

Earlier there were several copies that | sub-edited that went into print, and several bylines went
online —but luckily this was the story that was published in the next day’s print with my byline;
the Chief News Editor Harun Ur Rashid made sure this goes on print after reading it online as
he liked the article. | received appreciation for the content not just from my immediate
supervisors —- but from all the top editors and top executives at The Business Standard for
this story. Since then, despite being a sub-editor on the news desk which requires me to sub-
edit copies for 7 hours for a day’s shift, I was given the freedom to pitch my stories and be
allocated time to execute the story from my shift hours.

My Roles and Responsibility: My initial role after pitching the story was to go out and look
for Foodpanda riders and talk with them. | prepared a mind map on what should be my approach
to the story and how to develop it. What are the areas | need to cover? So, | jotted down the
keywords that I am looking to accomplish and eventually, I discussed them with several riders.
| discussed it with them and then wrote the initial draft to my supervisor. However, in the
meantime, | had to assign our photographers to capture a picture of a delivery rider in the rain.

Challenges faced: Firstly, manoeuvring through the incessant rain to connect with these riders
wasn’t easy. To approach them to share the story behind delivering food was very awkward —
as none of them initially feeling comfortable sharing it with to press.


https://www.tbsnews.net/features/unexpected-rain-unexpected-expense-how-food-delivery-men-survive-dhakas-storms-709034
https://www.tbsnews.net/features/unexpected-rain-unexpected-expense-how-food-delivery-men-survive-dhakas-storms-709034
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Raw Copy

Revised Copy

Dhaka’s ceaseless rain raises worries for
Foodpanda riders

Mehedi Hasan Marof

Amidst the relentless monsoon rains that
have plagued Dhaka over the past few
months, a group of resilient individuals wage
daily battles against unrelenting torrential
rains, waterlogged streets, and the ticking
clock of food deliveries.

Engulfed in their pink-ash polos, helmet-
masked faces, and jumbo-sized backpacks
filled with other people’s warm meals, these
riders paint an emblematic picture of
perseverance against nature's dramas and life
amid inflation’s demands.

The Business Standard zeroed in on one such
rider, Hasan, a private university student by
day and a Foodpanda delivery boy by night.

Each day, he confidently navigates the
labyrinthine streets of Bangladesh’s capital,
undeterred by the obstacles that arise at every
turn. His daily routine shifts from lectures
and books to the whirring wheels of his
delivery motorbike, a routine that is under
perpetual threat from Dhaka's recent,
unrelenting downpours.

Over the past few weeks, Dhaka has been a
stage to the wrath nature in the form of
persistent and frequent torrential downpours.

Just a week ago on 21 September, the capital
experienced a nightmarish scenario as 14
hours after the rain stopped, many areas in
Dhaka, including Azimpur, New Market,
Bangshal Road, Old Dhaka, Jurain, Badda,

, | . . s f
Foodpanda-riders

An unexpected rain, an unexpected
expense: How food delivery men survive
Dhaka’s storms

Mehedi Hasan Marof

Hasan had been stranded for hours, his
jumbo-sized backpack now resting against
his arm.

The rain continued to batter the surroundings
around him, with Marof seeking shelter at the
nearest shade.

His parcel, a hot meal, was slowly turning
cold. As impatience grew on the other side of
his phone, Hasan’s countenance was a
mixture of anxiety and frustration.

"My bike is wedged in the water reaching up
to its exhaust," Hasan, a university student by
day and a food delivery man by night, said,
his eyes glazed with the shadows of past
memories.

"You start to question your choices; your
safety. However, the thought of failing a
hungry  customer waiting on their
meal...that’s not an option.”

A group of resilient individuals wage daily
battles against unrelenting torrential rains
battering the capital, braving waterlogged
streets and gridlocked roads to ensure timely
delivery of hot meals to your doorsteps.

As they trudge through the roads on bicycles,
their backpacks around them, these food
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Mirpur-12,  Mirpur-2, Dakshin  Khan

reportedly were still underwater.

This widespread waterlogging poses a
formidable challenge to Foodpanda riders
navigating these sea-like streets on their two-
wheelers.

"I have been stranded for hours, my bike
wedged in water reaching up to its exhaust,
my mind plagued with thoughts of the
simmering dish in my delivery bag losing its
warmth," shares Hasan, his eyes glazed with
the shadows of past memories.

"You start to question your choices, your
safety. However, the thought of failing a
hungry  customer waiting on their
meal...that’s not an option.”

Their income is heavily reliant on successful
deliveries. A Foodpanda rider is paid by
distance. Earns approximately Tk700-800
for 10 hours of work.

Meanwhile, another such app-based food
delivery service Pathao pays Tk40 to Tk60
per delivery. Riders earn up to Tk1,000 on
workdays, approximately Tk15,000 a month.

Hasan elaborates, "The moment we accept an
order, an invisible clock starts ticking. Under
clear skies, it's a race against time. But when
it's pouring, time is not the only foe."

During heavy rain, every delivery carries the
added concern of food going cold, orders
being cancelled, subsequent reductions in
their commission, and the risk of receiving
poor customer reviews.

"There's this cold dread when the rain starts
falling — not for me, but for the food I'm

delivery men have become an emblematic
picture of perseverance against nature, an
constant battle in the climate change hotspot
known as Bangladesh.

While rains trap people in homes, offices, or
traffic, these aren’t options for folks like
Hasan.

Their income is heavily reliant on successful
deliveries. A food delivery man on average is
paid by distance and successful delivery,
earning approximately Tk700-800 for 10
hours of work.

Each day, heHasan confidently navigates the
labyrinthine streets of Bangladesh’s capital,
undeterred by the obstacles that arise at every
turn. His daily routine shifts from lectures
and books to the whirring wheels of his
delivery motorbike, a routine that is under
perpetual threat from Dhaka's recent,
unrelenting downpours.

A debilitating delay
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carrying, There are some customers who lose
patience when we make a little delay. They
may even cancel orders or express
frustration..." he laments.

Each cancelled order due to delays translates
to lost income, and every negative review
further affects their livelihoods. This is the
harsh reality these riders face on rainy days.

Another fighter in pink, Sanjib recounts,
"Few days back in the evening when the
West Rajabajar area of Dhanmondi was half
down in the water, | had to deliver food on
foot, walking a kilometre or so in waist-deep
water. The food reached late, cold... but it
reached. | stumbled that day, but I didn't
stop.”

Every successful food delivery under the
turbulent skies of monsoon marks a small
victory for them.

Continuing from Sanjib's experiences, Rasel,
another Foodpanda rider, offers a somewhat
distinct yet equally challenging viewpoint.

"Each delivery cancelled due to the delay
imposed by rains equated to lost income.
Those cancelled orders or bad reviews haunt
me more than the daunting, waterlogged
pathways," Rasel shares ruefully.

The financial setbacks echo deeper into the
lives of these riders. Their Foodpanda
incomes serve purposes beyond belly-filling
food deliveries - covering house rents, daily
expenses, family = commitments, and
sometimes even cascading into the domain of
dreams.

"Every penny counts in this city," says
Hasan. His part-time Foodpanda job

Over the past few weeks, Dhaka has been a
stage to the wrath of nature in the form of
persistent and frequent torrential downpours.

Just a week ago on 21 September, the capital
experienced a nightmarish scenario as 14
hours after the rain stopped, many areas in
Dhaka, including Azimpur, New Market,
Bangshal Road, Old Dhaka, Jurain, Badda,
Mirpur-12,  Mirpur-2, Dakshin  Khan
reportedly were still underwater.

This widespread waterlogging poses a
formidable challenge to Feedpanda
ridersdelivery men navigating these sea-like
streets on their two-wheelers.
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the shadows of past- memories.

Hasan-elaberates-""The moment we accept an
order, an invisible clock starts ticking. Under
clear skies, it's a race against time. But when
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supplements his tuition fees paid by his
parents as they can only afford to cover his
tuition fees, leaving him responsible for his
own living expenses. Being a Foodpanda
rider has become his lifeline.

"I adhere to a strict budget. As unexpected as
those rains are an unexpected expense. It's
the same sinking feeling," says Hasan.

Sanjib, whose household depends on his
earnings, mirrors Hasan's anxieties on a more
amplified scale. "Each low-earning day due
to rain pushes the needle on our home budget.
It's a silent storm in my head on those rainy
days — would we have enough for
tomorrow?"

Rasel, despite having a daytime job, relies on
his nightmare food deliveries to make ends
meet. "Every additional taka | earn counts in
the steep rents and soaring prices of Dhaka."

Their struggle against unpredictable weather
and economic vulnerabilities paints a portrait
of resilience on Dhaka's canvas, eloquently
narrated through the stories of Hasan, Sanjib,
and Rasel, along with many others
navigating similar challenges in their daily
lives.

In the midst of flooding streets, mounting
challenges, and the fluctuating nature of their
earnings, they stand as a testament to Dhaka's
enduring spirit.

"Rain or shine, we got you covered,” as
Foodpanda’s slogan goes, and these food
delivery riders exemplify the unwavering
commitment to deliver, no matter the
weather or circumstances.

it's pouring, time is not the only foe-," Hasan
said.

During heavy rain, every delivery carries the
added concern ef-foed-geing-cold.of orders
being cancelled, subsequent reductions in
their commission, and the risk of receiving
poor customer reviews.

"There's this cold dread when the rain starts
falling — not for me, but for the food I'm
carrying;. There are some customers who
lose patience when we make a little delay.
They may even cancel orders or express
frustration...," he lamentsed.

Each cancelled order due to delays translates
to lost income, and every negative review
further affects their livelihoods. This is the
harsh reality these riders face on rainy days.

Another-fighter-inpink delivery man, Sanjib

recounts;ed: "Few days back in the evening
when the West Rajabajzar area of
Dhanmondi was half dewnsunk in the water,
| had to deliver food on foot, walking a
kilometre or so in waist-deep water. The food
reached late, cold... but it reached. | stumbled
that day, but I didn't stop.”

Every successful food delivery under the
turbulent skies of monsoon marks a small
victory for them.

Continuing from Sanjib's experiences, Rasel,
another Feedpanda-delivery manrider, offers
a somewhat distinct yet equally challenging
viewpoint.

