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Student Id: 171012005
Department: Media Studies and Journalism
Concentration: Business Journalism
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Name of the Supervisor:Mr. Abul Hasnath
Designation of the Supervisor:Assistant Sub Editor, Prothom Alo
Section:International Desk
Internship Start Date: 26 January,2021
Internship End Date:26 March,2021
Work hour per week: 48 hours
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Introduction

This report is a detailed sketch about my academic internship at The Prothom Alo.
Prothom Alo has given me the best 8 weeks opportunity to apply my academic
learnings. Because of the over-warming atmosphere | quickly adapted myself there. The
internship period gave me the opportunity to practice in the real world of journalism .
This period helped me to get the real taste of working as a journalist under the
supervision of a professional journalist. The four years at ULAB was an exciting journey
for me. Along with multidisciplinary courses ULAB also offered me apprenticeship
programs, which trained me for the practical work space. In ULAB | did not only study
media studies and journalism but I practiced journalism through ULAB TV as well.
Even my major concentration was Business Journalism, but my department allows me
to study multimedia production, public relations, media ethics and so on. After studying
a wide area of media, the internship semester is much needed to apply my learnings
practically. The Prothom Alo was the best place for me to utilize my academic
knowledge effectively. It gave me the opportunity to blend academic knowledge with
practical life experience. Mainly my internship was in the international desk but my
team allowed me to work with the feature team also. The team allowed me not only to
work in just the international desk section, also work in multiple sectors like feature,
online, social media, etc. | got to learn a lot of new things from each of these tasks.
These inter department tasks allowed me to learn how to work as a team, how to
collaborate with the other teammates and teams. | tried my best to prove myself and
develop my personal and professional skills. My internship period was a bit challenging
for me as half of it took place during the pandemic. Last one month of my internship
was done from my home. There were some restrictions on visiting places and face to
face interviews. So | tried my best to take those interviews over the phone. Overall this
internship period gave me a push to come out of my comfort zone and face the real
world of professionalism and also to do better in the field.



Objective
Before starting the internship, my objectives were as followed:
- Applying my academic knowledge that | have gained in the past four years at ULAB
- Learning organizational behavior and office culture
- Developing news writing and news editing
- Generating ideas for the weekly supplement magazines of a daily newspaper
- Learning the use of modern technology used in journalism

- Practicing journalism for a mainstream professional news platform



Host Organization: Prothom Alo

November 4, 1998. With the very first light of dawn, hawkers were out in the streets
delivering a new daily, Prothom Alo to the newspaper readers of Bangladesh. Because
of its courageous journalism, rich content and presentation with unique layout and
design, Prothom Alo quickly won the hearts of the people, even the most sophisticated
and fastidious readers extended their loyalty towards it. Since then Prothom Alo has
been lighting up every corner of Bangladesh along with 209 other countries and
territories across the world through its online portal. Readers too have amply rewarded
Prothom Alo for its efforts. Along its journey, Prothom Alo has broken all the prevalent
circulation records of the print news media industry of Bangladesh and is relentlessly
endeavoring to take itself to newer heights. Among all the dailies published in the
country, Prothom Alo has the highest circulation figure. From press facilities located in
Dhaka, Chittagong and Bogura, currently around 490 thousand copies are circulated
each day. In special days and occasions this number exceeds the 500 thousand mark.
According to the National Media Survey of 2016, every day 5.5 million people read the
print edition. Prothom Alo’s readership numbers is miles ahead than that of any other
newspaper of the country. Prothom Alo not only has the widest reader base, but it also
reaches the most sophisticated, affluent and highly erudite readers of Bangladesh.

In every segment of readers, be it based on demographic or economic parameters,
Prothom Alo’s readership number is way ahead of any other newspaper. And this is why
any news or communication published in Prothom Alo can ensure the most impactful
exposure among all the print vehicles.

