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Introduction  

 

As a student of Media Studies and Journalism at the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh 
(ULAB), with a major in Public Relations and a minor in South Asian Studies (SAS), I have 
consistently dedicated myself to academic excellence throughout my undergraduate journey. 
Beyond the classroom, I actively engaged in extracurricular activities, contributing to the vibrant 
academic environment at ULAB and nurturing my intellectual growth. 

My interest in research and critical inquiry was significantly strengthened during my studies, 
particularly through courses that emphasized critical thinking and analytical skills. It was in 2022 
that I was first introduced to the emerging field of fact-checking within journalism. A pivotal 
moment was my participation in a workshop titled "Fact-Checking Basics: A Beginner’s Workshop 
to Combating Misinformation," organized by the Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS) 
at ULAB. Under the mentorship of Professor Dr. Sumon Rahman and his team of research 
assistants, I became deeply aware of the pressing need to address misinformation and 
disinformation in our media ecosystem. 

Inspired by this experience, I began preparing myself to pursue an internship at CQS, aiming to 
enhance my knowledge in fact-checking, report writing, analytical reasoning, and research 
methodology. In December 2024, I formally expressed my interest to Professor Rahman, who 
kindly offered me the opportunity to join the Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS) as 
an intern. 

Over the course of my three-month internship, I focused on developing a wide range of skills 
crucial to both my academic and professional aspirations. These included sharpening my writing 
proficiency, enhancing my analytical abilities, expanding my research competencies, and 
mastering the art of fact-checking report writing. I believe these skills will be instrumental in 
advancing my career in journalism, public relations, and research-based communication. 

This internship report aims to document and reflect on my experiences, learning outcomes, and 
contributions during my tenure at CQS. In doing so, it highlights the critical role of fact-checking 
in strengthening media credibility and its growing relevance in contemporary communication 
studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

Expectations   

Internships offer a crucial opportunity to bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and 
practical application by engaging in real-world professional settings. As a student majoring in 
Public Relations and minoring in South Asian Studies, I viewed this internship as a platform to 
translate my academic learning into meaningful practice, develop professional competencies, and 
gain deeper exposure to the field of social science research and media studies. 

At the Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS), I was assigned to support CQS-led 
research projects by contributing to research design, assisting in data collection, and working as 
an apprentice fact-checker for Fact Watch, the Center's flagship initiative against misinformation. 
From the outset, I had clear expectations of what I hoped to achieve through this internship: 

1. Enhancing my research skills and strengthening my understanding of both qualitative 
and quantitative research methodologies. 
 

2. Gaining real-life research experience by directly participating in ongoing research 
projects and learning how to collect, organize, and present research data systematically. 
 

3. Developing advanced fact-checking skills using various digital tools and techniques to 
identify, verify, and debunk misinformation. 
 

4. Experiencing the fact-checking decision-making process, particularly understanding 
how an editorial team evaluates information collectively to reach a final conclusion on a 
misinformation case. 
 

5. Improving my Bangla report writing skills, contributing actively as an apprentice fact-
checker by publishing articles on the Fact Watch platform. 
 

6. Practicing professionalism, ensuring all assigned tasks were completed within deadlines 
while maintaining the quality standards expected by the institution. 
 

7. Refining my analytical thinking, learning how to evaluate information critically and 
constructively respond to feedback provided by senior mentors. 
 

8. Strengthening my interpersonal skills by participating in events, workshops, and 
collaborative sessions organized by CQS, thereby enhancing my ability to work in 
dynamic, professional environments. 
 

9. Learning effective teamwork and time management, especially in completing group 
tasks and projects within tight timelines. 
 

10. Exploring my personal strengths and areas for improvement, using real-world 
challenges as a means to build self-awareness and professional maturity. 
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Host Organization 

Organization name: Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS)  

Organization type: Research Center  
Address: Nandan Kanon, House No. 84 Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi 7/A, 
Dhaka-1209 Website: https://cqs.ulab.edu.bd/  

The Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS) at the University of Liberal Arts 
Bangladesh (ULAB) operates in partnership with the University of Sussex, United 
Kingdom. Positioned as a dynamic research hub, CQS fosters interdisciplinary 
collaboration, enabling the seamless exchange of knowledge across various academic fields. 
The Center is dedicated to advancing qualitative research practices and developing 
innovative tools that support in-depth academic inquiry. Through its initiatives, CQS seeks 
to cultivate critical thinking and promote the application of qualitative methodologies in 
research design across a diverse range of disciplines. 
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Organizational Organogram  
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Tasks As An Intern 

As an intern I was assigned to do the following tasks:  

 

● Assisted in CQS-led research projects and communication programs. 

 

● Supported the Basic Fact-Checking Workshop in communication, logistics, and 

documentation tasks. 

 

● Reviewed and analyzed relevant literature for CQS research activities. 

 

● Conducted, translated, and transcribed interviews and research data. 

 

● Collected data for ongoing research projects. 

 

● Wrote fact-checking reports for the Fact Watch platform. 

 

● Developed a launching plan for Fact Watch's outreach programs. 

 

● Contributed to increasing Fact Watch’s public engagement through communication 

strategies. 

 

● Attended meetings, took notes and memos, prepared drafts and reports. 

 

● Managed research documents and organized files. 

 

● Performed additional tasks as assigned by the CQS Director. 
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Project 1 

Project Name: 

Fact-checking report on a viral video claiming a girl was rescued alive in a sack from 

Biyanibazar 

Project Title: 

বিয়ানীিাজার থেকে িস্তািন্দী বেক ারী উদ্ধাকরর দাবিকে ভাইরাল বভবিওবি পুকরাকনা ও ঠােুরগাাঁওকয়র 

Project Brief 

Recently, a video went viral on social media claiming a girl was found alive in a sack in a haor 

(wetland) located in Biyanibazar, Sylhet, Bangladesh. According to posts circulating online, the 

rescued girl was suggested to possibly be Arabi Islam Suba, a girl reported missing from 

Mohammadpur, Dhaka. The video also highlighted similarities between Suba’s clothing and the 

clothing worn by the rescued girl. 

However, after careful investigation by FactWatch, it was discovered that the video did not relate 

to Suba’s recent disappearance. Instead, the footage was traced back to July 2022, depicting an 

entirely separate incident where a madrasa student named Mahfuza Khatun was rescued from the 

Tangon River’s Jora Bridge area in Thakurgaon. Multiple media reports, along with YouTube 

archives, confirmed the original context of this incident from 2022. FactWatch categorized this 

viral claim as "Missing Context." 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: 

● Monitoring social media platforms, primarily Facebook, to detect the spread of 

misinformation. 