"Each delivery cancelled due to the delay
imposed by rains equateds to lost income.
Those cancelled orders or bad reviews haunt
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"Every paddle through the flooded streets,
every successful delivery is our testament
that we, Dhaka, and its people are resilient.”

me more than the daunting, waterlogged
pathways," Rasel shares ruefully.

These financial setbacks echo deeper into the
lives of these riders.

The cost of resiliency

It’s not easy living on a daily income, more
so in times of raging inflation. Fheir

Foodpanda incomes serve purposes beyond

"Every penny counts in this city,” says
Hasan. His part-time Foedpandadelivery job
supplements histhe tuition fees paid by his
parents as they can only afford to cover his
tuition-feesthose, leaving him responsible for
his own living expenses.

The delivery job is a lifeline, Hasan feels.
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"I adhere to a strict budget. Asn unexpected
as—these—rains—are—anrain is an unexpected
expense. It's the same sinking feeling,” says
Hasan.

Sanjib, whose household depends on his
earnings, mirrors Hasan's anxieties on a more
amplified scale. "Each low-earning day due
to rain pushes the needle on our home budget.
It's a silent storm in my head on those rainy
days — would we have enough for
tomorrow?"

Rasel, despite having a daytime job, relies on
his nightmare-food deliveries to make ends
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meet. "Every additional taka I earn counts in
the steep rents and soaring prices of Dhaka."

Their struggle against unpredictable weather
and economic vulnerabilities paints a portrait
of resilience on Dhaka's canvas, eloquently
narrated through the stories of Hasan, Sanjib,
and Rasel, along with many others
navigating similar challenges in their daily
lives.

In the midst of flooding streets, mounting
challenges, and the fluctuating nature of their
earnings, they stand as a testament to Dhaka's
enduring spirit.

"Every paddle through the flooded streets,
every successful delivery is our testament
that we, Dhaka, and its people are resilient:,”
Hasan concludes.

Published copy:
An unexpected rain, an unexpected expense: How food delivery men survive Dhaka’s storms

Mehedi Hasan Marof
Hasan had been stranded for hours, his jumbo-sized backpack now resting against his arm.

The rain continued to batter the surroundings around him, with Hasan seeking shelter at the
nearest shade.

His parcel, a hot meal, was slowly turning cold. As impatience grew on the other side of his
phone, Hasan's countenance was a mixture of anxiety and frustration.

"My bike is wedged in the water reaching up to its exhaust," Hasan, a university student by day
and a food delivery man by night, said, his eyes glazed with the shadows of past memories.
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"You start to question your choices; your safety. However, the thought of failing a hungry
customer waiting on their meal...that's not an option."

A group of resilient individuals wage daily battles against unrelenting torrential rains battering
the capital, braving waterlogged streets and gridlocked roads to ensure timely delivery of hot
meals to your doorsteps.

As they trudge through the roads on bicycles, their backpacks around them, these food delivery
men have become an emblematic picture of perseverance against nature, a constant battle in
the climate change hotspot known as Bangladesh.

While rains trap people in homes, offices, or traffic, these aren't options for folks like Hasan.

Their income is heavily reliant on successful deliveries. A food delivery man on average is
paid by distance and successful delivery, earning approximately Tk700-800 for 10 hours of
work.

Each day, Hasan confidently navigates the labyrinthine streets of Bangladesh's capital,
undeterred by the obstacles that arise at every turn. His daily routine shifts from lectures and
books to the whirring wheels of his delivery motorbike, a routine that is under perpetual threat
from Dhaka's recent, unrelenting downpours.

A debilitating delay

Over the past few weeks, Dhaka has been a stage to the wrath of nature in the form of persistent
and frequent torrential downpours.

Just a week ago on 21 September, the capital experienced a nightmarish scenario as 14 hours
after the rain stopped, many areas in Dhaka, including Azimpur, New Market, Bangshal Road,
Old Dhaka, Jurain, Badda, Mirpur-12, Mirpur-2, Dakshin Khan reportedly were still
underwater.

This widespread waterlogging poses a formidable challenge to delivery men navigating these
sea-like streets on their two-wheelers.

"The moment we accept an order, an invisible clock starts ticking. Under clear skies, it's a race
against time. But when it's pouring, time is not the only foe," Hasan said.

During heavy rain, every delivery carries the added concern of orders being cancelled,
subsequent reductions in their commission, and the risk of receiving poor customer reviews.

"There's this cold dread when the rain starts falling — not for me, but for the food I'm carrying.
There are some customers who lose patience when we make a little delay. They may even
cancel orders or express frustration...," he lamented.
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Each cancelled order due to delays translates to lost income, and every negative review further
affects their livelihoods. This is the harsh reality these riders face on rainy days.

Another delivery man, Sanjib recounted: "Few days back in the evening when the West
Rajabazar area of Dhanmondi was half sunk in the water, | had to deliver food on foot, walking
a kilometre or so in waist-deep water. The food reached late, cold... but it reached. | stumbled
that day, but I didn't stop."”

Every successful food delivery under the turbulent skies of monsoon marks a small victory for
them.

Continuing from Sanjib's experiences, Rasel, another delivery man, offers a somewhat distinct
yet equally challenging viewpoint.

"Each delivery cancelled due to the delay imposed by rains equates to lost income. Those
cancelled orders or bad reviews haunt me more than the daunting, waterlogged pathways,"
Rasel shares ruefully.

These financial setbacks echo deeper into the lives of these riders.

The cost of resiliency

It's not easy living on a daily income, more so in times of raging inflation.

"Every penny counts in this city," says Hasan. His part-time delivery job supplements the
tuition fees paid by his parents as they can only afford to cover his those, leaving him
responsible for his own living expenses.

The delivery job is a lifeline, Hasan feels.

"I adhere to a strict budget. An unexpected rain is an unexpected expense. It's the same sinking
feeling," says Hasan.

Sanjib, whose household depends on his earnings, mirrors Hasan's anxieties on a more
amplified scale. "Each low-earning day due to rain pushes the needle on our home budget. It's
a silent storm in my head on those rainy days — would we have enough for tomorrow?"

Rasel, despite having a daytime job, relies on his food deliveries to make ends meet. "Every
additional taka I earn counts in the steep rents and soaring prices of Dhaka."”

Their struggle against unpredictable weather and economic vulnerabilities paints a portrait of
resilience on Dhaka's canvas, eloguently narrated through the stories of Hasan, Sanjib, and
Rasel, along with many others navigating similar challenges in their daily lives.
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In the midst of flooding streets, mounting challenges, and the fluctuating nature of their
earnings, they stand as a testament to Dhaka's enduring spirit.

"Every paddle through the flooded streets, every successful delivery is our testament that we,
Dhaka, and its people are resilient,” Hasan concludes.

My mistakes:

In my copy, | started the article with a detailed description of the rain's impact on
Foodpanda riders. Meanwhile, my supervisor initiated the article with a specific scene
involving a character, providing a more immediate engagement.

I also included repetitive scenarios or descriptions, making the content verbose and less
engaging by repeating details unnecessarily.

My paragraph organization lacked clear transitions, affecting the flow and coherence
of the content.

My learnings:

I've learned that clarity is key. While vivid descriptions can be engaging, overly
elaborate details can detract from the main message.

It's crucial to stay focused on the central theme. Tangential information can dilute the
impact of the narrative.

I'll aim for a more structured approach, ensuring every detail contributes directly to the
main story.

People connect more with stories. I've seen how personal anecdotes and experiences
bring depth to the narrative.

I'll continue to incorporate real-life characters in the lead.

Paragraph organization and sentence length significantly impact readability.

Through these interviews, I've gained insights into the challenges faced by Foodpanda
riders. I'll keep this understanding of their struggles in mind while framing future
articles, ensuring | represent their experiences authentically and respectfully.

Not all details are equally important.
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Figure 7.1: The feature on food delivery men was published in the TBS Print edition on 30 September
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"“There's this cold dread when the rain starts falling - not for me, but for the food I'm
carrying. There are some customers who lose patience when we make a little delay. They
may even cancel orders or express frustration...," a food delivery rider lamented
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Figure 7.2: Screengrab of the published article on the website

The delivery job is a lifeline, Hasan feels.

"I adhere to a strict budget. An unexpected rain is an unexpected expense. It's

the same sinking feeling," says Hasan.

Food delivery rider caught in traffic jam at Banglamotor under the blazing sun. Photo: Mehedi Hasan Marof/TBS

Figure 7.3: One of the characters of the article, Hasan, whom I met around the Bangla Motor
intersection in the capital on 28 December. He was in a rush — so | took his number and later
contacted him over the phone and interviewed him.
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Project 8

Project Name: Article for TBS magazine for cricket world cup on “ICC CWC 2023: A
sporting spectacle with glimpse of economic prosperity”

Online publication URL: https://www.thsnews.net/sports/icc-cwc-2023-sporting-spectacle-
glimpse-economic-prosperity-711478

Type of Work: Sports Magazine Acrticle
Assignment Date: 08 September 2023
Submission Time: 12 September 2023
Magazine Unveiling: 02 October 2023

Project Details: As The Business Standard was planning to launch a magazine on the ICC
Cricket World Cup — they were looking for writers to write the variety of content that went
on the magazine. TBS Sports could not cover it all. So, they resorted to writers among the TBS
staff belonging to other teams. As | have knowledge of sports, my supervisor asked me whether
| wanted to contribute to the magazine.

So, | took the opportunity and write on the economic aspects of the World Cup, its impact on
the host nation's economy, sponsors, and deals money. | had to compile it all.

My Roles and Responsibility: My initial role doing this project was to discuss with the Sports
Team in overall content planning for the magazine and decide for myself which one to write
for. | had to discuss in our team meeting what are the areas each story should cover — including
mine.

As the data is related to financial figures and numbers, the data needed to be outsourced but
meticulously verified — and presented in a way so that the audience could get an overview of
the impact of the overall World Cup economy.

| had to also keep the sports editor in the loop and as there was a deadline to maintain so that
it could be proofread and set for page layout design and eventually printed.

I also had to supervise our page designer while doing the page design for my article — as there
were some infographics involved.