The online portal of Prothom Alo (prothom-alo.com) is the number one Bangladeshi as
well as Bangla website in the world, based on traffic and page view. Simultaneously the
English version of Prothom Alo is also widely read in Bangladesh and abroad. In a day
Prothom Alo reaches 1.2 Million users through its portal and VAS. Prothom Alo e-paper
site (eprothomalo.com) is the most popular e-paper site of Bangladesh. Various value
added services offered by Prothom Alo to mobile devices through 2221 keep the users
updated and enrich their day to day life. When it comes to social media Prothom Alo
stands as one of the most popular corporate pages of Bangladesh with very high level
of engagement.

Currently 15 million fans are following Prothom Alo through Facebook. On twitter it
has around 490 thousand followers. All the digital platforms of Prothom Alo are being
accessed by 9 million visitors from 210 different countries and territories across the
globe with more than 130 million page views per month. Prothom Alo, under the
leadership of its editor Matiur Rahman, has been carrying out a crusade against acid
violence, drugs, HIV/AIDS and terrorism in the name of religion. For this contribution
to this crusade, the Philippines based Ramon Magsaysay Award foundation described
Matiur Rahman as ‘the guiding force in the positive changes in society and culture’ and
honored him with a Magsaysay Award in 2005.



Each day newspaper comes up with 20 to 24 pages in 7 editions. Besides their attractive
and wide ranging supplements have a spread of 4-24 pages daily. Prothom Alo believes
that they are more than a newspaper. They are actively related with different social and
cultural work. It has 7 supplements for 7 days in a week. Those are Chutir Dine, Swapno
Niye, Nari Moncho, Naksha, Adhuna, Pro Shastho and Anaya Alo. Apart from this,
Prothom Alo publishes monthly magazines like Kishor Alo, Biggan Chinta, Cholti
Bishwo, Bornil and so on to attract a wide range of readers.



Tasks:

As an intern at Prothom Alo, my main responsibilities are as followed:
- Writing features for the supplement pages of Prothom Alo

- Conducting interviews for the features

- Editing copies of contributor writers

- Editing press releases

- Audio transcription

- Translation

- Generate content ideas for the social media pages of the supplements
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Picture of Writing report
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Picture of translated the report



Project Details



Project 1

Project Title: CHTET ATNF (N SUGATT B! AN

Project Description: The feature “CHTIT ﬂTgﬁ? (N SMGATTT B TN is for
adhuna. Which is a supplement of the Daily Prothom Alo. The sub editor adhuna Mr.
Hasan Emam told me to write a feature on dogs and cats behavior. He also told me what
my quarries should be.

My Responsibility :  Had to collect the number of a government veterinary doctor. |

made a questionnaire for an interview. Next day | went to the central veterinary hospital
to meet the doctor. After meeting him | conducted an interview with him.

Taking notes
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Online News Link:
https://www.prothomalo.com/feature/adhuna/%E0%A6%AB%EQ0%A7%8B%E0%AE6%
AC%E0%A6%BF%E0%A7%IF%EQ0%A6%BE-%EQ0%A6%95%EQ0%A6%BF%EQ%A6%82%EQ
%A6%ACHEO0%BAE%BE-%E0%BA6BADWBEO%AT%E0%EQ%AE6%AL%EQ0%AE%BF-%EQ0%AL
%95%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A8
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My Learnings:

€ | improved writing skill as well as the understanding the process of giving

headline.

€ Learned multiple ways of communication.

€ Got to know the uses of some important ways of writing.

€ Improved the skill of convincing people for interviews.




Project 2

Project Title: (IR <1 $if® (FA

Project Description:The feature (I P2 OIS (FN> s for adhuna. Which is
a supplement of the Daily Prothom Alo. | share this idea with the sub editor adhuna Mr.
Hasan Emam. He liked the idea and told me to write a feature of 500 words.

My Responsibility: | discuss my interview question with my sub editor. He also gave
me the number of the psychiatrist.l took her interview over the phone.

Taking Notes
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Online News link :
https://www.prothomalo.com/feature/adhuna/%EQ0%A6%AB%EQ%AT7%8B%EQ%AE%ACKEO%BAE6%BFHEONBAT%IF%EQ%
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My Learning:

@ | learned that good communication is very important in journalism. [J

€ | have realized taking a good interview is the first priority for a journalist. Good
interviews make good stories.

€ | have learned how to write sentences for maximum understanding.