 

● Conducting reverse image searches to identify the original source of the viral video. 

 

● Verifying the authenticity of the claims by cross-referencing with reliable news portals 

and archived YouTube videos. 

 

● Gathering and archiving supporting evidence clearly documenting the investigation 

process. 

 

● Writing a structured and comprehensive fact-check report clearly highlighting the 

findings. 
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Draft Report 
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Edited Report: 

Following detailed feedback and editing from my supervisor and senior mentors, I finalized the 

fact-check report. The published version conclusively stated that the viral video dated back to 2022 

and was from Thakurgaon, thus clarifying the misinformation widely circulated online as "Missing 

Context" 
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Published Report 
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Published Report Link: https://www.fact-watch.org/shuba-missing-video/ 

https://www.fact-watch.org/shuba-missing-video/
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Impact of My Fact-checking Report: 

Since FactWatch is an official third-party fact-checking partner of Facebook (Meta), once the 

report was published, the misleading viral posts were appropriately labeled as "Missing Context" 

on Facebook. Thus, my report significantly aided users in clearly recognizing the misinformation 

and provided access to the verified factual report. This process effectively reduced misinformation 

spread online. 

Challenges: 

● Locating the original video source was initially challenging due to extensive resharing 

and limited identifiable details. 

 

● Working under tight deadlines while maintaining accuracy was challenging, given the 

viral nature of misinformation. 

 

● Ensuring objectivity throughout the investigation to produce an unbiased report was a 

significant responsibility. 

 

Mistakes: 

● No proper headline or structured title provided. 

 

● Absence of hyperlinks for referenced evidence (social media, YouTube videos, news 

reports). 

 

● Lack of systematic structure and clear separation between the claim and verification 

processes. 

 

● Initial omission of a clear misinformation rating/classification. 

 

● Minimal details regarding source references (channel names, dates). 

 

● Minor factual ambiguity (unclear details regarding clothing color/type). 

 

● Use of relatively informal language, compromising the professional tone required for 

fact-checking reports. 
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Learning Outcomes: 

● Learned the importance of clearly structuring reports with proper headlines to ensure 

clarity and readability. 

 

● Understood the critical necessity of providing accurate and functioning hyperlinks for all 

evidence to enhance transparency and credibility. 

 

● Gained insights into systematically organizing fact-checking reports, clearly 

distinguishing between initial claims and subsequent verification findings. 

 

● Improved my ability to clearly classify misinformation according to established criteria 

("Missing Context," "Misleading," etc.). 

 

● Recognized the importance of detailed citation of sources (dates, channel names, media 

outlets) for establishing credibility and precision in reports. 

 

● Enhanced my carefulness in verifying minute factual details (such as exact clothing 

color/type), understanding the significance of accuracy in fact-checking. 

 

● Developed a greater awareness of using a consistently professional tone, language, and 

narrative style to strengthen the report's credibility and reliability. 
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Project 2 

Project Name: 

Fact-checking report on a viral video claiming that former Gazipur Mayor Jahangir Alam led a 

protest against coordinators. 

Project Title: 

গাজীপুকর সমন্বয়েকদর আিোকে সাকিে থময়র জাহাঙ্গীর আলকমর থনেৃকে অিস্থাকনর দাবিবি বমেযা 

Project Brief: 

Recently, a video claiming that former Gazipur Mayor Jahangir Alam led local residents in a 

protest against coordinators went viral on Facebook. FactWatch investigated the claim and found 

that the video actually dates back to December 2023, depicting an unrelated event linked to the 

12th National Parliamentary Election rally. The original video was livestreamed by the "Turag 

Times" Facebook page on December 18, 2023, following the allocation of electoral symbols to 

independent candidates in Gazipur. 

FactWatch observed clear similarities between the recent viral video and the original footage, 

including identical banners related to Bangladesh’s Victory Day (December 16). Several credible 

news reports from media outlets such as "The Daily Star," "bdnews24.com," "Jugantor," and 

"Channel24" corroborated that the event featured Jahangir Alam and independent election 

candidates, confirming its actual context and timeline. 

After thorough verification, FactWatch concluded the viral claim was false ("বমেযা"). 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: 

● Monitored viral Facebook posts to detect claims related to political events involving 

former Mayor Jahangir Alam. 

 

● Conducted keyword-based searches to trace the original live-streamed video footage and 

archived it properly. 

 

● Analyzed visual elements such as banners, decorations, and landmarks to match the viral 

video with the original footage. 

 

● Cross-verified information by reviewing credible reports from media outlets like "The 

Daily Star," "bdnews24.com," "Jugantor," and "Channel24." 
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● Organized collected evidence systematically to support fact-checking 

findings. 

 

● Drafted a detailed fact-checking report and classified the claim accurately 

according to FactWatch's misinformation rating policy. 

 

Draft Report 

Initially, I prepared a draft report after reviewing various social media posts and conducting 

preliminary verification. However, I provided minimal contextual specificity and omitted 

hyperlinks to essential media sources and evidence. While I accurately identified the video as 

unrelated to the recent claim, the draft required further clarity, specificity, and professional 

detailing to meet FactWatch’s standard publication guidelines. 
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Edited Report: 

After receiving constructive feedback from my mentors and editors, I clearly refined my draft. The 

edited report incorporated explicit details, including the correct election context ("দ্বাদ  জােীয় সংসদ 

বনিবাচন"), precise timeline verification, professional structuring, and direct hyperlinks to 

authoritative sources. This resulted in a clearly structured, credible, and professional report that 

accurately categorized the misinformation as "বমেযা." 
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Published Report 
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Published Report Link: https://www.fact-watch.org/jahanngir-alam-old-video/ 

Impact of My Fact-checking Report: 

FactWatch is an official third-party fact-checking partner of Facebook (Meta). Upon publishing 

my report, Facebook accurately flagged the misleading viral video posts as false ("বমেযা"). 

Consequently, social media users were able to view the correct context, significantly curbing the 

misinformation spread and reinforcing the importance of verifying political content carefully. 

Challenges: 

● Difficulty in tracing the original video’s exact context because the viral clip was trimmed 

and edited, missing key timestamps. 

 

● Complexities in analyzing subtle visual clues (like Victory Day decorations and banners) 

to establish timeline matching. 

 

● Verifying multiple credible sources quickly and maintaining accuracy while under 

pressure to publish the fact-check promptly. 

 

● Maintaining a strictly unbiased and neutral tone while fact-checking sensitive political 

claims that could influence public perception. 