Challenges faced: The challenges that | faced were to collect the data as most of these financial
data are not available in the open source. So, | had to seek help from official sources such as
ICC, and BCCI though I fell short of reaching out to them despite emailing them several times.


https://www.tbsnews.net/sports/icc-cwc-2023-sporting-spectacle-glimpse-economic-prosperity-711478
https://www.tbsnews.net/sports/icc-cwc-2023-sporting-spectacle-glimpse-economic-prosperity-711478
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Then | resorted to Cricviz, a cricketing site that does data analysis — | reached out to one of

their staff on Twitter.

Raw Copy

Revised Copy

ICC CWC 2023: A Spectacle of Sport and
Economic Powerplay

Mehedi Hasan Marof

The Cricket World Cup 2023, set to be held
in India, promises not only an epic spectacle
of sport but also a significant boost to
national and global economies. Beyond the
substantial revenues that the ICC anticipates
from the Men's Cricket World Cup,
businesses within India, the host nation, are
poised to reap substantial benefits from the
tournament. From corporate sponsors and TV
rights to tourism and job creation, the World
Cup triggers a financial windfall. This highly
anticipated event is slated to unfold from
October 5 to November 19, with matches
among the top ten cricketing nations
spanning across ten prominent venues in
cities such as Hyderabad, Ahmedabad,
Dharamsala, Delhi, Chennai, Lucknow,
Pune, Bengaluru, Mumbai, and Kolkata.

Sponsorship deals and broadcasting rights

The catalyst of this economic surge is
primarily driven by how ICC generates
revenue through sponsorship deals and
broadcasting rights. In 2019, the ICC World
Cup held in England and Wales witnessed
conglomerates like Nissan, Oppo, MRF
Tyres, Emirates, and CocaCola as global
partners. The sponsors shelled out around
$40 million each, generating an almost $200
million uptick in the global economy. Fast
forward to 2023, and the ICC has secured a
roster of global, official, and category

ICC CWC 2023: A sporting spectacle
with glimpse of economic prosperity

Mehedi Hasan Marof

The Cricket World Cup 2023, set to be held
in India, promises not only an epic spectacle
of sport but also a significant boost to
national and global economies. Beyond the
substantial revenues that the ICC anticipates
from the Men's Cricket World Cup,
businesses within India, the host nation, are
poised to reap substantial benefits from the
tournament. From corporate sponsors and TV
rights to tourism and job creation, the World
Cup triggers a financial windfall. This highly
anticipated event is slated to unfold from 5
October to 19 November, with matches
among the top ten cricketing nations
spanning across ten prominent venues in
cities such as Hyderabad, Ahmedabad,
Dharamsala, Delhi, Chennai, Lucknow,
Pune, Bengaluru, Mumbai, and Kolkata.The
Cricket World Cup 2023, set to be held in
India from 5 October to 19 November,
promises not only an epic spectacle of sport
but also a significant boost to national and
global economies. Beyond the substantial
revenues that the ICC anticipates from the
Men's Cricket World Cup, businesses,
tourism and the job market within India, the
host nation, are poised to trigger a financial
windfall from the tournament.

Sponsorship deals and broadcasting rights

The catalyst of this economic surge is
primarily driven by how ICC generates
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partners featuring prominent conglomerates
like Emirates, MRF, BharatPe, Coca-Cola,
and 18 such entities in total, further
propelling the cricketing economy.

[— Sponsor Infographics]

Television rights are another significant
revenue churner. Star India bagged the global
broadcasting rights for the 2015-2023 cycle
for approximately $2 billion. Compared to
the $1.1 billion ESPN Star paid for the 2007-
2015 rights, a nearly 82% spike exemplifies
how the demand for cricket content has
skyrocketed worldwide. According to a
report on ESPNCricinfo, the ICC's
broadcasting income from the 2023 Cricket
World Cup in India is estimated to reach an
impressive $533.29 million.

Drawing a parallel comparison, the FIFA
World Cup 2018 generated a total revenue of
$6.1 billion, with $3 billion coming from
broadcasting rights and $1.45 billion from
marketing rights. While football's global
reach is more comprehensive, the Cricket
World Cup's monetization potential must not
be understated.

Impact on the host nation's economy

It's important to note that the financial impact
of the World Cup is not limited to
sponsorship and broadcasting rights. The
tournament also contributes significantly to
the host nation's economy. India, the host for
the 2023 edition, is likely to see a boom in the
tourism, hospitality, and transportation
sectors. In 2011, when India cohosted the
tournament, approximately 400,000
domestic and international tourists visited,
contributing an estimated $500 million to the
national economy.

revenue through sponsorship deals and
broadcasting rights. In 2019, the ICC World
Cup held in England and Wales witnessed
conglomerates like Nissan, Oppo, MRF
Tyres, Emirates, and CocaCola as global
partners. The sponsors shelled out around
$40 million each, generating an almost $200
million uptick in the global economy. Fast
forward to 2023, and the ICC has secured a
roster of global, official, and category
partners featuring prominent conglomerates
like Emirates, MRF, BharatPe, Coca-Cola,
and 18 such entities in total, further
propelling the cricketing economy.

Television rights are another significant
revenue churner. Star India bagged the global
broadcasting rights for the 2015-2023 cycle
for approximately $2 billion. Compared to
the $1.1 billion ESPN Star paid for the 2007-
2015 rights, a nearly 82% spike exemplifies
how the demand for cricket content has
skyrocketed worldwide. According to a
report on ESPNCricinfo, the ICC's
broadcasting income from the 2023 Cricket
World Cup in India is estimated to reach an
impressive $533.29 million.

Drawing a parallel comparison, the FIFA
World Cup 2018 generated a total revenue of
$6.1 billion, with $3 billion coming from
broadcasting rights and $1.45 billion from
marketing rights. While football's global
reach is more comprehensive, the Cricket
World Cup's monetization potential must not
be understated.

Impact on the host nation's economy

It's important to note that the financial impact
of the World Cup is not limited to
sponsorship and broadcasting rights. The
tournament also contributes significantly to




Page |82

The impact of the World Cup on the job
market is also substantial. The 2015 Cricket
World Cup in Australia and New Zealand
created over 5,000 jobs and added $1.1
billion to the economy in expenditures from
an influx of international visitors.

A similar pattern was observed in previous
tournaments. The 2003 cricket World Cup in
South Africa injected $475 million into the
local economy and created approximately
2,000 direct jobs. England in 2019,
reportedly reaped an estimated economic
benefit of over £350 million ($460 million)
with significant boosts to various sectors
such as retailing, hospitality, and tourism.

The halo effect

Beyond these direct financial impacts, there
are also significant indirect economic
benefits. The halo effect that such a global
tournament creates for the host country in
terms of leveraging sport to strengthen its
national brand and its international profile,
increased  tourism,  recognition, and
attractiveness as a business destination is
immeasurable in monetary terms.

However, it's also crucial to consider the
economic disparities such a tournament
could create with ticket prices skyrocketing
and local businesses potentially being
overshadowed in the face of massive
commercial partnerships.

Meanwhile, it's also crucial to consider the
economic disparities such a tournament
could create with ticket prices skyrocketing
and local businesses potentially being
overshadowed in the face of massive
commercial partnerships.

the host nation's economy. India, the host for
the 2023 edition, is likely to see a boom in the
tourism, hospitality, and transportation
sectors. In 2011, when India co-hosted the
tournament, approximately 400,000
domestic and international tourists visited,
contributing an estimated $500 million to the
national economy.

The impact of the World Cup on the job
market is also substantial. The 2015 Cricket
World Cup in Australia and New Zealand
created over 5,000 jobs and added $1.1
billion to the economy in expenditures from
an influx of international visitors.

A similar pattern was observed in previous
tournaments. The 2003 cricket World Cup in
South Africa injected $475 million into the
local economy and created approximately
2,000 direct jobs. England in 2019,
reportedly reaped an estimated economic
benefit of over £350 million ($460 million)
with significant boosts to had various sectors
such as retailing, hospitality, and tourism.

The halo effect

Beyond these direct financial impacts, there
are also significant indirect economic
benefits. The halo effect that such a global
tournament creates for the host country in
terms of leveraging sport to strengthen its
national brand and its international profile,
increased  tourism,  recognition, and
attractiveness as a business destination is
immeasurable in monetary terms.

Meanwhile, it's also crucial to consider the
economic disparities such a tournament
could create with ticket prices skyrocketing
and local businesses potentially being
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Apart from the surmounting economic
upturns that the Cricket World Cup 2023
stands to generate, there are also looming
challenges brought forth by India’s strict tax
regulations. In line with norms imposed by
the International Cricket Council (ICC), the
nation hosting 1CC-organised tournaments
must secure tax exemptions from its
government. Contrarily, India's existing tax
rules do not permit these waivers. As a result,
there's a prospective tax surcharge of
21.84%, equivalent to Rs 955 crore ($116
million), on ICC's broadcast revenue from
the 2023 ODI World Cup. This surcharge
amount will be deducted from the share of
ICC’s central revenue pool allocated to
BCCI. Over the current rights cycle spanning
from 2016 to 2023, BCCI's share amounts to
approximately $405 million based on ICC's
overall earnings for the period, estimated to
be around $2.7 billion.

As a matter of fact, during the time period
(2016 - 2023), The England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) are getting the second
highest share with $139 million, and the
cricketing governing bodies of Australia,
Bangladesh, South Africa, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, and New Zealand are to receive $128
million each. Associate nations along with
2023  World Cup-playing nations
Afghanistan and Netherlands get from a
collective pool of $240m that is to be divided
among 94 Associate Nations. (Can be
converted into an Infographic)

overshadowed in the face of amid massive
commercial partnerships.

A little on the Backfoot

Apart from the surmounting economic
upturns that the Cricket World Cup 2023
stands to generate, there are also looming
challenges brought forth by India's strict tax
regulations. In line with norms imposed by
the International Cricket Council (ICC), the
nation hosting ICC-organised tournaments
must secure tax exemptions from its
government. Contrarily, India's existing tax
rules do not permit these waivers. According
to ICC norms, host nations must grant tax
exemptions, but India’s rules don't allow this.
As a result, there's a prospective tax
surcharge of 21.84%, equivalent to Rs 955
crore ($116 million), on ICC's broadcast
revenue from the 2023 ODI World Cup. This
surcharge amount will be deducted from the
share of ICC’s central revenue pool allocated
to BCCI. Over the current rights cycle
spanning from 2016 to 2023, BCCI's share
amounts to approximately $405 million
based on ICC's overall earnings for the
period, (estimated to be around $2.7 billion).