Project 3

Project Title: 19 SN (WIS

Project Description: The feature “dI9 BPAMCIN (I is for adhuna. Which is a
supplement of the Daily Prothom Alo. | share this idea with the sub editor adhuna Mr.
Hasan Emam. He liked the idea and told me to write a feature of 500 words.

My Responsibility: | discuss my interview question with my sub editor. He also gave
me the number of the psychiatrist.l took her interview over the phone.

Taking notes
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Project Description: Mr. Sheikh Saifur Rahman, sub editor at Prothom Alo told me to
write a report for the lifestyle section. After that I share the idea of writing a story on
the taste of the chilli. He liked it and told me to take an interview with a nutritionist.

My Responsibility: Mr. Sheikh Saifur Rahman gave me her number. I call her and
fixed an appointment for interview
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@ | learned how to write headlines

& | learned how to be more commutative
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Project Description: Mr. Sheikh Saifur Rahman, sub editor at Prothom Alo told me to
write a report for the lifestyle section. After that I share the idea of writing a story on
the taste of the chilli. He liked it and told me to take an interview with a nutritionist.

My Responsibility: Mr. Sheikh Saifur Rahman gave me her number. | called her and
fixed an appointment for an interview. While | was taking her interview she told me
before publishing my news, she wants a copy. So that any kind of information error can
not happen. After writing the feature when my sub editor told me this is okay. | sent her
a copy and when she approved it. | gave it to my supervisor to publish my report.
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My Learnings

@ | learned how to write headlines

€ | learned how to be more commutative

@ | learned how to conduct an interview over phone




Project 6

Project Title: 91ACN Ff® (H(©

Project Description: Mr. Sheikh Saifur Rahman, sub editor at Prothom Alo told me to
write a report for the lifestyle section. After that I share the idea of writing a story on
the taste of the chilli. He liked it and told me to take an interview with a nutritionist.

My Responsibility: Mr. Sheikh Saifur Rahman gave me her number. I called her and
fixed an appointment for an interview. While | was taking her interview she told me
before publishing my news, she wants a copy. So that any kind of information error can
not happen. After writing the feature when my sub editor told me this is okay. | sent her
a copy and when she approved it. | gave it to my supervisor to publish my report.
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My Learning:
€ |learned how to took an interview from an nutritionist Short headline
@ |learned how to use of punctuation

@ |learned how to do research for a feature.
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Project Title: N 9P GJ

Project Description: Ms Roya Muntassir is the sub editor at Prothom Alo told me to
write a report for Noksha . After that | share the idea of writing a story on the taste of
the chilli. He liked it and told me to take an interview with a nutritionist.

My Responsibility: Ms Roya Muntassir gave me her number. | called her and fixed an
appointment for an interview. After taking the interview | wrote a 500 word feature and
submitted it to her.
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My Learning
@ | learned in the feature sentence should be short
@ |learned how to write short headlines
@ | learned use of punctuation
@ |learned how to Use proper words in a feature.

@ | learned How to take interview from a professional beautician
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Project Title: \‘)Iﬂﬁlﬁ T AT (AHTO0 21|\‘J?31"$I'
Project Description: The “SINGINNF TS (ATTCCHR A XA was a report

from the agency called AFP. One of my senior colleague gave me the english version of
the report

My Responsibility: Translated it into bangla and then wrote it in the form of a news
report.

Translating the report
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AFP Copy

Tanzania's President Samia Suluhu Hassan on Saturday led mourners in paying their
last respects to her predecessor John Magufuli, who died suddenly this week after an
illness shrouded in mystery.

Mourners lined the streets of Dar es Salaam to bid farewell to the late president, some
of them weeping and throwing flower petals as the casket, towed on a gun carriage by
a military vehicle, was transferred from a church to Uhuru Stadium to lie in state.

"Before | saw the coffin, | didn't believe our president was really dead," said flower-
seller Pauline Attony after watching the motorcade pass.

Hassan, who was sworn in Friday to become the country's first female president, led a
government procession filing past the coffin, which was draped in the Tanzanian flag,
offering her condolences to Magufuli's wife.

Many wore black, or the green and yellow colors of the ruling party, but few inside the
stadium or among the packed crowds outside wore face masks in the Covid-sceptic
country -- a skepticism Magufuli himself had embodied.