Mistakes: 

● Initially omitted clear hyperlinks to referenced sources (such as the original livestream 

from "Turag Times" and credible news outlets), thus affecting transparency. 

 

● Initially lacked specificity regarding the exact event context, vaguely referring to "বসবি 

েকপবাকর ন বনিবাচন" instead of the accurate "দ্বাদ  জােীয় সংসদ বনিবাচন." 

 

● Provided only basic details about visual similarities (banners, decorations) without 

clearly mentioning specific timestamps from the original source. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

● Realized the essential importance of including explicit hyperlinks for referenced evidence 

to maintain the highest level of transparency and credibility in a fact-check report. 

 

● Gained clarity on accurately specifying event contexts and details (such as naming 

https://www.fact-watch.org/jahanngir-alam-old-video/
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elections clearly) to avoid confusion and enhance credibility in politically sensitive 

reports. 

 

● Improved analytical skills by carefully comparing and clearly highlighting precise visual 

details (timestamps, banners, decorations) that strengthen the validity and reliability of 

fact-check findings. 

 

● Understood the importance of professional, structured, and specific reporting, 

significantly enhancing my fact-checking and report-writing competencies. 

 

● Learned how crucial meticulousness and detailed referencing are, particularly when 

dealing with politically sensitive content, to ensure credibility, reliability, and impact. 
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Project 3 

Project Name: 

Fact-checking report on a viral video falsely linked to the Madaripur mosque murder incident 

Project Title: 

ভারকের পুকরাকনা বভবিওকে মাদারীপুকরর আকলাবচে হেযাোকের দৃ য দাবিকে প্রচার 

Project Brief: 

A disturbing video recently went viral on social media, appearing to show a headless young man 

rolling on the floor, with many posts claiming it depicted a murder inside a mosque in Madaripur, 

Bangladesh. However, after a thorough investigation by FactWatch, it was revealed that the 

footage actually originates from India. The video was traced back to a YouTube channel named 

"Balaji Bhagwanpur Dham," uploaded on March 7, 2022, showing a religious exorcism ritual 

commonly performed in Hindu temples. 

The video's context was entirely different from the Madaripur mosque incident, which occurred 

due to a land and business dispute, not related to any religious ritual. Based on the findings, 

FactWatch labeled the viral claim as "False" ("বমেযা"). 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: 

● Monitoring viral posts across social media platforms to detect misleading claims. 

 

● Conducting reverse image searches using keyframes from the viral video. 

 

● Verifying the origin of the video by tracing it back to original sources and comparing 

timestamps. 

 

● Analyzing content carefully to distinguish real violence from cultural or ritual practices. 

 

● Cross-referencing multiple credible media reports and YouTube channels to verify the 

context. 

 

● Drafting a detailed fact-checking report clearly presenting the findings and categorizing 

the misinformation appropriately. 
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Draft Report: 

In my initial draft, I explained the general findings about the video but missed adding detailed 

local incident verification (such as connecting it with the real Madaripur murder news) and failed 

to provide proper hyperlinks to original sources like YouTube videos and news articles. 

Additionally, the draft lacked clear separation between the background of the viral claim and the 

real Madaripur incident. 
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Edited Report: 

After receiving feedback, I revised the report to: 

● Include accurate hyperlinks to both the YouTube source and media articles. 

 

● Clearly differentiate the real Madaripur incident from the misleading viral video. 

 

● Professionally organize the report into separate sections for better clarity. 

 

● Add an explicit mention of the original Madaripur incident context (verified from 

Prothom Alo’s report). 

The final report was professionally edited, meeting FactWatch’s publication standards, and was 

published after thorough internal review. 
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Published Report 
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Published Report Link: https://www.fact-watch.org/old-indian-video-circulated-as-

footage-of-controversial-madaripur-murder/ 

 

https://www.fact-watch.org/old-indian-video-circulated-as-footage-of-controversial-madaripur-murder/
https://www.fact-watch.org/old-indian-video-circulated-as-footage-of-controversial-madaripur-murder/
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Impact of My Fact-checking Report: 

As a third-party fact-checking partner of Facebook (Meta), FactWatch flagged the misleading 

posts linked to the viral video as "False." This labeling helped prevent the spread of serious 

misinformation about a sensitive incident in Bangladesh and educated users about the true origin 

of the video. 

Challenges: 

● Identifying the exact origin of the video was challenging due to poor quality and cropped 

frames. 

 

● It was difficult to differentiate between real violence and ritualistic activities without 

deeper investigation. 

 

● Finding credible information regarding both the original Indian ritual and the real 

Madaripur incident was time-consuming. 

 

● Maintaining neutrality while fact-checking highly emotional and violent viral content 

posed significant emotional and professional challenges. 

 

Mistakes: 

● Initially, I failed to add hyperlinks connecting the video and the original YouTube source, 

reducing transparency. 

 

● Missed mentioning the real background of the Madaripur incident in the first draft, 

making the report less contextually strong. 

 

● The first draft lacked proper separation between the claim and the verification part, 

affecting the professional flow of the report. 

 

● Limited use of specific keywords in reverse image search in my first attempt, slowing 

down verification initially. 
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Learning Outcomes: 

● Learned the importance of providing clear hyperlinks for all referenced materials to 

maintain transparency and credibility. 

 

● Understood the necessity of cross-verifying both sides: the viral claim and the real 

incident, to present a full factual picture. 

 

● Developed skills in distinguishing between ritual activities and real violent events during 

video analysis. 

 

● Improved my ability to structure fact-check reports professionally, clearly separating the 

claim, investigation, findings, and conclusion. 

 

● Enhanced my proficiency in reverse image searching by learning better keyword 

selection and frame capturing techniques. 

 

● Gained experience in handling emotionally sensitive content neutrally and objectively, an 

essential skill for ethical fact-checking. 
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Project 4 

 

Project Name: 

Fact-checking report on viral video falsely claimed as a suicide due to false accusations in 

Bangladesh 

Project Title: 

িহুেল ভিন থেকে ‘ঝাাঁপ বদকয় আত্মহেযা’ েরার বভবিওবি ভারকের 

Project Brief: 

A viral video recently circulated on social media showing a man falling from a high-rise building. 

The video was widely shared with captions claiming that the incident happened in Bangladesh and 

that the man had committed suicide due to false legal accusations. However, after conducting a 

thorough investigation, FactWatch confirmed that the incident occurred in Gujarat, India. 