As a matter of fact, during the time period
(2016 - 2023), The England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) are getting the second
highest share with $139 million, and the
cricketing governing bodies of Australia,
Bangladesh, South Africa, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, and New Zealand are to receive $128
million each. The other two World Cup-
playing nations Afghanistan and Netherlands
are supposed to get from a collective pool of
$240m that is to be divided among 94
Associate Nations. (Can be converted into an
Infographic)
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Regardless of any odds, the cricket World
Cup acts as a significant catalyst in boosting
economies — either directly or indirectly. The
financial benefits accruing from
sponsorships, and broadcasting rights
showcase the global commercial interest in
cricket and the potential the sport has in the
future, if it’s globalised in the term’s classic
sense.

Prize money breakdown for ICC World
Cup 2023

The total prize money allocated for the ICC
World Cup 2023 is $10,000,000. This
distribution of prize money not only rewards
the overall performance of teams but also
incentivizes them to perform well in
individual league-stage matches, making the
tournament more competitive and exciting.

Winner: The team that emerges victorious in
the 1ICC World Cup 2023 will be awarded a
prize of $4,000,000.

Runnerup: The team that finishes as the
runner-up in the tournament will receive a
prize of $2,000,000.

Losing semifinalists: There will be two
teams that reach the semifinals but do not
progress to the final. Each of these teams will
be awarded $800,000, making a total of
$1,600,000 for both semifinalists.

Winner of each league stage match: A total
of 45 league stage matches will be played
during the 1ICC World Cup 2023. For each
league stage match won, the respective team
will earn $40,000 in prize money. The
cumulative prize money for all teams
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winning league-stage matches will amount
tobe $1,800,000.

Teams that do not pass the league stage:
There will be six teams that do not advance
beyond the league stage. Each of these teams
will receive $100,000 in prize money,
resulting in a total of $600,000 for all the
teams that do not progress.

Prize Money Breakdown for ICC World Cup
2023.

Sponsors of ICC Cricket World Cup 2023

Global Partners:

e BharatPe (Fintech)

e Aramco (Oil and Gas)

e MRF (Tire Manufacturing)

e Booking.com (Online Travel
Agency)
Byju's (EdTech)
Emirates (Airlines and Travel)

ICC Official Partners:

Bira91 (Beverages - Beer)

CocaCola (Beverages - Soft Drinks)
Upstox (Online Stock Trading)
Oppo (Consumer Electronics and
Mobile Phones)

FTX (Cryptocurrency Platform)
Nium (Fintech)

Nissan (Car Manufacturer)

DP World (Logistics and Shipping)

Category Partners:

Royal Stag (Beverages - Whiskey)
Jacob's Creek (Beverages - Wine)
Dream11 (Online Fantasy Gaming)
FanCraze (Cricket NFT Platform)

Broadcasting Partner:
e Star Sports (Sportscasting)
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Who sponsors the national team? (Team
Sponsors)
e Afghanistan: Super Cola (Beverage -
Soft Drinks)
Australia: Qantas (Airline)
Bangladesh: Daraz (E-commerce)
England: Cinch (Car Retail and
Leasing)
e India: Dreamll (Online Fantasy
Gaming)
e New Zealand: ANZ (Banking and
Financial Services)
Netherlands:
Pakistan: Pepsi (Beverage - Soft
Drinks)
e South Africa: Momentum (Financial
Services and Insurance)
e Sri Lanka: 1XBAT (Betting and
Online Gaming)

My Mistakes:

My initial draft had longer, denser paragraphs, hindering readability.

The revised copy maintains a consistent tone throughout, whereas my first draft had
slight variations in tone, impacting the article's coherence.

The revised copy presents points more concisely and clearly, ensuring each detail
contributes directly to the narrative.

The revised introduction and conclusion in the second version are refined and more
impactful, summarising the key points effectively.

My initial draft lacked a concise summary, making the beginning and end less
impactful.

In my initial draft, the statistical data was scattered, making it harder to follow and
comprehend.

I missed including some details in my initial draft, which would have added depth to
the piece.

My Learnings:

Ensure paragraphs are concise, breaking down complex ideas for easier readability.
Check for duplicated sentences or ideas to maintain a smooth flow of information.
Maintain a uniform tone throughout the article for coherence.

Stick to the main narrative without veering off-topic for a more impactful piece.
Craft engaging introductions and concise conclusions to summarize key points.
Organize statistical data for clarity and easy comprehension.
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e Include relevant information like prize breakdowns or additional context to enrich the
article.

Ensure grammatical accuracy and maintain consistency in information presentation.
Magazine Unveiled:

“e

Py =« | S—

S | —E
SINESS
TAN

Big

12

SPUNSORS g 1
TRICKEY Wonyy
U

Xa
LE B

7 AND ECONOMIC
of PO WERPLAY

Mehedi Hasan Marof
-

Baveragas Soft Drinks.
but India’s rules don't allow this. . UP;NX
¥  of the World Cup is not ) g financial im-  Asaresult, there's a prospective tax i :
Emirates, MRF, BhasatPe, Cocd Cola, ::a:n:m;p S 1 IC(:; IS N0t limieq direct e Cnmee e i Online Stock Trading
9 rorld Cup 2023, $€t © ities in total, further pro- P lcasting righs. = also significant e A %
he Cricket We d 18 such en! i nerent il 8 - < The halo Rs 955 crore ($u6 million), on ICC's
from 5 Octoberto a1 2 nomy- The tot IS0 contributes g penefits. ' OPPO
be beld nodia o5 pelling e cricketing ¢c ig-  nificantly to the host nation’ o © ¥ bal tournament  broadcast revenue from the 2023 A
° rights are another Sig- : s economy, ‘ ,a global 5 1 Consumer Electronics
Telerislon r India India, the host for the 2023 edigoy | ; countzy i terms  ODI Word Cup. This surcharge £ COTSUme
iy O el and gobal  niflant. revene e easing rights kel (0 see.a boom n the touris, s - its e deducted from the shareof cs & 20 MobilePhones
‘nat % .
aqu:dwsulsnndal rev.  bagged the global ;fm, approximately  pitality, and transportation seclors, g central revenue pool allocated to A o
the forthe 2015:2023 Yl 1l 11, when India co-hosted BCCL. Over the current rights cycle %
‘enues that the ICC anticipa(es from Compared to the $1.1 billion 2011, the tourna. v 1 Cryptocurrency Platorm
’ Gricket World Cup. businesses, $2 billion. Cor for the 20072015 rights,  ment, approximately 400,000 domestic spanning from 201 to 2023, BCCY's 4 S
S i.ew,mmmmnlu‘nlm.i!a, ESPN Star ;:': jike exemplifies how the and international tourists visited, cop. share amounts to approximately H NUM
are poised to triggera  anearly 8 .Sm content has skyrock:  tributing an estimated $500 million to $405 miltion based on 1CCs overall 4 B
from the tournament. demand ::' wj‘—:e According to a report  the national economy. it's crucial to con- earnings for the period (estimated to 4 ‘“"f(
£t wor l‘o the ICC’s broadcasting ‘The impact of the World Cup on thejob é disparities such e around $2.7 billion).
deals and on EP"C'“",,,,'W, Cricket World Cup  market is also substantial. The 2015 Cricket could create with As a matter of fact, during the . DP wo\\m ;
r mm,;l:fm:ﬁmmd o zeach anfmpres: World Cup in Ausralia and New Zeskand and local  time period (2016 - 2023), The Eng- L Logsticsand hippit
of this economic surge is :’vle"‘ﬂ; o, created over 5,000 jobs and added $1.1 bil- o being over- land and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) .
driven by how ICC m’:ﬁ Eln le] comparison, the UOI:I to the economy in expenditures from -m tally commercial are getting (he second highest s.\\are NISSAN
the ICC  FIFA World Cup 2018 generated a total  an influx of international visitors. i with $139 million, and the mck?\- Car Manufacture
rights. In 2019, £ $6.1 billion, with $3 billion A similar pattern was observed in ing gov bodies of Australid,  ¥Liiiiiaseasshesent
in England and Wales  revenue ;mn ‘mdms'ﬁns rights and previous tournaments. The 2003 cricket Ban A\ Afiica, Pakistan, i B\\MN‘A“
\glomerates like Nissan, ~coming ing rights, While  World Cup in South Afr1c1 injected $475 & v Zealand are to b |
Tyes, Emiraes, and Co-  $14sbillonfom marketing ighs. B d " : : PARTNE
al The sponsors football’s global reach is more compre- million into the local ¢comy and cre g 10 each. The other ¢
 partners. 5, : i | direct jobs. R : < \
d $4o million each, hensive, the Cricket World Cup’s moneti- ated approximately o o e e 3ying mats Bt
I ) C 4
ost $200 million up-  zation potential must not be understated. E“?"a'::dmcf,?f;‘.( Jfover £350 ooning challenges brought hﬂ‘\T‘d's a(:::\‘:m(
Y. Fastforward S jgnificant India’s strict tax regula- | n a collective
. ’ million ($460 mill Iy significa ; Ak Aol
ssecuredaroster Impact on the host nation’s s i & to 1CC norms, host divi
y partners  economy 5

W m s,
omerates like  It's important to note that the financial ing, hospitality, an¢ ust grant tax exemption:

\

Figure 8.1: My piece on the economic factors of the CWC2023 on TBS World Cup special magazine
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Project 9

Project Name: An article on admission aspirants — “Woes of university admission seekers
amid political strife”

Online publication URL: https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/education/political-unrest-
hampers-admission-prep-hsc-2023-intake-747782

Type of Work: Reporting and writing long-form feature.
Assignment Date: 20 November 2023
Submission Time: 25 November 2023
Publication Time: 28 November 2023

Project Details: As the HSC result was approaching | was doing a news on when the HSC
results will be published on 20 November. The article was an instant hit on the website — so
because of very well traction — the Web Editor at TBS wanted a special report on this year’s
examinee to publish afterwards their result unveiling.

I initially came up with the idea that this batch of students is taking a hit because of the political
turmoil — especially the students who are new to Dhaka — as they are not habituated to the
cityscape. So our editors approved the idea and told me to get on the story — talk to the students
—and coordinate with our photographers for pictures.

Though I didn’t get any waive from my usual shift hours of 8:30 to 3:30 in daytime — | had to
research, talk and write the story in my own time.