"It is too soon for you to go, father. You touched our lives and we still needed you,"
said one mourner, Beatrice Edward.

"We lost our defender," said another, Suleiman Mbonde, a tradesman.

- Coronavirus sceptic -
The government announced Wednesday that Magufuli, 61, had died from a heart
condition at a hospital in Dar es Salaam after three weeks missing from public view.

His unexplained absence -- the government had denied he was ill, and several people
were arrested for spreading rumors about his health -- fueled speculation that he was
being treated for coronavirus abroad.

Tundu Lissu, Tanzania's main opposition leader, who lives in exile in Belgium, insists
his sources said Magufuli had died a week earlier from the disease that he had long
downplayed.



Magufuli was one of a handful of world leaders, alongside former US president Donald
Trump and Brazil's Jair Bolsonaro, who scoffed at Covid-19. He even went so far as to
deny its presence in the country.

He had declared that prayer had rid the country of Covid-19, refused face masks or
lockdown measures, stopped the publication of case statistics and championed
alternative medicine, decrying vaccines as "dangerous".

But by February, cases had soared. After the deaths of a number of senior figures --
officially from respiratory problems and pneumonia -- the president popularly known
as the "Bulldozer" had to concede that the virus was still circulating.

While Hassan says she will take over where Magufuli left off, hopes are high she will
usher in a change in leadership style from her predecessor, under whose rule there
had been a sharp crackdown on the opposition, media, and civil society.

All eyes will be on her handling of the pandemic.
A softly spoken veteran politician, Hassan convened a special meeting of the ruling
Chama Cha Mapinduzi party Saturday but it concluded without news of appointing a

new deputy.

Under the constitution, the 61-year-old will serve the remainder of Magufuli's second
five-year term, which does not expire until 2025.

She has announced a 21-day mourning period. The late president will lie in state in
several locations across Tanzania before his burial next Friday
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My learning :

¢ | learned how to translate english news into bangla format.

¢ | learned that news engel should have a country's interest.
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Picture with Mr. Rashedul Alam Rasel and Ms Shuva zinnia Chowdhury




Work logs

26" January 2021
Entry: 9.00pm
Introduction day
Exit: 4.00pm

27" January 2021

Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

28" January 2021

Entry: 10.00pm
Did two translation
Exit: 4.00pm

29" January 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

30" January 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did two translation
Exit: 4.00pm

1%t February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

2" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did two translation
Exit: 4.00pm

3" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm



Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

4™ February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

6™ February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

7" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

8" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

9™ February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

10" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

11" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

13" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

14" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm



Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

15" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

16™ February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

17" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

18" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

20" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

21% February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

22" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

23" February 2021



Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

24" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

25" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

27" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

28" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

29" February 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

15t March 2021

Entry: 10.00pm

Did one translation and contact with animal doctor
Exit: 4.00pm

2" March 2021

Entry: 10.00pm

Did one translation and write my first feature.
Exit: 4.00pm

39 March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm

Did three translation
Exit: 4.00pm

4™ March 2021



Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation and talk with psychiatrist for my second report
Exit: 4.00pm

6™ March 2021

Entry: 10.00pm

Did one translation and did some research for my feature
Exit: 4.00pm

7™ March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did two translation
Exit: 4.00pm

8" March 2021

Entry: 10.00pm

Did one translation and two press release
Exit: 4.00pm

9™ March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did two translation
Exit: 4.00pm

10" March 2021

Entry: 10.00pm

Did one translation and did research for my third report.
Exit: 4.00pm

11" March 2021

Entry: 10.00pm

Did one translation and contact with Tamana Chowdhory the nutritionist for my third
report

Exit: 4.00pm

13" March 2021

Entry: 10.00pm

Did one translation and took her interview
Exit: 4.00pm

14™ March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm

Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm



15thMarch 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

16" March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

17" March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

18" March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

19" March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

20" March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

215 March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

22"4 March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

23" March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm



24" March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

25" March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

27" March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

28" March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

29" March 2021
Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

30™ March 2021Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm

315t March 2021Entry: 10.00pm
Did one translation
Exit: 4.00pm



My challenges

Corona was the biggest challenge for me. Half of my internship period was done from
home because of corona and lockdown. | did not get enough chance to communicate
with my mentors and face to face communication was out of the question. | wanted to
do a multimedia story but because of the lock down I could not do that. Because of the
lock down, the photographer could not capture my feature story’s photo and that's why
one of my story was not published.