Using reverse image searches and cross-referencing credible Indian news reports from News18, 

Divya Bhaskar, and Connect Gujarat, it was verified that the individual in the video was Jatin 

Andhariya, a retired municipal employee. The building shown was the Bhavnagar Municipal 

Corporation building in Gujarat. The motive behind the incident remains officially unclear 

according to news sources. Thus, FactWatch classified the viral claim as "False" ("বমেযা"). 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: 

● Monitored social media platforms to detect the spread of the misleading video. 

 

● Conducted reverse image searches using keyframes from the viral video. 

 

● Verified the incident’s actual location and identity of the person involved by consulting 

multiple credible news sources. 

 

● Gathered, archived, and organized all the supporting links and news references 

systematically. 

 

● Drafted a fact-checking report distinguishing the viral claim from verified facts and 

correctly categorized the misinformation. 
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Draft Report: 

In the initial draft, I correctly identified the origin of the video as India. However, I made several 

structural and technical mistakes: 

● I did not mention that the viral posts were also falsely claiming the event occurred in 

Bangladesh. 

 

● The separation between the claim and the verification was not well-maintained, making 

the report slightly unclear. 

 

● I did not hyperlink the news articles properly that were used as evidence. 

 

● I included unnecessary language such as "the cause of the fall is still under investigation," 

which was not relevant to debunking the misinformation. 
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Edited Report: 

After feedback, I revised the report to: 

● Explicitly clarify that some viral posts falsely mentioned Bangladesh as the location. 

 

● Structure the report better by clearly separating the viral claim and FactWatch’s 

investigation findings. 

 

● Add clear hyperlinks to News18, Divya Bhaskar, and Connect Gujarat for credibility. 

 

● Remove unnecessary information and focus only on misinformation debunking. 
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Published Report 
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Published Report Link: বহুতল ভবন থেকে ‘ঝ াঁপ দিকে আত্মহতয ’ ের র দভদিওটি ভ রকতর 

https://www.fact-watch.org/viral-video-of-man-jumping-from-a-building-is-from-india-not-bangladesh/
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Impact of My Fact-checking Report: 

Once the corrected report was published, Facebook (Meta) flagged the misleading posts correctly. 

As a result, users were informed that the incident did not occur in Bangladesh, preventing 

unnecessary panic and confusion related to false suicide news. 

Challenges: 

● Identifying whether the claim included false geographic attribution (Bangladesh vs. 

India) needed very careful verification. 

 

● Finding credible media reports about the incident in a timely manner. 

 

● Maintaining a neutral tone and presenting the facts concisely while handling sensitive 

topics like death and suicide. 

Mistakes: 

● Initially failed to mention that the viral claim wrongly included Bangladesh as the 

location. 

 

● Did not hyperlink all external references properly in the first draft. 

 

● Mixed the information about ongoing investigation with claim debunking, reducing 

report focus. 

 

● The initial draft lacked clean structural separation between claim and verification, 

causing slight confusion. 

Learning Outcomes: 

● Learned the critical importance of clearly identifying and mentioning false geographical 

attributions in viral claims. 

 

● Improved my ability to add proper hyperlinks systematically to strengthen evidence 

credibility in fact-check reports. 

 

● Understood that focusing strictly on misinformation is essential — extra information (like 

ongoing investigations) can confuse the core debunking point. 

 



51 

Project 5 

Project Name: 

Fact-checking report on viral misinformation about journalist Bithi Soptorshi 

Project Title: 

বনহে ঢাবি ব ক্ষােবীর ছবি, সাংিাবদে বিেীকে বনর্বােকনর দাবিকে প্রচার 

Project Brief: 

A viral claim recently circulated on Facebook, alleging that journalist Bithi Soptorshi was 

assaulted by Sarwar Tushar, a leader of the National Citizen Party (NCP), and hospitalized. The 

posts used an image of an unconscious woman, falsely identifying her as Bithi. However, through 

detailed investigation, FactWatch confirmed that the woman in the image was actually Elma 

Chowdhury Meghla, a former student of Dhaka University’s Dance Department, who died by 

suicide on December 14, 2021, after enduring domestic abuse from her husband and in-laws. 

Evidence from credible news sources such as Prothom Alo, The Daily Star, and The Daily Campus, 

along with a Facebook live video dated December 16, 2021, confirmed Elma’s identity. FactWatch 

rated the viral claim as "False" ("বমেযা") based on these findings. 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: 

● Detected viral posts on Facebook falsely linking an old image with a current political 

narrative. 

 

● Conducted reverse image searches to verify the original source and identity of the person 

in the viral photo. 

 

● Reviewed relevant reports from Prothom Alo, The Daily Star, and The Daily Campus for 

confirmation. 

 

● Collected and documented visual evidence, including images and live videos from 

credible sources. 

 

● Drafted the fact-check report clearly presenting the misinformation and the corrected 

facts. 
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Draft Report: 

In the first draft, while I successfully identified the real identity of the person in the photo, there 

were several critical gaps: 

● I did not clearly explain the original background (domestic violence case leading to 

suicide) alongside the viral misinformation. 

 

● I missed accurately structuring the report — mixing up the viral claim description and 

the verification findings. 

 

● I provided incomplete citation of sources (such as no clear hyperlinking to Prothom Alo 

or The Daily Star). 

 

● My language was slightly informal at places and lacked precision, which reduced the 

professional tone of the fact-checking report. 
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Edited Report: 

After receiving mentor feedback, I revised the report by: 

● Properly separating the "Viral Claim" and "Fact-Check Findings" into distinct sections 

for clear flow. 

 

● Accurately explaining the full background of the real incident (Elma Chowdhury 

Meghla’s case) to give readers complete clarity. 

 

● Adding verified source links (hyperlinks) to credible news portals. 

 

● Refining the language to be more formal, precise, and professional throughout the report. 
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Published Report 
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Published Report link: https://www.fact-watch.org/journalist-bithi-soptorshi/ 
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Impact of My Fact-checking Report: 

After publication, Facebook appropriately flagged the false claims. The report clarified that the 

viral image had no relation to journalist Bithi Soptorshi, protecting both the real victim’s dignity 

and preventing further spread of politically charged misinformation. 

Challenges: 

● Handling misinformation involving sensitive issues like violence, suicide, and 

harassment required extra careful investigation and neutral tone maintenance. 

 

● Verifying the timeline and context (2021 vs 2025) accurately under the pressure of 

rapidly spreading misinformation. 

 

● Tracing live videos and old news reports from different platforms and cross-verifying 

them took considerable time and patience. 

Mistakes: 

● Initially failed to clearly narrate the full real incident background connected to the viral 

photo. 

 

● Did not clearly separate viral claim vs. verification in report structuring. 