My Roles and Responsibility: | had to prepare a mind map — how to approach the story —
what my objectives are —- and what my angle is. Then | started talking with some of the
students that | know around the HSC 2023 batch who are preparing for the exam. | visited
Farmgate, the hub of coaching centres and hostels for the students, and talked with them.
Recorded the conversation with their due permission. Then I had to resort to talking with some
coaching centre teachers who once used to live in these hostels.

In addition to that, I also had to manage contact with UGC and talk with them. I also had to
take our in-house photographer and direct him to what kind of images | needed for the story.

As a long-form story, | had to upload the story in a different format than usual doing a parallax
of images.


https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/education/political-unrest-hampers-admission-prep-hsc-2023-intake-747782
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/education/political-unrest-hampers-admission-prep-hsc-2023-intake-747782
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/education/hsc-results-be-published-next-sunday-742894
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Challenges faced: As I had to work on the story in my own time after doing my regular shifts
and it also had a deadline to maintain | faced a little trouble in holding my firm mentality to
approaching the story. I also didn’t know how to upload long-form stories and how the images

are to be uploaded as parallax.

My Raw Copy

Revised Copy

Political unrest hampers admission prep
for HSC 2023 intake; New to Dhaka
students struggle more

Mehedi Hasan Marof

Shakia Rahman, an admission aspirant from
the HSC 2023 intake, is now in a dilemma
scheduling her study plan for the forthcoming
— as the Election
Commission’s polls schedule announcement
for 7 January pushed the nation to a
politically violent turn on streets.

“admission war”

“The result is out. Yet I don’t know when the
exams are likely to happen. We are already
behind the usual academic schedule because
of COVID-19 delays. Now these
uncertainties... It is disrupting my study plans.
I don’t know how much time I have,” she
said.

As HSC 2023 result was published on 26
November — out of over 13 lakh students
across 11 education boards in the country,
92,365 students have achieved GPA-5.

Meanwhile, there are roughly around 60
thousand seats available in the county's
government-funded  public, engineering
universities and medical colleges altogether.

Not all of these seats can attract admission
seekers as most of the students chase to grab
a seat at a top-tier university in a major city —
also with a demanding subject.

Studying in tumultuous times: Political
unrest hampers admission prep for HSC
2023 intake

Standfirst: Students who are new to Dhaka
struggle more

Mehedi Hasan Marof

Shakia Rahman, an admission aspirant from
the HSC 2023 intake, is now in a dilemma
scheduling her study plan for the forthcoming
“admission war” — as the Election
Commission's announcement to hold the
national polls on 7 January pushed the nation
to a political violent turn on streets.

“The result is out. Yet I don’t know when the
exams are likely to happen. We are already
behind the usual academic schedule because
of COVID-19 delays. Now these
uncertainties...It is disrupting my study plans.
I don’t know how much time I have,” she
said.

As the HSC 2023 result was published on 26
November, out of over 13 lakh students
across 11 education boards in the country,
92,365 students have achieved GPA-5.

Meanwhile, there are roughly 60 thousand
seats available in the county's government-
funded public and engineering universities
along with the medical colleges altogether.

Not all of these seats can attract admission
seekers as most of the students chase to grab
a seat at a top-tier university in a major city —
also with a demanding subject.

Shakia has a dream to be a neurosurgeon and
so she is eyeing a public medical college
now, where the total number of seats is 5,380
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Shakia has a dream to be a neurosurgeon and
so she is eyeing a public medical college
now, where the total number of seats is 5,380
— thanks to the government’s recent decision
to add 1,030 more seats to these public
medical colleges.

“Hundreds of candidates fight for a seat in
these medicals, it’s not easy. If I can not crack
it, I have to resort to preparing for other pure
subject universities. But the curriculums,
subjects, structures, marks distributions
differ from one university to another,” she
said.

The path to engineering universities often
parallels the science department exams at
public universities, but the journey to
medical college is quite different.

“While the focus on subjects like Physics,
Chemistry, and Mathematics can cover one’s
preparation for institutions like BUET or
Dhaka University's 'A" unit, medical college
entrance exams are quite different. It includes
subjects like Biology and General
Knowledge...and there is a MCQ style
question pattern,” explained Imtiaz Shorif, a
4th-year MBBS student at Dhaka Medical
College, who now also takes admission
preparation classes at a medical coaching
centre in the capital.

"Given the limited time at hand, it is
important to make every second count.
Trying to juggle multiple subjects, syllabus,
and question patterns only burdens the mind
unnecessarily,” he added.

Talking to The Business Standard, Imtiaz
also highlighted the challenges that students
are facing this year because of ongoing

— thanks to the government’s recent decision
to add 1,030 more seats to these public
medical colleges.

“Hundreds of candidates fight for a seat in
these medicals, it’s not easy. If I cannot crack
it, | have to resort to preparing for other pure
subject universities. But the curriculums,
subjects, structures, marks distributions
differ from one university to another,” she
said.

The path to engineering universities often
parallels the science department exams at
public universities, but the journey to
medical college is quite different.

“While the focus on subjects like Physics,
Chemistry, and Mathematics can cover one’s
preparation for institutions like BUET or
Dhaka University's 'A’" unit, medical college
entrance exams are quite different. It includes
subjects like Biology and General
Knowledge...and there is an MCQ style
question pattern,” explained Imtiaz Shorif, a
4th-year MBBS student at Dhaka Medical
College, who now also takes admission
preparation classes at a medical coaching
centre in the capital.

"Given the limited time at hand, it is
important to make every second count.
Trying to juggle multiple subjects, syllabus,
and question patterns only burdens the mind
unnecessarily," he added.

Talking to The Business Standard (TBS),
Imtiaz also highlighted the challenges that
students are facing this year because of
ongoing political turmoil, particularly
students arriving from outer districts to
Dhaka solely for admission preparation.

“I have seen a majority number of students
come from outside of Dhaka. Their college
was in another town. Because of the political
situation in Dhaka, | think most of them are
struggling to adapt to the city and the
situation.
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political turmoil, particularly students
arriving from outer districts to Dhaka solely
for admission preparation.

“I have seen a majority number of students
come from outside of Dhaka. Their college
was in another town. Because of the political
situation in Dhaka, | think most of them are
struggling to adapt to the city and the
situation.

“While taking classes in coaching, I observed
some of them as potential, but they are not
regular and most of the time, they remain
zoned out in classes,” said Imtiaz.

New to Dhaka students struggling more,
preparing less

"Coming from Gaibandha, adapting to
Dhaka's rhythm was already a challenge for
me. The recent political unrest and the hartals
- blockades almost every day in a week have
added a new layer of complexity to our
struggles," lamented Samiul Bashar Rifat, a
student intending to study at Dhaka
University.

Samiul Bashar Rifat stays at a residential
hostel in Farmgate, an educational hub
famous for its coaching centres, where
thousands of admission aspirants come from
all parts of the country.

“I feel 1 am already a little lagged behind
others in the admission race. Every second
matters now. The students who were already
in Dhaka in their college are getting an extra
advantage as they know the hacks and tricks
of surviving in this city, | sometimes feel
delusional,” he said.

“While taking classes in coaching, I observed
some of them as potential, but they are not
regular and most of the time, they remain
zoned out in classes,” said Imtiaz.

Students new to Dhaka struggling more

"Coming from Gaibandha, adapting to
Dhaka's rhythm was already a challenge for
me. The recent political unrest and the hartals
- blockades almost every day in a week have
added a new layer of complexity to our
struggles,” said Samiul Bashar Rifat, a
student intending to study at Dhaka
University.

Samiul Bashar Rifat stays at a residential
hostel in Farmgate, an educational hub
famous for its coaching centres, where
thousands of admission aspirants come from
all parts of the country.

“I feel 1 am already a little lagged behind
others in the admission race. Every second
matters now. The students who were already
in Dhaka in their college are getting an extra
advantage as they know the hacks and tricks
of surviving in this city, | sometimes feel
delusional,” he said.

Rifat is not happy with the overall city
environment.

It should come as no surprise as a recent
report by The Economist ranked Dhaka as the
second-least resilient among 25 cities in the
world.

However, he does not have to travel through
any transport to go back and forth to his
hostel and coaching centre, but he had
witnessed a few political processions while
walking along the Farmgate streets.

“I felt scared when the first time I saw
hundreds of people shouting and walking on
the street. Most of them had stumps, pipes,
sticks, and tree logs in their hand. For a
minute [ was stunned and could not walk.”
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Rifat is not happy with the overall city
environment. It should come as no surprise as
a recent report by The Economist ranked
Dhaka as the second-least resilient among 25
cities in the world.

However, he does not have to travel through
any transport to go back and forth to his
hostel and coaching centre, but he had
witnessed a few political processions while
walking along the Farmgate streets.

“I felt scared when the first time I saw
hundreds of people shouting and walking on
the street. Most of them had stumps, pipes,
sticks, and tree logs in their hand. For a
minute I was stunned and could not walk.”

Visiting several hostels in the capital’s
Farmgate and Azimpur areas in the capital,
and talking with their boarders preparing for
admission tests, a sense of fear and
uncertainty could be observed.

Rakib Al Hasan, a math instructor at a city
coaching centre, went back to his hostel days
in Farmgate, highlighting the unlivability of
these boarding hostels.

Hailing from Noakhali in 2018, Rakib, who
now lives in a 2 bhk Dhanmondi flat, chose
to live in a Farmgate hostel called “VIP
Residence” — which ironically could not
serve justice to its name serving its residents.

“Water smells really bad as that is purified
using fitkari (alum stone) in these hostels.
When | was there back in 2018, | couldn't
drink it. Almost every twenty students have
to use just three bathrooms downstairs. The
situation hasn’t changed much in last 5 years.
There are already so many problems in these
hostels for the students,” said Rakib

Visiting several hostels in the capital’s
Farmgate and Azimpur areas in the capital,
and talking with their boarders preparing for
admission tests, a sense of fear and
uncertainty could be observed.

Rakib Al Hasan, a math instructor at a city
coaching centre, went back to his hostel days
in Farmgate, highlighting the unlivability of
these boarding hostels.

Hailing from Noakhali in 2018, Rakib, who
now lives in a 2 bedroom Dhanmondi
apartment, chose to live in a Farmgate hostel
called “VIP Residence” — which ironically
could not serve justice to its name serving its
residents.