Internship Outcome

As a result of the internship my attainment and drawbacks are as followed:

| have learned why building a network is more important than anything. | have learned
how to take more responsibilities and how to meet the deadline. Despite writing |
learned how to edit a report. Time management is another skill I have acquired. Now |
know what is the difference between academic learning and the workplace. | also
learned how to combine academic knowledge in the job field.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT FORM

The purpose of this survey is to obtain students input on how they think they have performed.
Name of Intern: _Swarna Roy

University ID: 171012005

Name of the Institute/Organization: Prothom Alo

Corporate Office Address: 20-21, Pragati Insurance Bhaban, Karwan Bazar,
Dhaka

Email:  info@prothomalo.com Web:  www.prothomalo.com

1. During a typical week, approximately how many hours did you dedicate to your internship?

48 Hours

2. Was your internship paid? If yes, how much?

No

3. Was your site supervisor available to meet when needed? Tick any one of the following.
CONot at all OSlightly [OModerately OQuite a bit VA great deal
4. Next, we would like to know how you were affected by your internship. Using the scale below, please indicate the

degree to which participation in your internship experience increased or strengthened your abilities, attitudes,
awareness or understanding in each of the areas identified:

1=Not at all 2=Slightly 3=Moderately 4=Quite a bit 5=A great deal
NO | CRITERIA (Personal) RATING
1 I have a sense of satisfaction in doing something worthwhile. 5
2 I believe in my ability to make a difference. 5
3 | am open to new experiences. 5
4 I have gained the capacity to be more productive. 5
5 | can recognize my personal strengths. 5
6 I can recognize my personal weaknesses. 3
7 I have a sense of personal achievement. 4
8 | have the ability to persevere in difficult tasks 4
NO | CRITERIA (Social/Interpersonal Impact) 3
9 I demonstrate concern for the welfare of others 4
10 I can be understanding and appreciative of people with diverse backgrounds 4
11 I have the ability to work cooperatively with others 4
12 I have the ability to communicate effectively 5
13 I have increased my ability to be a leader 5
14 I feel more connected to my community 3




NO | CRITERIA (Academic learning impact) 4
15 I have acquired knowledge from the job duties | performed 5
16 I have broadened my critical thinking skills (reasoning, problem solving) 5
17 I have learnt the ability to work independently 4
18 | feel my classroom learning was enriched 5
19 I have the ability to connect academic subject matter to the real world. 5
NO | CRITERIA (EMPLOYMENT/JOB SPECIFIC IMPACT) 4
20 I developed specialised technical skills for a specific job function 4
21 | broadened my future employment possibilities 3
22 I received an opportunity to explore a specific career 4
23 | developed realistic ideas about the work world 4
24 I narrowed my future possible career choices. 4
25 | What is your average score from this test? 4.44

5. General Comments

In my internship | have learned many things and enhanced many skills.
Undoubtedly this experience will help me in future

Signature of Intern




My professional competencies after the intern are as followed:

I am able to participate actively in any circumstance. | have contacts with many people
from different sectors such as psychiatrist youth representatives, nutritionists etc .it
enhances my communication skill. 1 know how to make quick decisions in critical
situations.l can organize my thoughts and present it properly. | learned how to do
brainstorming. Now | know how to manage in corporate society.



Appendix:
Some of other projects and works are given below:

Write a feature for prothom alo’s magazine bornil eid.

AL




Write a feature for noksha
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Online link:
https://www.prothomalo.com/feature/naksha/%E0%A6%AEBEQ0%AT7 %87 %E0%AE6%BI%E0%AT7%87%E0%AE%AE%EQD
%A6%BF-%E0%A6%B0%EO0%A6%BE%E0%A6%99%EO0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AS%EQ%AT7%IB-%E0%A6%E8%EQ%AE%AL