 

● Incomplete citation and hyperlinking of evidence sources in the draft. 

 

● Used slightly informal tone and vague language in some parts of the first draft. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

● Learned the importance of contextual verification — connecting the misinformation with 

the full, original real-life background for complete debunking. 

 

● Improved my report structuring skills, ensuring clear separation between describing the 

claim and presenting verified facts. 

 

● Understood the critical need for proper citation and hyperlinking of all external evidence 

sources to maintain credibility. 

 

● Refined my ability to maintain formal, precise, and professional tone when writing about 

sensitive social issues in fact-checking reports. 
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Project 6 

 

Project Name: 

Strategic Development and Launch of FactWatch Lab Outreach Program 

Project Title: 

FactWatch Lab: A Strategic Initiative for Enhanced Media Literacy and Fact-Checking 

Project Brief: 

The FactWatch Outreach Program, initially operated as AXIS MIL under the Media Studies and 

Journalism (MSJ) Department at ULAB, required significant strategic restructuring due to 

operational inactivity. Recognizing the urgent need for strengthening media literacy, 

misinformation mitigation, and student engagement, I initiated a comprehensive plan to rebrand 

and relaunch the program as "FactWatch Lab." This initiative was guided and endorsed by Dr. Din 

M. Sumon Rahman, Director of CQS, and my supervisor Shuvashish Das Ray Dip, ensuring 

academic support and strategic alignment. 

Objectives: 

● Enhance students' media literacy, fact-checking, and critical thinking skills. 

● Foster practical engagement opportunities by involving students directly in FactWatch 

operations. 

● Establish a sustainable, credible institutional platform for misinformation awareness. 

● Build long-term collaborations and partnerships for outreach expansion. 

 

My Responsibilities and Tasks: 

1. Proposal and Strategic Plan Development: 

I crafted a comprehensive strategic proposal after analyzing the operational shortcomings of AXIS 

MIL. The plan included rebranding under FactWatch, a phased development strategy, structured 

training programs, and future sustainability models. 
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2. Conducting a Survey and Analyzing Feedback: 

I created and circulated a Google Form among previous AXIS MIL members to gather honest 

feedback. Analyzing their insights helped identify key reasons for the previous program's failure, 

such as lack of engagement, weak leadership, and poor communication. This data-driven 

approach grounded the new FactWatch Lab's design in real needs. 

 



70 

 

 



71 

 



72 

 

Survey Form Link : 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1c7XBSFLKKnaym37FPP4iJ8inU9NyxQZR7CDDbBWZmhQ

/edit 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1c7XBSFLKKnaym37FPP4iJ8inU9NyxQZR7CDDbBWZmhQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1c7XBSFLKKnaym37FPP4iJ8inU9NyxQZR7CDDbBWZmhQ/edit
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Survey Result  
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Google sheet link: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ILqdTJ0JG0I175LYI0R2zZSuTtlVz7Px/edit?gid=1883

477237#gid=1883477237 

 

 

 

 

3. Designing the Major Activities List: 

I developed a detailed list of FactWatch Lab's core activities, including certified workshops, 

content creation (short videos, podcasts, reels), research, community campaigns, and supporting 

FactWatch's broader fact-checking missions. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ILqdTJ0JG0I175LYI0R2zZSuTtlVz7Px/edit?gid=1883477237#gid=1883477237
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ILqdTJ0JG0I175LYI0R2zZSuTtlVz7Px/edit?gid=1883477237#gid=1883477237
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4. Structuring the Outreach Timeline: 

I proposed a clear, structured timeline dividing pre-launch h activities. This included milestones 

for name selection, logo design, organizational structure finalization, workshop planning, launch 

event scheduling, and recruitment activities. 
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5. Organizational Structure Creation: 

I designed the Executive Body for FactWatch Lab, creating specialized teams such as the Fact-

Checking Team, Graphics & Design Team, Content Development Team, Workshop Organizing 

Team, and Video Production Team, ensuring clear roles and smooth operations. 
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6. Launch Event Planning: 

I created a detailed event plan covering the launch day's entire schedule, including student 

workshops, guest speeches, promotional video screening, Executive Body introductions, and a 

formal declaration of the outreach program. 
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Impact of My Contributions: 

Through my comprehensive strategic planning, survey-based restructuring, and intensive 

preparation, I successfully transitioned an inactive project into an institutionally credible, 

impactful outreach platform. FactWatch Lab is now positioned as a flagship program for media 

literacy and fact-checking education at ULAB, offering continuous engagement opportunities for 

students while strengthening FactWatch's broader societal mission. 

Challenges: 

● Overcoming the poor reputation and inactivity associated with the previous AXIS MIL 

initiative. 

● Coordinating multiple tasks within tight academic calendars and resource limitations. 

● Generating momentum and building excitement among students and faculty for a new 

outreach model. 

Mistakes: 

● Initially underestimated the critical timing of promotional material production, causing 

last-minute adjustments. 

● Needed to refine the internal organizational structure to ensure effective division of labor. 

● The early timeline draft was ambitious, requiring readjustments based on practical 

feedback from supervisors. 

Learning Outcomes: 

● Mastered strategic project management involving diverse stakeholders. 

● Learned to design outreach initiatives based on real community feedback and practical 

constraints. 

● Developed skills in event coordination, promotional planning, and operational leadership. 

● Strengthened my understanding of sustainability and scalability models for student-driven 

initiatives. 
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Project 7 

Project Name: 

Categorization and Analytical Review of FactWatch Reports (April–December 2024) 

Project Title: 

FactWatch Report Categorization and Trend Analysis for Misinformation Monitoring 

Project Brief: 

In an era of rapidly evolving misinformation, especially during politically sensitive times, the need 

for systematic tracking and classification of misinformation cases becomes essential. 

Recognizing this need, I undertook the responsibility to analyze, categorize, and systematically 

organize all fact-check reports published by FactWatch from April 2024 to December 2024. 

 

Task and Responsibilities  

My task involved manually reading each report, identifying critical attributes like misinformation 

type, content category, targeted groups or individuals, foreign country involvement, and political 

orientation. 

I structured all findings into an organized database for internal research, trend analysis, and future 

strategic planning. 
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April 2024 

 

● Categorized 40+ reports. 

● Dominant misinformation type: Political and Religious. 

 

● Foreign involvement mainly India, Israel, and Palestine. 

 

● Key targets: Bangladeshi public figures, Teachers, Sports community. 
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May 2024 

● Analyzed 44 reports. 

 

● Heavy misinformation around natural disasters (heatwaves, flooding). 

 

● Political sarcasm and health misinformation rose during early May. 