“Water smells really bad as that is purified
using fitkari (alum stone) in these hostels.
When | was there back in 2018, | couldn't
drink it. Almost every twenty students have
to use just three bathrooms downstairs. The
situation hasn’t changed much in the last 5
years. There are already so many problems in
these hostels for the students,” said Rakib
highlighting the added layer of burden this
political turmoil has posed on this intake of
admission aspirants.

“The class attendance ratio is very low this
year. Especially on Sunday, Monday,
Wednesday, and Thursday. It’s not that fewer
students chose our coaching. I think students
are afraid of coming out on the street.”

Echoing the fear of his students Rakib added,
“I have been living in Dhaka for the last 5
years. | also sometimes have to think twice
— which road to take - when. Should | take a
bus or hitch a bike ride? Every time | see a
‘fire on bus’ news, a question hits my mind —
What if [ was there.”

“We have found a lot of students who
initially got admitted to a Dhaka branch but
later changed their minds and migrated to
district branches. | think no parents are
feeling safe with their children in this city,”
Rakib's remarked, highlighting a concerning
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highlighting the added layer of burden this
political turmoil has posed on this intake of
admission aspirants.

“The class attendance ratio is very low this
year. Especially on Sunday, Monday,
Wednesday, and Thursday. It’s not that fewer
students chose our coaching. I think students
are afraid of coming out on the street.”

Echoing the fear of his students Rakib added,
“I have been living in Dhaka for the last 5
years. | also sometimes have to think twice
— which road to take - when. Should | take a
bus or hitch a bike ride? Every time | see a
‘fire on bus’ news, a question hits my mind —
What if I was there.”

Rakib highlighted a concerning trend this
year. “We have found a lot of students who
initially got admitted to a Dhaka branch but
later changed their minds and migrated to
district branches. | think no parents are
feeling safe with their children in this city”

While the unicorn-like coaching centre Rakib
is affiliated with covers almost all the major
towns across the country and also has a
migration facility, — most other coaching
centres either don’t keep that option or don’t
even have branches outside Dhaka.

Not a cakewalk for Dhaka veterans

Israt Tory, another admission aspirant living
at a shared bachelor flat in the capital’s
Dhanmondi, wants to study Law at Dhaka
University.

Unlike Rifat, she is a little familiar with the
cityscape as Tory had her prior study in the
capital’s Birshreshtha Noor Mohammad
Public College.

trend this year.

While the unicorn-like coaching centre Rakib
is affiliated with covers almost all the major
towns across the country and also has a
migration facility, — most other coaching
centres either don’t keep that option or don’t
even have branches outside Dhaka.

Not a cakewalk for Dhaka residents either

Israt Tory, another admission aspirant living
at a shared bachelor flat in the capital’s
Dhanmondi, wants to study law at Dhaka
University.

Unlike Rifat, she is a little familiar with the
cityscape as Tory had her prior study in the
capital’s Birshreshtha Noor Mohammad
Public College.

However, in a conversation with TBS, Tory
said, “I don’t attend all the classes. I take
class notes from friends. | know it is
weakening my preparation.”

Her extra-cautionary move came as she had
recently found herself at a point between life
and death during a recent BNP grand rally
procession around Dhanmondi. Tory has to
go near the Science Lab intersection to attend
her coaching.

“I saw a lot of people coming with a
procession towards Nilkhet. Suddenly,
everyone started running here and there. One
middle-aged man told me, 'Apu, cross the
road, it’s not safe on this side' and he ran
away. | was feeling numb. And then | saw a
bus being burned. A woman was crying on
the street asking for help. I felt like I should
come to her rescue. But how could 1? It was
a chaos," she said.

"I called my father [who lives in Tangail] and
started crying — I even told him to forgive me
for everything. | felt like 1 would die. Since
then whenever | see a gathering, | feel
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However, in a conversation with TBS, Tory
said, “I don’t attend all the classes. I take
class notes from friends. I know it is
weakening my preparation”

Tory has to go near the Science Lab
intersection to attend her coaching. Her
extra-cautionary move came as she had
recently found herself at a point between life
and death during a recent BNP grand rally
procession around Dhanmondi.

“I saw a lot of people coming with a
procession towards Nilkhet. Suddenly,
everyone started running here and there. One
middle-aged man told me [Apu, cross the
road, it’s not safe on this side] and he ran
away. | was feeling numb. And then | saw a
bus being burned. A woman was crying on
the street asking for help. | felt like I should
come to her rescue. But how could 1?7 It was
a chaos. | called my father [who lives in
Tangail] and started crying — | even told him
to forgive me for everything. | felt like 1
would die. Since then whenever | see a
gathering, | feel suffocated,” said Tory
explaining the moment of horror that made
her opt for life safety over race of admission
test.

In the meantime, Tory discovered a solution.
Added to her irregular coaching at a city
coaching centre, she has lately opted to enrol
in an admission package of online-based
coaching run by some university students.

“Online coaching is being really helpful for
my preparation. But sometimes, | get
distracted by YouTube and Facebook.

“I am familiar with this. During COVID, our
college used to operate online. Because of

suffocated,” said Tory explaining the
moment of horror that made her choose
safety over soundness in studies.

In the meantime, Tory discovered a solution.
She has lately enrolled in an admission
package of online-based coaching run by
some university students.

“Online coaching is being really helpful for
my preparation. But sometimes, | get
distracted by YouTube and Facebook. | am
familiar with this. During the Covid
pandemic, our college used to operate online.
Because of this, at least, | am staying on the
clock and routine. I think I can still make it,”
Tory said, showing confidence that had
underlying fears.

Online coaching emerges as a lifeline

E-learning is not a new phenomenon as the
Covid-19 pandemic pushed the country’s
academia online when schools were closed, —
classes and exams shifted to the Internet.

Since the pandemic, due to the positive
reception from students and parents, there
has been an increase in the emergence of
online coaching centres in the country's
digital sphere. These platforms primarily
focus on admission tests, while some also
offer education aligned with the NCTB
curriculum.

"Online coaching has been a lifesaver. It has
kept me on track with my studies and exam
preparation,” said Asma Homayra Raisa, a
student from Chandpur.

Raisa’s father Shahadat Hossain said, “I have
confidence in my daughter. Even if she can’t
make it to a top university — I won’t regret my
decision not to send her outside home for
physical coaching.

“I can’t risk my daughter’s life,” the father
said, highlighting the political situation and
what may come ahead of the Jatiya Sangsad
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this, at least, | am staying on the clock and
routine. 1 think | can still make it to DU-
Law,” Tory said, showing confidence that
had underlying fears.

Online coaching emerges as a lifeline

E-learning is not a new phenomenon as the
Covid-19 pandemic pushed the country’s
academia online when schools were closed, —
classes and exams shifted to the Internet.

Since the pandemic, due to the positive
reception from students and parents, there
has been an increase in the emergence of
online coaching centres in the country's
digital sphere. These platforms primarily
focus on admission tests, while some also
offer education aligned with the NCTB
curriculum.

"Online coaching has been a lifesaver. It has
kept me on track with my studies and exam
preparation,” said Asma Homayra Raisa, a
student from Chandpur.

Raisa’s father Shahadat Hossain said, “I have
confidence in my daughter. Even if she can’t
make it to a top university — I won’t regret my
decision not to send her outside home for
physical coaching.

“I can’t risk my daughter’s life,” the father
said, highlighting the political situation and
what may come ahead of the Jatiya Sangsad
polls.

Meanwhile, Abdullah Al Sohan, founder of
an online-based coaching centre, told TBS,
"In this political instability, we have made it
convenient for the student, but the
convenience is not only for now.”

polls.

Meanwhile, Abdullah Al Sohan, founder of
an online-based coaching centre, told TBS,
"In this political instability, we have made it
convenient for the student, but the
convenience is not only for now.”

“Earlier students from other districts had to
travel away from home just to prepare for the
admission test. It would take a month for
them to settle down in a new environment.
The transition is not smooth as most of these
students either have to live in a hostel or at a
relative's house,” Sohan added.

Preparing online is also very cost-effective as
the students do not need to rent a house in a
city and the coaching fees typically are set at
a significantly lower rate than physical
classes.

“The idea of opening up this platform came
in January this year when I read a news article
that said a father from Bogura sold his cow
and some sack of paddy to arrange money for
his son to prepare for the admission test
staying in a hostel.”

“I know there exists a lot of online-based
coaching already but | wanted to be part of
helping this cause — removing the
inconvenience of coming to Dhaka for an
expensive admission preparation,” Sohan

added.

“Given the ongoing state conditions and
elections are also due — who knows what may
come in the near future. So | guess, preparing
for admission test in any online-based
platform is a good alternative for HSC 2023
intake,” he said

Sohan’s coaching has over 700 videos
covering complete preparation for entrance
exams in engineering, medical, and various
university units.
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“Earlier students from other districts had to
travel away from home just to prepare for the
admission test. It would take a month for
them to settle down in a new environment.
The transition is not smooth as most of these
students either have to live in a hostel or at a
relative's house,” Sohan added.

Preparing online is also very cost-effective as
the students do not need to rent a house in a
city and the coaching fees typically are set at
a significantly lower rate than physical
classes.

“The idea of opening up this platform came
in January this year when | read a news article
that said a father from Bogura sold his cow
and some sack of paddy to arrange money for
his son to prepare for the admission test
staying in a hostel.”

“I know there exists a lot of online-based
coaching already but | wanted to be part of
helping this cause — removing the
inconvenience of coming to Dhaka for an

expensive admission preparation,” Sohan
added.

“Given the ongoing state conditions and
elections are also due — who knows what
may come in the near future. So | guess,
preparing for admission test in any online-
based platform is a good alternative for HSC
2023 intake,” he said

Sohan’s coaching has over 700 videos
covering complete preparation for entrance
exams in engineering, medical, and various
university units. Initially, live classes were
conducted on common Facebook groups, but
they have now moved to an interactive
mobile app and specialised Facebook groups.

Initially, live classes were conducted on
common Facebook groups, but they have
now moved to an interactive mobile app and
specialised Facebook groups.

“It's not limited to just videos; we also
conduct MCQ-type quizzes, and students can
participate in written mock tests. We also
provide one-to-one feedback sessions,” said
Sohan explaining online coaching as not only
a demand of the time but a worthy alternative.