 

● Rising anti-government narratives appeared. 
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June 2024 

● Processed 45+ reports. 

 

● Surge in myth-based misinformation (Russell’s Viper rumors, Mango poisoning). 

 

● Many reports connected to Bangladesh's cultural and social myths. 

 

● Religious misinformation also increased slightly. 
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July 2024 

● Around 50 reports categorized. 

 

● Focus shifted to Quota Movement 2024 protests. 

 

● Student protests were a major theme. 

 

● Some Anti-Opposition narratives detected as well. 

 

 



87 

August 2024 

● Handled nearly 90 reports (highest volume month). 

 

● Major misinformation spike post-July Uprising and Flood Crisis. 

 

● Heavy misinformation against political figures and public institutions. 

 

● Foreign involvement: India, Israel, USA prominent. 

 

 



88 

September 2024 

● Categorized 60+ reports. 

● Misinformation around interim government, CHT (Chittagong Hill Tracts) crisis, and 

teachers' protests. 

● Notable rise in communal misinformation narratives. 
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October 2024 

● 50+ reports analyzed. 

 

● Focused mainly on political misinformation. 

 

● Financial and international political rumors linked to Gaza war also surfaced. 

 

● Targeting of student leaders and public sector expanded. 
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November 2024 

● 60+ reports processed. 

 

● Misinformation surrounding Metro Rail, Elections, and University Protests. 

 

● Major fake news linking USA elections and Bangladesh’s interim government spread. 
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December 2024 

● 70+ reports categorized. 

 

● Continuous focus on political misinformation. 

 

● Religious misinformation about Iscon and communal violence increased. 

 

● Foreign linkages with Pakistan, India, and USA remained high. 
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Impact of My Contribution: 

By categorizing and analyzing FactWatch’s reports from April to December 2024, I developed a 

structured dataset that enhanced FactWatch’s ability to systematically track misinformation 

trends and organize internal research. 

 Through this process, I enabled the organization to: 

● Identify evolving patterns of misinformation based on topics, targets, and foreign 

involvement. 

 

● Strengthen the basis for future data-driven awareness campaigns and research outputs. 

 

● Establish a more organized and academically credible archive of verified reports. 

This project created a valuable internal resource that will support FactWatch’s future operational 

efficiency, academic collaboration opportunities, and strategic planning in misinformation 

mitigation. 

 Completing this project independently under tight deadlines demonstrated my ability to manage 

data-intensive assignments with precision, contributing meaningfully to FactWatch’s long-term 

objectives. 

Challenges: 

● High Volume Management: 

 Categorizing hundreds of reports manually was extremely time-consuming. Maintaining 

consistent accuracy across such a large dataset tested my focus and time management 

skills continuously. 

 

● Complex Case Handling: 

 Many misinformation cases were not straightforward — they blended political, religious, 

financial narratives together. Identifying the primary misinformation type demanded 

sharp judgment and careful reading. 

 

● Foreign Involvement Verification: 

 Distinguishing whether a foreign country was genuinely involved (or only mentioned 

indirectly) often required secondary research beyond the FactWatch report itself. 

 

● Deadline Pressures: 

 Meeting internal project deadlines while handling complex classification work created 

intense periods of workload pressure, especially during heavy reporting months (August, 

November). 
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Mistakes: 

● Initial Misclassification in Early Stages: 

 In the first months (April–May), I occasionally classified reports too narrowly — 

ignoring secondary misinformation themes. After feedback, I refined my categorization 

method to allow dual/multiple classifications where necessary. 

 

● Inconsistent Speed vs. Detail Balance: 

 At the start, I spent too much time deeply analyzing every minor detail, which slowed 

down overall progress. I later learned to balance depth of analysis with efficient 

categorization speed. 

 

● Limited Use of Cross-Checking Sources Initially: 

 In the beginning, I only used FactWatch reports for verification. Later, I realized that 

cross-referencing with additional credible sources (news media, academic articles) made 

foreign involvement tagging much stronger. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

● Advanced Analytical Ability: 

 I significantly strengthened my capacity to analyze complex misinformation patterns, 

distinguish overlapping narratives, and classify them accurately. 

● Enhanced Data Structuring and Organization: 

 Managing hundreds of entries, I mastered practical skills in data sorting, thematic 

coding, and information systematization — essential for both research and operational 

strategy. 

 

● Improved Decision-Making Under Pressure: 

 Balancing accuracy, depth, and speed taught me how to make quick yet thoughtful 

decisions even under high workload conditions. 

 

● Real-World Misinformation Trend Understanding: 

 This project gave me a first-hand experience of how political events, natural disasters, 

protests, and international conflicts directly influence misinformation waves in 

Bangladesh and beyond. 

● Leadership in Independent Projects: 

 Executing a project from start to finish with minimal supervision developed my ability to 

independently manage, troubleshoot, and deliver complex tasks — a major step forward 

for my career in media, research, and fact-checking sectors. 
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Project 8 

Project Name: 

Gendered Misinformation Research – Data Collection and Compilation 

Project Title: 

Structured Data Collection for Gendered Misinformation Analysis and Curriculum Development 

Project Brief: 

This project was part of the broader Gendered Misinformation Research under CQS, aimed at 

investigating how gender identity is exploited in misinformation and disinformation campaigns, 

particularly targeting women involved in politics, activism, and public life. 

My responsibility was to collect, document, and categorize instances of gendered misinformation, 

forming a primary dataset that would support deeper qualitative research, curriculum development 

for gender-sensitive fact-checking, and future capacity-building workshops. 

This work was essential to identify patterns of targeting, manipulation techniques, and public 

perception attacks faced by women, thereby aiding the design of gender-focused digital literacy 

modules. 
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Task and Responsibilities  

1. Data Collection from Verified Sources: 

● I systematically collected 333 individual misinformation cases relevant to female figures 

from credible fact-checking organizations: 

 

○ Rumor Scanner 

 

○ Fact Watch 

 

○ Boom Bangladesh 

 

○ DismisLab 

 

2. Keyword-Based Targeted Search: 

● I created a specialized keyword set in Bangla, covering terms like মমোজ, রুবমন ফারহানা, 

বে া, পরীমবন, নারীর প্রবে সবহংসো, and related phrasesProgress Report for Gen…. 

 

● I applied this keyword set across all fact-checking platforms to ensure comprehensive 

coverage. 

 

3. Documentation and Structuring: 

● Each entry was systematically recorded with: 

 

○ Headline 

 

○ Source Platform 

 

○ URL Link 
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After receiving an email from my Research Coordinator, Mr. Zulkar Naeen, I prepared a formal 

Progress Report documenting the initial outcomes of the Gendered Misinformation Data 

Collection project. In this report, I summarized the project’s focus, outlined the total number of 

misinformation cases collected (333 entries), detailed the search methodology and keywords used, 

and described the characteristics of the misinformation techniques identified. This progress update 

was prepared to provide a clear overview of the work completed so far and to align ongoing efforts 

with the broader goals of developing gender-sensitive fact-checking modules under the project’s 

next phases. 
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Impact of My Contribution: 

By systematically collecting, verifying, and organizing instances of gendered misinformation, I 

created a structured and comprehensive dataset that directly supports FactWatch’s Gendered 

Misinformation Research project. This dataset serves as a foundational resource for thematic 

research, development of gender-sensitive fact-checking modules, and integration into digital 

literacy curricula. My contribution has strengthened FactWatch’s ability to design evidence-based 

interventions, helped meet key project deliverables, and provided critical insights necessary for 

building safer digital spaces for women navigating online misinformation threats. 

Challenges: 

● Volume and Repetition: 

 Tracking 333 cases across platforms with many overlaps required careful cross-

verification to avoid duplication. 

 

● Subtle and Deepfakes: 

 Some misinformation, especially deepfakes or minor edited visuals, required close 

observation to classify correctly. 

 

● Data Standardization: 

 Each platform followed slightly different reporting styles, making it challenging to 

maintain uniformity across the compiled dataset. 

Mistakes: 

● Early Overlap: 

 Initially, I missed some overlaps where the same misinformation case was published 

differently by two platforms. I later refined my cross-verification system to detect these. 

 

● Time Management: 

 Managing such a large volume of detailed entries alongside other tasks occasionally 

caused timeline pressure, especially while documenting smaller yet important cases. 

 

● Inconsistent Context Notes Early On: 

 At the beginning, I recorded minimal context for some entries, which I later improved 

for better research usability. 
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Learning Outcomes: 

● Advanced Data Management: 

 Learned how to compile large volumes of diverse information into a standardized, 

research-ready dataset. 

 

● Analytical Attention to Detail: 

 Improved my ability to detect nuanced forms of misinformation, especially subtle edits 

and layered fake narratives. 

 

● Real-world Understanding of Gender Targeting: 

 Gained deep insights into how gendered narratives are systematically weaponized 

against women, especially in politically tense contexts. 

 

● Foundation for Research Support: 

 Strengthened my skills in building datasets that can directly feed into qualitative 

research, training development, and curriculum design. 
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Internship Outcome  

During my internship at the Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS) and FactWatch, I 

had the opportunity to work across multiple major projects that enhanced my academic, 

professional, and research capabilities in a structured and impactful manner. 

One of my core contributions was producing eight professional fact-check reports, each focused 

on identifying, investigating, and debunking viral misinformation circulating on digital platforms. 

Throughout this process, I developed critical fact-checking skills, including source verification, 

reverse image searching, claim assessment, and structured report writing. This experience has built 

my credibility as a fact-checking professional ready for the digital journalism and verification 

sectors. 

In addition to fact-checking, I played a lead role in the rebranding and relaunching of FactWatch’s 

Outreach Program. Through designing the FactWatch Lab structure, preparing strategic proposals, 

developing workshop frameworks, and planning the launch event, I gained real-world experience 

in project management, leadership structuring, institutional branding, and stakeholder 

engagement. Successfully transforming a previously inactive outreach project (AXIS MIL) into 

an actionable, sustainable model strengthened my practical skills in team management and 

communication. 

I was also entrusted with the task of categorizing all FactWatch reports from April to December 

2024, manually analyzing and organizing hundreds of cases based on misinformation type, 

political orientation, topic, and foreign influence. This categorization not only supported 

FactWatch’s operational research efforts but also honed my skills in data organization, trend 

analysis, and strategic report compilation. 

Another major project I contributed to was the Gendered Misinformation Research, where I 

collected and systematized 333 cases of misinformation targeting women, public figures, and 

activists. This project deepened my understanding of gender dynamics in digital misinformation 

and provided the foundation for developing gender-sensitive fact-checking training modules — an 

area gaining global priority. I also prepared formal progress reports for project tracking and 

academic coordination. 

Through these intensive and varied responsibilities, I developed a well-rounded skill set that 

includes: 

● Professional fact-checking and misinformation analysis 

 

● Strategic project planning and proposal writing 
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● Research-driven data management and trend analysis 

 

● Workshop and capacity-building curriculum development 

 

● Academic and professional reporting 

 

● Institutional communication and promotional planning 

The skills I have acquired will directly benefit me by: 

● Enabling me to pursue career paths in fact-checking organizations, research institutes, 

and strategic communication firms. 

 

● Strengthening my profile for academic research opportunities focused on misinformation, 

media ethics, and gender studies. 

 

● Equipping me with the expertise to design and deliver media literacy workshops for 

schools, universities, and community organizations. 

 

● Preparing me to contribute to gender-sensitive digital safety initiatives — a rapidly 

growing field globally. 

 

● Building my readiness to manage projects, lead research-driven campaigns, and 

contribute to policy and advocacy programs focusing on misinformation and digital 

rights. 

 

Overall, this internship has provided me with a rare and powerful combination of theoretical 

insight, practical experience, and research professionalism — positioning me to contribute 

meaningfully to both academic and professional sectors in Bangladesh and internationally. 
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WORKPLACE LOG 
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                                                                                                                  MSJ043                                                                                                                                                     
 

SELF-ASSESSMENT FORM 

 

The purpose of this survey is to obtain students input on how they think they have performed.  