When will the ‘war’ begin for HSC 2023
intake

The academic calendar for HSC 2023
students remains uncertain due to ongoing
challenges exacerbated by the current
political instability.

Traditionally, university entrance exams take
place within the last quarter of the year
following HSC exams in April-May. Classes
commence in January-March of the
following year after the admission process
concludes.

BRAC University Emeritus Professor
Manzoor Ahmed highlighted that academia
could not recover the pre-existing backlogs
due to the Covid-19 pandemic vyet, and
circumstances have further deteriorated for
the country’s higher education because of
current political instability.

"Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, board exams
took place at a delayed schedule in the last
two years and so universities have been
forced to delay entrance exams. Look,
students of the HSC 2023 batch are not yet
sure when their public university exams will
be; but if you remember in a regular
academic year, by the end of November, the
admission test season would have come near
the end quarter,” he said.

However, as of now, no public university has
released any schedule or announcement
regarding upcoming public university
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“It's not limited to just videos; we also
conduct MCQ-type quizzes, and students can
participate in written mock tests. We also
provide one-to-one feedback sessions,” said
Sohan explaining online coaching as not only
a demand of the time but a worthy alternative.

When will the ‘war’ begin for HSC 2023
intake

The academic calendar for HSC 2023
students remains uncertain due to ongoing
challenges exacerbated by the current
political instability.

Traditionally, university entrance exams
occur within the last quarter of the year
following HSC exams in April-May. Classes
commence in January-March of the
following year after the admission process
concludes.

Brac University Emeritus Professor Manzoor
Ahmed highlighted that academia could not
recover the pre-existing backlogs due to
COVID-19 pandemic yet, and circumstances
have further deteriorated for the country’s
higher education because of current political
instability.

"Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, board exams
took place at a delayed schedule in the last
two years and so universities have been
forced to delay entrance exams. Look,
students of the HSC 2023 batch are not yet
sure when their public university exams will
be; but if you remember in a regular
academic year, by the end of November, the
admission test season would have come near
the end quarter,” the professor said.

However, as of now, no public university has
released any schedule or announcement

entrance exams.

Contacted, the University Grants
Commission (UGC) said, the decision
regarding admission tests will be made by
each university considering the time,
situation and convenience of all candidates
and announced in due course.
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regarding upcoming public university
entrance exams.

Contacted, the University Grants
Commission (UGC) said, the decision
regarding admission tests will be made by
each university considering the time,
situation and convenience of all candidates
and announced in due course.

Finally published headline and standfirst: | as the reporting writer was not happy with the
edited headline — I had to talk to my supervisor for another suggestion. He suggested these and
told me to upload the story in a long-form mood by making some images parallax.

Headline: Woes of university admission seekers amid political strife
Standfirst: Students who are new to Dhaka for admission preparation struggle more; however,
for some, online coaching has come as a rescue.

My Mistakes: Though there weren’t many mistakes but my raw copy presented two or three
paragraphs without a clear connection or transition between different perspectives or instances.

My Learnings:

Each section should smoothly transition to the next, creating a cohesive narrative.
Ensure a clear connection between paragraphs.

Learned how to upload through long forms that | later implemented in other articles.
As for the parallax images, they can enhance the article's visual appeal.

Align the images with the narrative, displaying scenes relevant to the challenges
discussed in each section.

Attaching photos is a bit tricky in this CMS while uploading the long form. The site
intentionally doesn’t give the option to upload or add multiple photos at once as it may increase
the possibility of making errors in order to do things fast.

When a photo is added to the server, the server gives it a unique content number. That number
needs to be placed in a piece of code.

Here’s one of the 22 codes that I put into the article- [media type="image" fid="77647"
layout="big" caption="1" infograph="0"parallax="0" popup="1" news_break="0"][/media]

e “media type” refers to the type of media [ want to insert. For this example, it’s an image.
The site also supports adding YouTube videos.

e “fid" part refers to the unique number of the content.

e “layout” refers to the size of the picture in the article. For this example, the image size is
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big. Layout only shows the 16:9 ratio of the image.

e “caption” it a boolean operator here, meaning that it only has the numerical value of 0
and 1. If it’s 1, then it means yes. 0 means no. Writing 1 means the photo will show the
caption below it.

e “infograph” part is a bit interesting. It will completely ignore the layout size and show the
whole picture (not only the 16:9 part).

e “parallax” means the photo will show as the user scrolls through the page. As the feature
creates some visibility issues on mobile devices, the value is set to 0.

® “popup” means the image will be clickable.

poﬁfé
Students who are new to Dhaka for admission preparation struggle more:
however, ne

w:Amn CARE

== EDUCATION Students who are new to Dhaka for admission preparation struggle more; however, for
some, online coaching has come as a rescue
Mehedi Hasan Marof

< PSS
Shakia Rahman, an admission aspirant from HSC 2023 intake, is now in
s RELATED NEWS a dilemma scheduling her study plan for the forthcoming "admission
How digital tools; cluster system war" — as the Election Commission's announcement to hold the gy Top Stories
make students’ admission simpler national polls on 7 January pushed the nation to a political violent turn Don't get into any ®
on streets. kind of

Figure 9.1: This is how the interface shows on the web when an article is uploaded in long form.
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said Imtiaz.
Students new to Dhaka struggling more

“Coming from Gaibandha, adapting to Dhaka's rhythm was already a
challenge for me. The recent political unrest and the hartals - blockades
almost every day in a week have added a new layer of complexity to our
struggles,” said Samiul Bashar Rifat, a student intending to study at Dhaka

University.

yem All

Rakib Al Hasan, a math instructor at a city coaching centre, went back to his @
hostel davs in Farmeate. highliehting the unlivabilitv of these boardine

Figure 9.3: This is how images show the whole page - when they are uploaded in the form of parallax.

Online coaching emerges as a lifeline

E-learning is not a new phenomenon as the Covid-19 pandemic pushed the
country's academia online when schools were closed, - classes and exams

shifted to the Internet.

Since the pandemic, due to the positive reception from students and parents,
there has been an increase in the emergence of online coaching centres in the
country's digital sphere, These platforms primarily focus on admission tests,

while some also offer education aligned with the NCTB curriculum.

\ 4

Figure 9.4: This is how images show the whole pag - when they aré uploaded in the form of parallak.
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Therefore, trying to prepare for medical schools and business or engineering schools

or pure subjects at universities together can prove to be disastrous.

“Since time is very limited during this phase, it is important to make every second
count. Shuffling back and forth not only creates unnecessary mental duress with too
much on the plate but also strips you off the much-needed sense of direction and
determination,” said Imtiaz Shorif, a Dhaka Medical College student who now also
takes admission preparation classes at a city coaching centre.

Talking with Imtiaz, The Business Standard came to know additional burdens on
admission aspirants this year, as a significant number of students come to Dhaka
from outer districts just for admission preparation.

“Coming from a Gaibandha, adapting to Dhaka's thythm was already a challenge.
The recent political turmoil and the enforced hartals - blockades almost every day in
a week have added a new layer of complexity o our struggles,” lamented Samiul
Bashar Rifat, a student intending to study at Dhaka University.

Rifat stays at a residential hostel in Farmgate - an educational hub famous for its
coaching centres.

Boss, just skim a little and tell me who is better to start the article with?
The Samiul Rifat or Shakia?
I have more characters and angle. That'll follow in order.

Samiul er character e we are gonna show the adaptability of outer district student
who just came Dhaka for these 3 months of preparation. How they are coping up.

since they are not accustomed with the severity of these blockades or protests like
who already had done their SSC or [Jl§ll in Dhaka

g OK good one
K § g

Figure 9.4: The in-story image uploading panel in the CMS of TBS Web.
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Figure 9.5: Screengrab of the conversation with the supervisor asking for which way to approach

Studying in tumultuous times: Political unrest hampers admission prep for HSC 2023 intake nbox

Tousef Rabbi
- b tome =

Marof,
Here is the edited draft of the report you did. It was a well-put one. You did a good job
Regards,

Tousef

One attachment - Scanned by Gmail

[ —
[ —

m StudyinglnTumuilt... '

Figure 9.6: Screengrab of the email | received from one of my senior colleagues who revised the copy
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Internship Outcome

During my entire internship, my primary goal was to learn as much as | could. Every
task | undertook and every person | met became an opportunity for growth.

| grew enthusiastic to my role and developed a genuine fondness for the works at hand.
My time at TBS cultivated a strong sense of professionalism within me.

| could uitilise the the skills gained, particularly working on interactive and in-depth
news presentations with infographics, data and backgrounds.

Enhancing my news editing speed was a significant achievement during this time.
Understanding the importance of timeliness in a news publication.

Recognizing the boundaries of work hours became clearer; despite personal challenges,
| learned to maintain focus on work.

Dealing with various personalities taught me to manage my temper better. Surprisingly,
I gained insight into office politics and strategies to navigate them earlier than expected.

The support from friendly colleagues was abundant. | learned to seek help when in
doubt, especially from seniors. It has been an amazing trait that | am proud of because
| lacked earlier.

| had the opportunity to apply university learnings to newsroom scenarios and that felt
rewarding.