 

Name of Intern: Md. Touhidul Islam 

 

University ID: 193012039 

1. During a typical week, approximately how many hours did you dedicate to your internship?  

35 Hours 

 

2. Was your internship paid? If yes, how much?  

Yes, 5000 BDT a month 

 

3. Was your site supervisor available to meet when needed? Tick any one of the following.  

 

☐Not at all  ☐Slightly ☐Moderately  ☐Quite a bit  ✔A great deal 

 

4. Next, we would like to know how you were affected by your internship. Using the scale below, please indicate 

the degree to which participation in your internship experience increased or strengthened your abilities, attitudes, 

awareness or understanding in each of the areas identified:  

 

1=Not at all  2=Slightly 3=Moderately  4=Quite a bit  5=A great deal  

 

NO CRITERIA (Personal) RATING 

1 I have a sense of satisfaction in doing something worthwhile.  5 

2 I believe in my ability to make a difference.  5 

3 I am open to new experiences.  5 

4 I have gained the capacity to be more productive.  5 

5 I can recognize my personal strengths.  5 

6 I can recognize my personal weaknesses.  5 

7 I have a sense of personal achievement.  5 

8 I have the ability to persevere in difficult tasks  5 

NO CRITERIA (Social/Interpersonal Impact) 5 

9  I demonstrate concern for the welfare of others  5 

10 I can be understanding and appreciative of people with diverse backgrounds 5 

11 I have the ability to work cooperatively with others  5 

12 I have the ability to communicate effectively  5 

MSJ 043 (00) Pages 1 of 2 

Name of the Institute/Organization: Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies 

Corporate Office Address: Nondon Kanon, House #84, Road#&/A, Satmasjid Road, 

Dhanmondi- 1209, Bangladesh  

Email: contact@factwatch.org Web: https://www.fact-watch.org/web/ 
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13 I have increased my ability to be a leader  4 

14  I feel more connected to my community  4 

NO CRITERIA (Academic learning impact)  4 

15 I have acquired knowledge from the job duties I performed  4 

16 I have broadened my critical thinking skills (reasoning, problem solving) 4 

17 I have learnt the ability to work independently  4 

18 I feel my classroom learning was enriched  4 

19 I have the ability to connect academic subject matter to the real world.  4 

NO CRITERIA (EMPLOYMENT/JOB SPECIFIC IMPACT) 5 

20 I developed specialised technical skills for a specific job function  5 

21 I broadened my future employment possibilities  5 

22 I received an opportunity to explore a specific career  4 

23 I developed realistic ideas about the work world  4 

24 I narrowed my future possible career choices.  4 

25 What is your average score from this test?  4.78 

 

 

5. General Comments  

My internship at the Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS) has been a defining chapter of my 

academic journey. It allowed me to bridge theoretical knowledge with impactful real-world experience in the 

fields of fact-checking, media literacy, and strategic communication. I took part in producing verified 

content, managing outreach programs, and conducting research on gendered misinformation, all of which 

strengthened my analytical, organizational, and reporting skills. I learned how to work independently under 

pressure, collaborate within a diverse team, and respond constructively to feedback — traits essential for 

professional growth. This internship also deepened my understanding of ethical journalism and civic 

responsibility, empowering me to pursue a purposeful career in research, communication, and public service. 

Above all, it instilled in me a profound sense of confidence and commitment to using media as a tool for 

truth and social change. 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Signature of Intern 
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Professional Competencies 

Throughout my internship at the Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS) and FactWatch, 

I have significantly strengthened a range of professional competencies that are essential for my 

academic and career development. 

 These competencies reflect the practical knowledge, skills, and professional attitudes I have 

acquired and refined while working across diverse projects involving fact-checking, research 

coordination, outreach planning, and data analysis. 

 Knowledge Acquired: 

● Research Methodology: 

 Developed a strong understanding of qualitative and quantitative research techniques, 

including data collection, trend analysis, and thematic categorization. 

 

● Misinformation Ecosystem and Fact-Checking Standards: 

 Gained in-depth knowledge of the patterns, techniques, and impacts of misinformation, 

particularly gendered and politically motivated false narratives. 

 

● Media Literacy and Public Communication: 

 Strengthened my understanding of digital literacy principles, fact-checking education 

modules, and outreach campaign strategies. 

 

● Organizational and Project Management: 

 Acquired insights into managing project timelines, structuring teams, planning events, 

and coordinating institutional communication. 

 

● Diversity and Workplace Sensitivity: 

 Gained experience working in diverse research and communication environments, 

appreciating inclusivity and different perspectives. 

Skills Developed: 

● Content Development and Fact-Checking: 

 Produced fact-checking reports, analyzed misinformation trends, and contributed to 

curriculum material development. 

 

● Critical Thinking and Analytical Reasoning: 

 Evaluated complex misinformation cases, performed deep verification, and developed 

logical frameworks for data categorization. 
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● Advanced Data Management: 

 Handled large datasets using Google Drive, Docs, Sheets, and Forms, and conducted 

structured data analysis for academic research. 

 

● Professional Writing and Reporting: 

 Drafted formal project proposals, strategic reports, progress updates, and research 

summaries suitable for academic and professional settings. 

 

● Interpersonal and Digital Communication: 

 Practiced clear and professional communication via email, project documentation, and 

workshop coordination. 

 

● Technical Proficiency: 

 Gained strong operational command over Microsoft Office tools (Word, Excel, 

PowerPoint) and Google Workspace (Docs, Sheets, Slides, Forms). 

 

Attitudes and Professional Ethics: 

● Bias-Free Fact-Checking and Research Integrity: 

 Maintained objectivity, transparency, and ethical standards while verifying sensitive 

misinformation cases and preparing reports. 

 

● Professional Discipline and Responsibility: 

 Consistently met project deadlines, attended meetings on time, and demonstrated a 

proactive attitude in fulfilling responsibilities. 

 

● Adaptability and Problem Solving: 

 Successfully handled project challenges, adapted to evolving tasks, and delivered results 

under tight deadlines and workload pressures. 

 

● Commitment to Personal and Professional Growth: 

 Continuously sought feedback, reflected on mistakes, and improved my skills through 

self-driven learning during the internship. 

 

● Respect for Workplace Diversity: 

 Valued and adapted to the diverse academic and organizational culture within CQS and 

FactWatch, promoting inclusiveness and team collaboration. 
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Concluding Remarks 

Completing my internship at the Center for Critical and Qualitative Studies (CQS) and FactWatch 

has been an enriching and transformative experience. Over the course of my internship, I had the 

opportunity to apply academic knowledge to real-world projects, develop professional 

competencies, and contribute meaningfully to important initiatives related to fact-checking, media 

literacy, and research on gendered misinformation. 

This rewarding journey would not have been possible without the invaluable guidance, 

encouragement, and support of my mentors, supervisors, and colleagues. Their dedication, 

insights, and mentorship have played a vital role in shaping the depth and quality of my work 

throughout this period. 

I am confident that the knowledge, skills, and professional attitudes I have acquired through this 

internship will continue to guide my academic pursuits and professional career in the future. This 

experience has not only strengthened my capabilities but has also instilled in me a greater sense of 

purpose and commitment towards combating misinformation and promoting digital literacy. 

I sincerely express my gratitude to everyone at CQS and FactWatch who contributed to making 

this internship a milestone in my journey of personal and professional growth. 

By 

 Md. Touhidul Islam 

 University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) 

 ID: 193012039 

 Batch: 193 

 

 