This opportunity allowed me to pursue what I'm passionate about, validating the hard
work invested during sleepless nights on ULAB assignments.
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Workplace Log

Image 1: Workplace log for 1 September, 2023

Image 2: Workplace log for 2 September, 2023



Image 3: Workplace log for 8 September, 2023

Image 4: Workplace log for 10 September, 2023
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Image 5: Workplace log for 15 September, 2023

Image 6: Workplace log for 21 September, 2023
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Image 7: Workplace log for 22 September, 2023

Image 8: Workplace log for 25 September, 2023
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Image 9: Workplace log for 3 October, 2023

Image 10: Workplace log for 6 October, 2023



Page | 109

Image 11: Workplace log for 10 October, 2023

Image 12: Workplace log for 22 October, 2023



Image 13: Workplace log for 28 October, 2023

Image 14: Workplace log for 30 October, 2023
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Image 15: Workplace log for 2 November, 2023

Image 16: Workplace log for 7 November, 2023
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Image 17: Workplace log for 15 November, 2023

Image 18: Workplace log for 23 November, 2023
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Image 19-20: Workplace log for 26 November, 2023
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[JULAB

' UNIVERSITY OF LIBERAL ARTS

BANGLADESH MS\]O43

SELF-ASSESSMENT FORM

The purpose of this survey is to obtain students input on how they think they have performed.
Name of Intern: Md Mehedi Hasan

University 1D: 201012037

Name of the Organization: The Business Standard
Corporate Office Address: 4/A, Eskaton Garden, Dhaka- 1000
Email: online.businessstandard@gmail.com Web: www.thsnews.net

1. During a typical week, approximately how many hours did you dedicate to your
internship?
42 |

2. Was your internship paid? If yes, how much?
| Yes, 25000/- |

3. Was your site supervisor available to meet when needed? Tick any one of the following.
CINot at all OSlightly COOModerately  OQuite a bit CJA great deal v/

4. Next, we would like to know how you were affected by your internship. Using the scale
below, please indicate the degree to which participation in your internship experience
increased or strengthened your abilities, attitudes, awareness or understanding in each of
the areas identified:

1=Not at all 2=Slightly ~ 3=Moderately 4=Quite a bit 5=A great
deal
NO | CRITERIA (Personal) RATING
1 | have a sense of satisfaction in doing something worthwhile. 5
2 | believe in my ability to make a difference. 5
3 | am open to new experiences. 5
4 | have gained the capacity to be more productive. 5



http://www.tbsnews.net/
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5 | can recognize my personal strengths. 5
6 | can recognize my personal weaknesses. 4
7 I have a sense of personal achievement. 5
8 | have the ability to persevere in difficult tasks 5
NO | CRITERIA (Social/Interpersonal Impact)
9 | demonstrate concern for the welfare of others 4
10 | I can be understanding and appreciative of people with diverse | 5
backgrounds
11 | I have the ability to work cooperatively with others 5
12 | I have the ability to communicate effectively 4
13 | I have increased my ability to be a leader 4
14 | | feel more connected to my community 5
NO | CRITERIA (Academic learning impact)
15 | I have acquired knowledge from the job duties I performed 5
16 | | have broadened my critical thinking skills (reasoning, problem |5
solving)
17 | I have learnt the ability to work independently 5
18 | | feel my classroom learning was enriched 5
19 | I have the ability to connect academic subject matter to the real world. | 5
NO | CRITERIA (EMPLOYMENT/JOB SPECIFIC IMPACT)
20 | I developed specialised technical skills for a specific job function 5
21 | | broadened my future employment possibilities 4
22 | | received an opportunity to explore a specific career 5
23 | | developed realistic ideas about the work world 5
24 | I narrowed my future possible career choices. 5
25 | What is your average score from this test? 4.79

5. General Comments

During my time at The Business Standard, | had the chance to put my hands on both sub-
editing and reporting simultaneously. I learned a lot. This experience has been a self-
growth curve for me to enhance my future career in the field of journalism. However, |
don’t want to narrow career possibilities because 1 still want to pursue my higher studies
in Data Journalism at Columbia University. | hope my experience at TBS will strengthen
my application there.

N

Signature of Intern
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Photo 2: After receiving appointment letter | framed this, sent to my parents - a happy image!
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Photo 3: A screenshot of my uploaded news till 10 December — 16 pages in total. Each page
carries 50 news titles that | uploaded. In total the number is 746.
For better visibility of the image: Click Here


https://www.awesomescreenshot.com/image/44854565?key=670f9dabe55cc24594c02f86d36a3c19
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Photo 5: The newsroom, along with its top leaders, looking at Obaidul Quader talking about his
meeting with Peter Haas regarding US’s visa restriction in front of online news desk. A scene that
occurs only when something significant brews.

Photo 4: The newsroom looking at AL nomination announcements by Obaidul Quader for polls
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Photo 6: | got my ID card and first business card after a month | joined when Israel-Gaza war broke
out and we at TBS extensively covered the war with a 4 columns widget on the landing page.
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Photo 7: Tajul bhai, Fayika apu, and | together listened to this 35-minute PM interview in Bangla,
transcribed, subbed and compiled a 1200+ words LEAD article faster than any other top media.
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Photo 8: Screenshot of a news assigned to me by one of senior sub — who co-ordinated on the day.

! Mehedi Hasan Marof <rsach.menedidgmai.com Mon 1Dec, 1426 Qdayssgel P
Kushtia-4 MP Gorge's wealth and income multiply nearly six-fold in 5 years
TBS Report.

Selim Altaf Gorge, the incumbent member of pariiament and Awami League candidata for the upcoming slections in Kushtia-4 has witnessed a significant surge in his assets — nearly sixfold, over the past five years since becoming an MP in
the 2018 general election

As per the affidavit submitted to the Election Commission in 2018, Gorge's assets were estimated at Tk36 lakh, comprising Tk10 lakh in immovable assets and Tk26 lakh in movable assets

However, the affidavit submitied for the upcoming election paints a different picture, showcasing a surge in his wealth to Tk1 625 crore - as his annual income has also seen a substantial increase, multiplying nearly six times
Barnister Salim Altaf Gorge, the current Member of Parliament for the Kushtia-4 (Kumarkhali-Khoksa) constituency, has secured the Awami League's candidacy this year for the second time

Despite not having any formal role within the party's hierarchy, he secured the party's nomination during the 2018 naticnal pariamentary elections and became an MP

Later on, he was appointed as a prassidium member of the Jubo League, which is the youth wing of the party.

Analysing his affidavits for the 11th and 12th National Parliamentary Elections, it is found that Selim Altaf Gorge had an income of Tk3 5 lakh five years ago

Photo 9: Here is how I returned back the news in email. It’s a long news. We are assigned news via a
messenger group as well. Depends on what medium corrs or reporters are sending the informations.

F ed
From: Yashab Osama
Date: Mon, Dec 11, 20

M
Subject: Re: Kushtia-4 asoner I P er hy

To: TBS Online <paling businesssiand

Kushtia-4 MP Selim Altaf’s wealth, income grows by 345% in only 5yrs
TBS Report

The son of school teacher parents, Selim Altaf, also the incumbent member of parliament and Awami League candidate for the upcoming elections in Kushtia-4, has
seen a dramatic turn in fortunes since he secured the electoral seat in the 2018 general election

As per the affidavit submitted to the Election Commission in 2018, Gorge's assets were estimated at Tk36 lakh, comprising Tk10 lakh in immovable assets and Tk26
lakh in movable assets.

But the affidavit he submitted for the upcoming election shows that his wealth has surged to Tk1.625 crore, while his annual income has also grown by nearly five
times to Tk19.86 lakh

Photo 10: This is how | got the revised version edited by Web Editor, he also works just like a junior
online journalist do on the same story. Sometimes even | revise a story he initially edited.

onomy sis  World+Biz  Sports  Features v

"~ _ JS Polls: Wealth of ministers, MPs and othersci é
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State minister for water Shamim's Kushtia-4 MP Selim Altaf’s wealth, Finance minister's wealth drops Momen's wealth doubles after
annual income surges 27-fold income grows by 345% in only syrs after giving money away to wife, ‘joining politics from teaching’
daughter, grandchildren

Photo 11: I uploaded the news immediately to the website with a landing-page placement.
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Photo 12: This is a special image - on my 12" day at office | along with TBS special corrs. Jasim bhai
broke a family run autocracy in new board in a 117 years old Chittagong Chamber of Commerce.
Jasim bhai told me to grab this as a memoir citing “all who worked in these types of stories with him
has become big shot journos in time ”- | took it as a compliment. | was proud of the treatment | gave
to the story — how I pushed Jasim bhai for making those calls time and time again. A story that we
covered late, but we covered the finest. Top Editors were super happy. Read the story here.

Photo 13: The craftsman of words Osama editing my story — the bottle is borrowed to drink water.



https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/pacific-jeans-md-tanvir-becomes-first-ccci-director-resign-117-years-700070
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She mentioned that there will be an opportunity for exam result re-evaluation
from 27 November to 3 December.

GPA-5 Achievers at a glance in HSC
2016-2023
200,000 189,169
176,282
161,807
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50,000 37,069 47,280
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HSC result index showed a significant dip in the highest grade this year in past three years. The image shows the
number of GPA 5 in each year since 2016. Infographics: Mehedi Hasan Marof/TBS
This year a total of 13,74,488 students sat for HSC and equivalent exams from
17 August to 25 September. Of them, 6,89,023 were boys and 6,68,892 were

girls.
N

Photo 14: | make infographics every now and then for TBS Online special stories.

Home » Commuters suffer due to lack of ransportation amid Hartal
Revisions for Commuters suffer due to lack of transportation amid Hartal

Revisions allow you to track differences between multiple versians of your content, and revert back to older versions.

REVISION Compare OPERATIONS
| Sun, 10/29/2023 - 10-17 by Mehedi @ This s the published revision.
Sun, 10/29/2023 - 10:09 by fagun ® Revert
Sun, 10/29/2023 - 10:02 by Mehedi o o Revert
Sun, 10/29/2023 - 09:56 by Mehedi o o] Revert
Sun, 10/29/2023 - 09:44 by Mehedi (o] [e] Revert
Sun, 10/29/2023 - 0942 by Mehedi (o} o] Revert
Sun, 107292023 - 09:38 by Mehedi o o Revert
Sun, 10/29/2023 - 09:36 by Mehedi o o] Revert
Sun, 10/29/2023 - 09:29 by Mehedi (e} [e] Revert
Sun, 10/29/2023 - 09:26 by Mehedi (o} o] Revert
Sun, 107292023 - 09:25 by Mehedi o o Revert
Sun, 10/29/2023 - 09:24 by Mehedi o o Revert

Photo 15: Sometimes a story has to go through several revisions when it’s developing. Image shows
the revision log of the backend of a news article.

Photo 16: Sometimes we get a copy in the form of this, just some jotted information — TBS online desk
prepare a news. It’s a copy amid blockade. I developed the story.
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Photo 18: Image shows panel room where newspaper for next day get edited.
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Photo 20: Sometimes the news flow is so much that we don’t get time to get in conference room for
the weekly meeting.
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Photo 22: | always am ecstatic to see my name inked on print. Despite | work in the online news desk,
I have 7 byline stories in print so far. This image was captured on 7 Nov when two of my stories got
full columns and half of the page.

I dream of having 100 front-page byline stories someday. Here’s to the days coming...!



